
IMPORTANT DATES
❖ 11/16 Meeting: Stephannie 

Harvey-Vandenburg, Benton 
Harbor Parks Conservancy

❖ 11/18 Silver Beach Pizza 
Give Back Night for Interact

❖ 11/19 Board Meeting at 7:30 
a.m. at Area Agency on 
Aging

❖ 11/23 Meeting: Ryan Ogle, 
2016 Sr. PGA

❖ 11/30 NO MEETING
❖ 12/2 Holiday Party
❖ 12/5 Bell ringing for The 

Salvation Army

NOVEMBER 9, 2015
Once again, the sun was shining down upon us for our weekly Rotary 
meeting. The presentation lacked a little “bass” as our Vice President 
Steve Smith led the day in the absence of the deep-voiced Mike Kinney. 
This week is particularly special though as we take the time to thank 
those who have served in honor of Veteran’s Day on November 11.

CASA stands for Court Appointed 
Special Advocates and last year, 
more than 76,000 CASA and 
guardian ad litem (GAL) 
volunteers helped more than 
251,000 abused and neglected 
children across the country. There 
are nearly 1,000 CASA programs 
in 49 states and Berrien County is 
the newest community to welcome 
the program through Volunteer 
Southwest Michigan.

Jamie Brooks, former director                               
of a CASA program in                               
Genessee County, is helping set up 
the  program here. 

Brooks shared that in 2013, over 
700 children in Berrien County are 
confirmed victims of abuse and 
each day, over 275 children are in 
foster care in our county.

When a child enters the foster care 

system, it’s a complex journey 
with lots of new people and new 
surroundings. The child enters a 
new home with a new family and 
new siblings, sometimes even in a 
new county. They’re likely in a 
new school with new classmates. 
They’re now in the court system 
with an attorney, a judge, 
investigators, case workers and 
their supervisors, etc… The list of 
“news” goes on and on.

Now factor into the equation that 
most of these kids are age eight or 
younger and that the system itself 
is very complex. Sure, all of these 
people are well intentioned and are 
working to act in the best interests 
of the child but these helpful 
strangers also often have heavy 
caseloads and very busy schedules. 
There is no one consistent 
presence for the child.

Continued on page 3

OUR CASA IS A NEW CASA
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JOKE OF THE WEEK
A man in Phoenix calls his son in New York the day before 
Thanksgiving and says,"I hate to ruin your day, but I have to 
tell you that your mother and I are divorcing; forty-five years 
of misery is enough.

"Pop, what are you talking about?" the son screams. We can't 
stand the sight of each other any longer," the father says. 
"We're sick of each other, and I'm sick of talking about this, 
so you call your sister in Chicago and tell her."

Frantic, the son calls his sister, who explodes on the phone. 
"Like heck they're getting divorced," she shouts, "I'll take 
care of this,"

She calls Phoenix immediately, and screams at her father, 
"You are NOT getting divorced. Don't do a single thing until 
I get there. I'm calling my brother back, and we'll 
both be there tomorrow. Until then, 
don't do a thing, DO YOU HEAR ME?" 
and hangs up.

The old man hangs up his phone and turns 
to his wife. "Okay," he says, "they're coming 
for Thanksgiving and paying their own way."

VISITING ROTARIANS
Tony Korican from Lakeshore Rotary

ROTARIANS WITH GUESTS
Dennis Bowen brought Paul Amero

Rick Villa brought Jennifer Cole

                      to  Mike Kinney on the 
birth of your son!

Watch for a sign-up 
sheet to be passed 
around at upcoming 
meetings for bell 
ringing for The Salvation Army on 
December 5   Jim O’Malley, with patriotic   

   accompaniment provided by Dennis 
   Bowen, led the group in a short 
   presentation to acknowledge and show 
   respect for those among us who have

served in the military. Jim also made special recognition to the 
heros who did not have the opportunity to come back home. 
Whether Army, Navy, Marines, Air Force, Coast Guard or First 
Responders, we thank you all for your service. SILVER BEACH PIZZA

GIVE BACK NIGHT
Wednesday, November 18, 4:00-9:00 p.m.

10% of all proceeds will go to the Interact Club!
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CASA (CONTINUED)

This is where CASA volunteers 
can make a world of difference. 
They give the child the consistency 
of having one adult that can help 
them every step of the way. CASA 
volunteers are highly trained and 
educated and work with all of the 
service providers on behalf of the 
child. 

CASA volunteers, after rigorous 
background checks and vetting, are 
required to go through 36 hours of 
initial training and then 15 hours 
annually. They learn about the 
court systems, Department of 
Health and Human Services 
(DHHS), brain development, the 
education system and more. They 
provide help and independent 
information to caseworkers, judges 
and teachers to help them make 
decisions that are in the best 
interest of the child.

CASA volunteers are generally 
appointed at the first adjudication 
which is approximately 4 months 
after an investigation has been 
opened. Only a judge can appoint a 
CASA volunteer to a case and once 
appointed, the CASA volunteer is 
expected to meet face-to-face with 
the child at least once a week. 
Being a CASA volunteer is a year 
long commitment or as long as the 
case is open.

According to the annual survey of 
the CASA program, it’s shown that 
children with CASA volunteers 

spend 7.5 months less in foster care 
than children without these 
volunteer advocates. It costs the 
federal government $3,250 per 
month to keep a child in the foster 
care system.

Additionally, the volunteer time of 
a CASA volunteer contributes 
$12,000 a year to the local 
economy with their 20 hour a 
month commitment.

Some of the many benefits that 
foster children with CASA 
volunteers are:

● Significantly fewer foster 
care placement changes

● Less likely to spend time in 
long-term foster care

● Less likely to reenter the 
child welfare system 
(reduced by half)

● More likely to be adopted
● 20% more pass all school 

courses than non-CASA 
children

● 25% less likely to have 
poor conduct at school

Judi Burnison, Executive Director 
                                    of Volunteer 
                                       Southwest 
                                         Michigan 
                                     (VSM), was 
                                 also on hand 
to share a little more about that 
organization. VSM works as a 
connector in our community to put 
volunteers in touch with 
opportunities at one or more of the 
250+ non-profit organizations in 
their network.

The involvement between VSM 
and CASA started about two and a 
half years ago with conversations 
with our local courts, DHHS, and 
other stakeholders. Berrien County 
was awarded a CASA site because 
of these efforts. Unfortunately, 
being awarded a CASA site does 
not come with any funding and it’s 
expected that each location will 
fund their own site.

To support the CASA program, 
you can be a volunteer or an 
advocate or you can support 
financially. The 2015 Festival of 
Trees is an annual fundraising 
event that will take place on 
Friday, November 20, 6:00-11:00 
p.m. at The Inn at Harbor Shores 
and includes live & silent auction, 
heavy hors d’oeuvres & cocktails, 
music & dancing, photo booth and 
more! Tickets are $75 per person 
and an RSVP by 11/16/15 is 
requested. 

At the event the winner will also be 
drawn for the “Paris Adventure 
Raffle” for which only 400 tickets 
will be sold. Raffle tickets are $100 
each.

For more information, you can 
visit the VSM website at www.
volunteerswmi.org or call 269-983-
0912.
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A BIT OF HISTORY 
Substitute Sergeant-At-Arms Mike Ahern shared an 
interesting nugget of history with us on this first 
Tuesday after the first Monday in November. Why is 
election day on this day? Well, there’s actually a really 
logical reason. November is a good month because it’s 
after the harvest time for the farmers and it’s generally 
before any bad snowy winter weather which might 
make travel difficult. In the past, people often had to 
travel a great deal to get to their voting location so 
Mondays weren’t a good choice because that would 
cause some people to have to start traveling on 
Sunday. So that explains why Tuesday in November 
but why the first Tuesday after the first Monday? If the 
first Tuesday is the first of the month, that means it’s 
All Saints’ Day and we can’t have that. So there you 
go, the first Tuesday after the first Monday in 
November totally makes sense...at least something in 
politics does… Make sure you mark your calendars for 
November 8, 2016!

INTERACT AUCTIONED BY 
CURIOUS KIDS
At the Curious Kids Museum auction this year, the 
services of the Interact Club were part of the silent 
auction. This past weekend, the work was done and 
Executive Director Lori Marciniak shared that the 
winner of this prize left a glowing voicemail to thank 
the teens for the efforts. Over 100 bags of leaves! Way 
to go Interact Club!

Connect with the Rotary Club of St. Joseph-
Benton Harbor

online at www.sjbhrotary.org Like us on Facebook!

WANT TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE E-WHEEL?
Your weekly email is brought to you by Emily Hosinski, Debra Trapikas, Jennifer Kirsch and Lisa 

Cripps-Downey  If you have an announcement, a bit of news you wish to share, or a story you wish to see 
featured, please write to emily_m_hosinski@whirlpool.com.
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