
Page 1 

 
 

AUGUST 3, 2015 
Lots of young faces in the crowd today as Rotarians received a recap of the Interact Club’s trip to the Dominican 

Republic.  Thank you to all the Interact members, the parents and chaperones, and to all who supported the 

fundraising efforts to make this life-changing project possible. 

CREATING CHANGE AND MAKING 20 NEW FRIENDS 

Chair of the Day and Interact 

Club Advisor Maria Kibler was 

clearly excited to create 

awareness about the recent 

Interact Club trip to the 

Dominican Republic.   

This is actually the second year 

that the Interactors made this trip 

but this year was very different.  

In 2014, the club went with 

another group and acted more as 

observers in the project.  This 

year, the project really became 

their own.  Hands-on fundraising 

efforts were put into action to pay 

for a latrine/shower as well as 32 

water filters with the help of 

matching grant funding. 

 

Kibler was also sure to thank the 

chaperones that made this project 

possible – Beth Mosher, Lynn 

Brunner, Michaelyn McCoy, 

Brian Saxton, Mike Scheffler, Jeff 

Nuter and Casey Tubman. 

 

This was the first of four 

presentations and the Interact 

Club is looking for more 

opportunities to speak in order to 

tell the story for international 

awareness and to give these 

young people experience in public 

speaking.  If you are able to help 

facilitate a speaking opportunity, 

please contact Maria at 

mkibler49@gmail.com. 

 

 
 

Our Interact speakers for the day 

are as follows:  

 Mackenzie Holden is a senior 

at St. Joseph High School and 

Interact Club President.  

Mackenzie plans to attend the 

University of Michigan and 

study Clinical Pharmacy after 

graduation.   

 Keegan Downey is a senior at 

Lakeshore High School and 

will be President and founder 

of the Interact Club at 

Lakeshore.  He plans to attend 

Northern Michigan University 

to study Secondary Education.   

 Carrington Tubman is a senior 

at Lake Michigan Catholic, 

Interact Club Vice President 

and plans to attend University 

of Michigan or Indiana 

University.  She is undecided 

on her major but thinks it will 

likely be in the Business field. 

 Gracie Adams is a junior at St. 

Joseph High School and is 

Interact Club Vice President.  

She has not yet decided which 

college she’ll attend but wants 

to study to be Nurse 

Practitioner and minor in 

Spanish. 

 Quinn Kibler is a senior at 

Lake Michigan Catholic where 

he is Interact Club President.  

He plans to attend Notre Dame 

or UCLA and study Finance 

and Economics. 

 

 
Continued on Page 4-6 
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At age 80, Sam was telling his good friend Harry about a 

book of memory tricks that he as reading. “I’m telling 

you,” he exclaimed, “ever since I started reading the 

book, my memory has gotten better!””Wow!” responded 

an amazed Harry. “What’s the title of the book?” “Well,” 

said Sam, after hesitating for a second. “You know that 

jewel that’s round and white and comes from oysters 

…?” asked Sam. “What’s it called again?”  “A pearl?” 

answered Harry. “ That’s right said Sam …  “Pearl?” 

hollered Sam … “what’s that book of memory tricks I’ve 

been reading called?  Harry wants to see it!” 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & EVENTS 
 

● 8/10 Meeting – Bob Myers, The Titanic 

and Southwest Michigan 

● 8/17 Meeting – Katie Montoya, Berrien 

County Land Bank 

● 8/24 Meeting – John Proos, State 

Legislative Update 

 

Annual update to Rotary Membership 

directory is underway.  Forms to update 

your information will be made available at 

the next two meetings.  If you need your 

photo updated, please email Bob Peirce. 

 

 

 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

 8/2 – Richard Ward 

 8/6 – Donna Metz 

 8/7 – Thomas Chapman & Charles Jespersen 

 8/12 – Melissa Hahn 

 8/15 – Michael Peirce & David Peterson 

 8/17 – Jacqui Winship 

 8/24 – Jackie Huie & Donna Probasco 

 8/29 – Sean Ebbert 

 8/30 – Barney Whittier 

 8/31 – Art Cotter 

 

Rotary Anniversaries 

 11 Years – Joen Brambilla 

 14 Years – Christine Vanlandingham 

 33 Years – Steve Banyon & Fred Richardson 

 37 Years – Dale Park 

 

 

Congratulations to Tom Watson on the recent 

marriage of his son! 

 

Congratulations to Christine Vanlandingham 

on her 30 year anniversary with her husband! 
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Thanks to our Sergeant at Arms 

Tom Watson, Rotarians were 

treated to some interesting  

tidbits of trivia: 

 The electric chair was invented by 

a dentist – it is not known 

whether or not this dentist was a 

lion hunter. 

 More Monopoly money is printed 

every year than real money. 

 10% of the Russian government’s 

income is from the sale of vodka. 

 Women pay the bills and manage 

the money in 75% of married 

households. 

 

 

Visiting Rotarians 

Terry & Liz Allen - Lakeshore 

 

 

Rotarians with Guests 

Mary Anderson brought Dr. 

Carol Aiken 

Dwight Bowman brought 

Dwight Bowman II 

Jackie Huie brought Cody 

Wales & Lynzee McDowell 

Maria Kibler brought Fr. Tom 

McNally & Gerald Heath 

Tom Watson brought Brian 

Berger 

Welcome New Rotarian! 
Patrick Swem 

has joined the 

Rotary Club of 

St. Joseph-

Benton Harbor 

having been 

sponsored by 

Tanya Urias.  

Swem is from 

Buchanan, works at Honor Credit 

Union in Benton Harbor, has been 

married for two years and has two 

dogs.  Welcome Patrick!! 

 

Ribbonectomy 

 
Allen Westmass has colorfully 

renamed the New Member ribbon 

removal ceremony as a 

ribbonectomy…  Congratulations 

Matt Hanley on getting rid of that 

yellow ribbon!  Hanley was 

sponsored by his father, lives in St. 

Joseph, works at Vail Rubber and 

has been married since 2012.  With 

our club, Hanley has been involved 

with the student mentoring program, 

is part of the membership committee 

and has signed on to work on the 

Celebrate Rotary event in the spring. 

 

 

From Our President… 
A few people have asked about the 

websites I mentioned at the meeting 

today.  "DacDB" is our club's 

database where we store all member 

contact info, attendance records, and 

more.   Please update your info for 

this year's directory.  

 

Go to  http://www.directory-

online.com/Rotary.  Your username 

should be your email address and 

password is your Last Name (which 

can then be changed).  If you have 

trouble, let me know and I can reset 

your password.  Once signed-on, 

click the "MyData" tab at the top, 

then "Edit".   

 

Other important sites:  

www.SJBHRotary.org – Our club’s 

site. Direct prospective members 

here to learn more about us.  

 

www.MyRotary.org – Resources on 

everything Rotary-related. View our 

club goals, see your foundation 

giving history, and learn how to take 

action. I ask that everyone sign up 

and explore at least once this year. 

 

If you’re not 

getting emails 

from Mike 

about weekly 

Rotary topics 

or the e-Wheel…then you’re 

probably not reading this 

announcement… 

but all the same, let Mike 

know.
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CREATING CHANGE 
(CONTINUED) 
Mackenzie kicked things off with 

an overview of the project.  In early 

June, 21 students and 8 chaperones 

went on a 7-day adventure in to the 

Dominican Republic to build a 

latrine and install 32 water filters. 

 

Keegan then shared a little more 

about their living arrangements.  

The bunk beds were squeaky and it 

was H-O-T!  He joked that only the 

boys room had air 

conditioning…until Wednesday 

when the girls realized they did too 

and turned it on.  

 
 

Keegan also mentioned the lovely 

hammocks…which he may or may 

not have broken… 

 

 
 

Carrington described the culture, in 

a word as LIVELY!  There are lots 

of cars and motorcycles 

(pedestrians beware!) and bright 

yellows, pinks, greens and blues 

decorate the building.  She also 

noted that it was interesting to be in 

such an openly Christian culture 

with crosses everywhere and 

expressions like “Dios es Bueno” 

on signage.   

 

It was a long trip, leaving St. Joseph 

High School at 5:30 AM and then a 

bus ride to Midway.  On the flight, 

Carrington noted the flight 

attendant’s lack of excitement at 

having a plane full of teenagers.  

Upon arrival, the first thing the 

teens noticed was the heat – she 

says you can actually see the heat 

waves in the air and shared pictures 

of the huge fans used at the airport 

in an attempt to keep folks cool. 

 

 
 

On a typical day, the teens would 

start off with a breakfast of fruit, 

bacon, coffee and either oatmeal or 

pancakes.  They packed food and 

water on the bus and would head to 

the batey.  As soon as they arrived, 

lots of children would surround 

them immediately and always had 

tons of questions.  From there they 

would unpack and either play or 

work. 

 

 
  

Lunch generally consisted of rice 

and chicken and cookies.  Many of 

the Interactors also referenced a 

cook named Ta Ta who apparently 

made awesome ham & cheese 

sandwiches and would give the 

teens juice. 

 

After lunch it was time to get back 

to work (or playing) until it was 

time to head back.  Many would 

grab a nap on the bus ride home 

where the teens had the opportunity 

to get a shower and relax.  Dinner 

also often consisted of chicken, rice 

and beans. 

 

Makenzie came back up to tell us a 

little bit more about the water filters 

that were installed on the trip.  They 

would first put down the base and a 

bucket to catch the water.  First the 

unit is filled with dirty water and 

then rocks and gravel.  A very 

specific 

amount of 

sand is 

then 

added and 

diffuser is 

put on 

top.  The 

filter 

needs to 

run for three days until the water is 

ready but after that point, it will 

provide clean water for 15 years.
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CREATING CHANGE 
(CONTINUED) 

Keegan came back up to introduce us 

to what he called the “machine men” 

who helped the Interactors with the 

building of the latrine.   

 

 
 

These guys spoke no English and 

only Creole Spanish so the 

interpreters were not able to help.  

They pointed a lot and if you weren’t 

working hard enough, they’d take 

your shovel away.  Keegan described 

their work ethic as “inhuman.”  They 

would be working before the teens 

arrived, would work through lunch 

and would still be working when 

they left for the evening. 

 

 
 

First there was a lot of digging and 

giant piles of sand to be moved.  

Sand quickly became rocks and 

shovels were replaced by pick axes 

and hammers.  The machine men 

made a cement mold.  Cement 

mixing proved to be one of the most 

challenging tasks.  A wood frame 

was built on top for the cement and 

everyone was quiet as the top was 

smoothed out. 

 

When the teens left at the end of the 

trip, the latrine looked like this: 

 

 
 

They were, however, able to get a 

picture of the finished product – 

complete with a Rotary sticker: 

 

 
 

 
 

Grace then had the opportunity to tell 

us about the people they met on the 

trip.  To her, the people were the 

most important part because those 

were the lives that were changed.  

The Dominican kids were always so 

happy to see the teens and were 

always smiling.  Not surprisingly, 

the kids had an especial affinity for 

sugar. 

 

 
 

A story that brought out a lot of 

emotion in the teens was the story of 

a little boy named Marlo.  Marlo’s 

mother had left him to go to Florida 

and his father was unknown.  He was 

being cared for by others in the 

village but the locals very much 

wanted for Marlo to be adopted by 

an American family.  It was clear 

that this encounter made a huge 

impact on our Interact teens. 

 

To lighten the mood, Quinn then 

took the podium to tell us more 

about some of the fun experiences 

the teens had on the trip.  He told us 

about the Jumbo, the big market 

similar to our Walmart or Meijer.  

On Sunday, they had the opportunity 

to attend a Catholic Church service 

one morning and a Baptist service 

one evening.  They also spent that 

day at the beach and time shopping.  

He shared that they got 

“demolished” in a game of 

basketball with some locals on 

Monday night.  On Tuesday they 

attended a local Rotary club meeting 

and exchanged flags.  
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CREATING CHANGE 
(CONTINUED) 

 
 

On Wednesday they visited batey 

106 which is where the Interact Club 

installed water filters last year.  That 

night they toured the Good 

Samaritan hospital where they 

learned that 97% of the diseases that 

they treat there stem from bad water. 

 

On Thursday they took a little break 

and rode a motorboat to Saona Island 

where they swam, found starfish and 

enjoyed fresh coconut water.  On 

Friday they had pizza with the local 

Interact Club to whom they also 

provided with donated items to be 

distributed to the locals.  Donated 

items included toys, clothes, shoes, 

school supplies and toiletries. 

 

 
 

During the Q&A the teens were 

asked about their personal goals for 

the trip and if they felt they had 

achieved those goals.  The two 

themes that emerged from their 

responses were that they wanted to 

create a change and they wanted to 

leave the trip having made 20 new 

friends.  It also clearly made an 

impact on their perception of their 

own blessings and fostered 

thankfulness for the everyday 

comforts that we all take for granted.   

 

 
 

Special thanks are due to Charles 

Jespersen and to Terry & Liz Allen 

for bringing this international 

initiative to our club.  Not only is 

this a source of great pride for us all 

but the impact is exponential in the 

interest that’s been generated in 

other clubs because of the work that 

has already been done. 

 
 

MORE TO THE STORY 
Back in our June 22, 2015 edition we wrote about the 

Dominican Bateys and what life is like living there. At 

the conclusion of the story, we said there is much more 

to the story of the Haitians in need in the Dominican 

Republic. Why are the Haitians in the Dominican 

Republic in the first place?  What got them there and 

why did they stay?  This is not an easy story.  

 

The Dominican Republic shares the Caribbean island of 

Hispaniola with Haiti, but the two neighboring countries 

might as well be across the globe from each other. 

Dominicans are Latin and pride themselves on their 

Spanish roots, whereas Haitians speak Creole and are 

largely descendants of freed African slaves. 

 

In the early 1900s, Haitians sugarcane cutters, lured by 

the promise of work, began the seasonal migration to the 

Dominican Republic—the Haitians were willing to do 

this low-wage, back-breaking work whereas most 

Dominicans were not. Over the decades, many of these 

sugarcane workers did not return to Haiti at season end, 

and thus created a large, permanent population of 

Haitians in the Dominican Republic—a population that 

was not welcomed. 

 

There has always been a clash of cultures between the 

Dominican Republic and Haiti, but under the anti-Haitian 

regime of Rafael Trujillo (1930–1961), animosity, 

prejudice, and racial tension toward Haitians reached 

horrific levels, culminating in Trujillo’s brutal order of a 

Haitian massacre (where 25,000+ Haitians found outside 

the sugar plantations were killed) and ultimately 

Trujillo’s assassination in 1961. During this time, 

Dominicans harbored a growing fear of a “Haitian 

invasion” (much the same way some Americans today 

fear the effects of the illegal immigration of Mexicans in 

the Southwest). In the mid-1960s, in an effort to stop this 

growing Haitian immigration from diluting the 

Dominican culture, the government proposed a 

solution—the batey. Bateyes were company-owned 

towns (consisting of nothing more than crude barracks 

surrounded by fencing) erected by the government on the 

outskirts of sugarcane plantations. 

 

Continued on page 7-8 
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MORE TO THE STORY (CONTINUED) 
Throughout the late 1960s, ‘70s, and 80s (the heyday of 

the Dominican Republic’s sugar economy), Haitian 

sugarcane cutters were confined to these bateyes (i.e. 

“work camps”) under the watchful eye of armed 

government soldiers. Their belongings were confiscated 

and they were trucked back and forth from the fields, 

often working from sun up to sun down. The daily wage 

was barely enough to buy one meal a day—oftentimes 

the cane cutters and their families had nothing to eat but 

the very cane they cut. The bateyes had no running 

water, no electricity, no cooking facilities, and no 

bathrooms. The shanty homes consisted of slatted wood 

walls, tin roofs, dirt floors and often housed up to eight 

or more people. The Haitians were not allowed to leave 

the bateyes, under the threat of deportation, except to 

work in the fields. By the 1990s, the bateyes had become 

home to hundreds of thousands of men, women, and 

children—second- and third-generation Haitians born in 

the Dominican Republic, but with no legal citizenship 

status to be there and with no ties to their “homeland” 

Haiti. They basically became a people without a country. 

 

In the mid-1990s, the bateyes drew the attention of 

humanitarian organizations, calling for action to address 

the “deplorable treatment” of Haitian families and 

children living in the bateyes. Most of the 400+ bateyes 

in the Dominican Republic had not changed much since 

they were originally erected—they still had no running 

water, no electricity, no cooking facilities, no bathrooms, 

no schools for the children, and no medical facilities. 

And since the Constitution of the Dominican Republic 

does not extend citizenship to children born to non-

naturalized Haitian parents, these children born in the 

Dominican Republic, did not have birth certificates or 

identity papers of any kind. This lack of documentation 

made it nearly impossible for children of Haitian descent 

to attend school or benefit from any other social services. 

These families and children were denied access to 

medical, social, and educational facilities. Just as the 

generations that preceded them, these families faced a 

dead-end life—with no way out of the batey. Essentially, 

what the Dominican Republic had done was to create a 

permanent underclass—a category of individuals that, in 

the eyes of the law, doesn’t exist—they have no right to 

own property, no right to an education, no access to 

healthcare, and no right to vote. In essence, a class of 

people condemned to poverty. 

 

A little over a decade ago, when the world markets 

(particularly the US) switched to high-fructose corn 

syrup and away from cane sugar, the Dominican 

government was forced to privatize the sugar industry 

and closed many of the struggling sugarcane plantations. 

Without cane to cut, the Haitian workers were no longer 

needed. Essentially, the economy of the batey (though 

sparse as it was) completely dried up. Not long after the 

Haitians’ only means of support disappeared, so did the 

armed government guards and the fences that once kept 

them prisoner. All that remained in the bateyes were 

crying babies, bored and uneducated mothers, and 

unemployed men who were no longer able to even 

meagerly provide for their families. 

 

But the Dominican’s privatization efforts were not 

without consequence—much to their dismay, it forced 

the Haitians from the bateyes into the cities in search of 

work. Starting in the late 1990s, the women, ineligible 

for legal jobs, took positions in the homes of Dominicans 

as nannies and maids, or worse—entered into the sex 

trades. The men found under-the-table work in 

construction and farming. They also took to the streets as 

vendors. But in a country where unemployment is 

already high, competition for jobs was tough. And with 

this increased visibility and competition came a 

backlash—government officials and the media began to 

blame the Haitians for increased violence, social 

problems, and poverty, causing them to become, yet 

again, the target of Dominican frustration and racial 

prejudice. 

 

Today, the bateyes remain—with little change, except 

that brought about through humanitarian and non-

governmental organizations. An estimated 500,000 

residents—7% of the population of the Dominican 

Republic, live in 400+ bateyes. Most still do not have 

latrines. Potable water is rare. Electricity, non-existent. 

Primitive dirt roads carved through ever-encroaching 

jungles become muddy lakes when it rains—cutting off 

entire bateyes from the outside world (including food and 

water) for days at a time. Inside the bateyes, education 

and healthcare remain almost non-existent. Where these 

services are available, they generally have been built and 

are operated by humanitarian organizations, not the 

government.  

 

 

 

 



Page 8 

 

MORE TO THE STORY (CONTINUED) 
And when natural disaster strikes (like Tropical Storm 

Noel that made a direct hit in October of 2007, washing  

 

away homes, furnishings, and livelihoods), the bateyes 

are the last in line to receive

assistance from the government—if they receive any at 

all. 

 

But, there is hope. Organizations such as Rotary 

International and Children of the Nations are making a 

difference in the lives of these families and children by 

investing in their future. 

 

by Pam Wright, COTN Senior Director of Advancement 

 

 

CELEBRATE ROTARY! 
A Showcase of the Good Work of 

Your Local Rotary 
To be hosted by the Rotary Club of 

St. Joseph-Benton Harbor  

 

LOOKING BACK 
Every year since 2011, the Rotary 

Club of St. Joseph---Benton Harbor 

has joined with Rotary International 

and its fellow clubs throughout the 

world to celebrate Rotary's 

contribution to the fight to eradicate 

polio worldwide.  The "Light Up St. 

Joseph" event has become known 

throughout Southwest Michigan for 

literally shining the spotlight on the 

"We Are This Close" campaign, with 

its stories-high projection of "END 

POLIO NOW" on the side of The 

Whitcomb, as well as lighted signs 

throughout the community.  The 

event has also served as an 

opportunity to celebrate 

anniversaries important to Rotary, 

and to socialize with members of 

local Rotary clubs. 

 

 

LOOKING AHEAD 
On the heels of the fifth annual 

"Light Up St. Joseph," the Rotary 

Club of St. Joseph---Benton Harbor 

assembled officers and members to 

envision how the event might 

continue to grow and benefit the 

Club.  To a person, all agreed that, to 

help further raise awareness of and 

promote Rotary in our community, 

the event should expand into an 

annual showcase of the breadth and 

depth of the good work of our local 

Rotary. 

 

As such, planning is underway for an 

annual "Celebrate Rotary!" event to 

begin next Spring.  The event will be 

designed to spotlight the numerous 

good works of the Rotary Club of St. 

Joseph-Benton Harbor, such as its 

international BioSand  water filter 

project, local foundation grants, 

scholarship track meet, student 

mentoring program, and sponsorship 

of high school Interact clubs.  It is 

anticipated that our grant recipients, 

scholarship winners, Interactors, and 

other honored guests will be invited 

to join members of the Club to 

feature and celebrate such works.  

Importantly, the event will be 

promoted to our larger community as 

a unique opportunity, in a relaxed 

social environment, to meet local 

Rotarians, learn what Rotary does at 

the local level, and perhaps choose to 

join or otherwise support the Club 

and its work.  Opportunities to grow 

the event from that starting point, 

including the potential for including 

other area clubs, will also be 

pursued, all with the goal to 

"Celebrate Rotary!" 

 

If you are interested in participating 

in the planning of the 2016 Celebrate 

Rotary event, please email  

emily_m_hosinski@whirlpool.com.  

The current committee consists of 

Emily Hosinski, Nicole Beltz, 

Charles Jespersen, Bob Peirce and 

Matt Hanley.  Rotarian leads are 

particularly needed to liaise with 

committees, project leads and the 

foundations to identify projects to be 

showcased at the event. 

 

 

WANT TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE E-WHEEL? 
Your weekly email is brought to you by Debra Trapikas and Emily Hosinski.  If you have an announcement, a bit of 

news you wish to share, or a story you wish to see featured, please write one or both at tawana53@aol.com or 

emily_m_hosinski@whirlpool.com.  Thank you to Aaron Bradford for the wonderful photography! 

 

Connect with the Rotary Club of  

St. Joseph-Benton Harbor  

online at www.sjbhrotary.org 

 
Like us on Facebook!  

mailto:emily_m_hosinski@whirlpool.com
http://www.sjbhrotary.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Rotary-Club-of-St-Joseph-Benton-Harbor/315154588531420?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Rotary-Club-of-St-Joseph-Benton-Harbor/315154588531420?fref=ts

