
 

 
 

JUNE 22, 2015 

 

Our Interact students have returned from the Dominican Republic full of stories and keepsake memories to tell and 

share for a lifetime. At the same time, our Youth Exchange Student, Maya Kerbellec, was our guest speaker today and 

shared her thoughts and experiences for the last time before returning to her home in France this week.  

 

        MAYA SAYS “AU REVOIR”                                

but never “ADIEU” 

It was with sadness that one of my favorite youth 

exchange students of all times (Yes, I say that of all of 

them) said her goodbyes to the Rotary Club at lunch 

today. Maya said this was not her “greatest year ever” 

as some youth exchange students declare each June, 

but it certainly was one of her greatest experiences, and 

a year of learning. She misses her family and is happy to 

be going home, but she will not say “Adieu” as that 

means goodbye with finality. She prefers an informal 

“Au Revoir” hoping to return again someday. 

                     

When Maya first arrived, she was quiet and shy and 

awkward. Her first friend was Julia Jackson (from 

Africa), another favorite exchange student hosted by 

our club. Julia helped Maya get out of her comfort zone 

and be herself. She had been the same way three  

 

months before. Sure enough, three months later, Maya 

reached her stride.  

She was witty and funny, full of life and little pranks. 

Her comedic humor was evidenced by everyone who 

knew her and in the end, Maya had more friends than 

she would ever have thought possible. She was even 

crowned Miss Winterfest at Lake Michigan Catholic 

High School. If she had one area in which she was not 

as successful, she would say, it was Cross Country. But 

at least she tried it.  

Getting a high school diploma from LMC was a 

wonderful experience in itself, as they don’t have that 

in France.  They also don’t have prom to which Maya 

went and had a wonderful date. She says when she 

gets back home she wants to bring the Prom to France. 

She didn’t feel the same way about graduation. But, if 

anyone can do it, Maya will be the one to bring 

America to France. 

One anecdote regarding Maya was relayed by Christine 

Vanlandingham. She said that while Maya, Lynn 

Kellogg and she were in Washington D.C., Maya ran 

into some people from France. They said Maya was a 

Frenchman who spoke French with an American 

accent. Maya no longer thinks in French. She speaks 

and dreams in English. She is worried she may have 

trouble speaking French when she returns home. 

We will miss Maya and we wish her “Au Revoir” as she 

continues her path in life. Our hope is that she will one 

day return to visit and share her effervescence with us 

once again. 

                                                                         Written by Debra Trapikas 



 

 

 

     
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

NO CHILD LEFT BEHIND….. 

All Interact Students Made  

It Home! 

 
 Maria Kibler, President of the Rotary Club of 

Saint Joseph-Benton Harbor stated that the trip to the 

Dominican Republic with 21 students and 8 

chaperones changed many lives…. not just the children 

and families in the Dominican Republic, but also the 

lives of the students and chaperones who visited. Most 

of our students didn’t realize what they had to be 

grateful for until they were in the Bateys of the D.R. 

 Maria read notes from the students on what 

the trip meant to them, her eyes filling with tears as 

the words they wrote touched her heart. We will hear 

from these students about their travels soon… but in 

the meantime, what are they talking about when they 

mention the Bateys?   

 The Bateys are villages of Haitian sugar cane 

cutters living in deep and unrelenting poverty in the 

Dominican Republic. It is a contrast as stark and vast as 

any on earth. As you leave the cities and resorts of the 

DR, you drive through endless fields of majestic sugar 

cane set in plains and valleys, surrounded by 

stunningly beautiful mountains. Views that can literally 

take your breath away with their beauty. Turn around 

from staring at the sun-soaked sugar cane and palm 

trees and you have your breath knocked out of you by 

abject, grinding poverty -- a Haitian sugar cane village 

of shacks, dirt roads, and shoeless and naked children. 

 A typical day in the life of a family in a 

Dominican Batey would be the father working from 

dawn to dusk, six days a week, cutting sugar cane by 

hand with a worn machete. For all of his toil and 

sweat, he may make $5 per day as he is paid by the 

weight of the cane he has cut. The six kids have all 

been tended to by their hardworking mom, who 

spends her day cooking over an open fire whatever is 

available for her family to eat. She works continually 

tidying up her shack (dirt floor and all).  

 Their home is provided for them by the owners 

of the sugar cane plantation, as long as the cane cutter 

remains healthy and productive in the fields. "Home" is 

probably a term that most would not use for the 

family's dwelling place, and even shack is generous. It 

is an eight-foot-by-ten-foot structure of scrap pieces of 

wood -- nailed gingerly to the supporting "beams," 

which actually are just branches and sticks. The roof 

is a combination of scraps of metal, banana tree 

leaves, and random pieces of trash that have been 

tossed up there to try and keep the rain out. 

  Why are our somewhat spoiled privileged 

American children in the Bateys? The bottom line is 

that we want to help these families, and the rest of 

the village – to build them latrines and install water 

filters to provide them with basic sanitation so they 

can be healthy and strong, and to give them the 

opportunity to go to school and have a future other 

than the brutal sugar cane fields. This is why our kids 

are there. They are learning to be giving people. 

They are learning to be future Rotarians.  

 There is much more to the story of the 

Haitians in need in the Dominican Republic. In the 

next few weeks we tell you why they are in the 

Bateys in the first place. It is not an easy story. 

 

 

 



 

Sherlock Holmes and Dr Watson go on 

a camping trip. After a good dinner and 

a bottle of wine, they retire for the 

night, and go to sleep. 

Some hours later, Holmes wakes up 

and nudges his faithful friend. "Watson, 

look up at the sky and tell me what you 

see." 

"I see millions and millions of stars, 

Holmes" replies Watson. 

"And what do you deduce from that?" 

Watson ponders for a minute. "Well, 

astronomically, it tells me that there are 

millions of galaxies and potentially 

billions of planets. Astrologically, I 

observe that Saturn is in 

Leo. Horologically, I deduce that the 

time is approximately a quarter past 

three. Meteorologically, I suspect that 

we will have a beautiful day 

tomorrow. Theologically, I can see that 

God is all powerful, and that we are a 

small and insignificant part of the 

universe. 

But what does it tell you, Holmes?" 

Holmes is silent for a moment. 

“Watson, you idiot!” he says. Someone 

has stolen our tent! 

     .

 

Congratulations Jacqui Winship on 

the removal of your yellow ribbon by 

your sponsor, Bill Marohn. 

Rotarians With Guests 

Jackie Huie brought a smiling, happy young man, Matt 

Gibiec. 

Debra Trapikas brought her daughter Riley and five friends: 

K.V. Rathnam, Vineesha Rathnam, Jim O’Haver, Briana 

Dixon and Fena D’Attilio.                             

                                                    

 Visiting Rotarians                            Sally Ernst of Lakeshore 

New Member                                    Tim Smith 

                                                              Exe. Dir. Of Gateway 

Svcs. 

 

            LOST IN TRANSLATION 

 

 The name Coca-Cola in China was first rendered as Ke-kou-ke-la. 

Unfortunately, the Coke company did not discover until after thousands 

of signs had been printed that the phrase means "bite the wax tadpole" 

or "female horse stuffed with wax" depending on the dialect. Coke then 

researched 40,000 Chinese characters and found a close phonetic 

equivalent, "ko-kou-ko-le," which can be loosely translated as 

"happiness in the mouth." 

 In Taiwan, the translation of the Pepsi slogan "Come alive with the 

Pepsi Generation" came out as "Pepsi will bring your ancestors back 

from the dead." 

 Also in Chinese, the Kentucky Fried Chicken slogan "finger-lickin' good" 

came out as "eat your fingers off." 

 The American slogan for Salem cigarettes, "Salem - Feeling Free," got 

translated in the Japanese market into "When smoking Salem, you feel 

so refreshed that your mind seems to be free and empty."  

 When General Motors introduced the Chevy Nova in South America, it 

was apparently unaware that "no va" means "it won't go." After the 

company figured out why it wasn't selling any cars, it renamed the car in 

its Spanish markets to the Caribe.  

 When Parker Pen marketed a ballpoint pen in Mexico, its ads were 

supposed to say "It won't leak in your pocket and embarrass you." 

However, the company mistakenly thought the spanish word 

"embarazar" meant embarrass. Instead the ads said that "It won’t leak in 

your pocket and make you pregnant." 
 An American t-shirt maker in Miami printed shirts for the Spanish market 

which promoted the Pope's visit. Instead of the desired "I Saw the Pope" 

in Spanish, the shirts proclaimed "I Saw the Potato." 

 Colgate introduced a toothpaste in France called Cue, the name of a  

notorious porno magazine. 

 In Italy, a campaign for Schweppes Tonic Water translated the name 

into Schweppes Toilet Water. 

http://www.foreignstudents.com/the-common-room/jokes
http://www.foreignstudents.com/the-common-room/jokes
http://www.foreignstudents.com/the-common-room/jokes


 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
            

 

 

THANK YOU , 

ALLAN WESTMAAS 

You continue to 

make us smile! 

                    

No Meeting Next Week 
Instead, it is the 

Installation Dinner of 

New Officers 

Mike, Clay and Steve 

and introduction of new board and  

committee chairs. 

Hilton Garden Inn 

Monday, June 29, 2015 

Doors Open at 5:30 pm 

Dinner at 6:30 pm 

Last Chance to Register Now! 

Reservations must be received by noon 

tomorrow, June 24, 2015 

Contact Steve Smith 

Email: ssmith@dds-law.net 

Or call at (269) 983-1400 

$35.00/per person 

When contacting Steve, let him know your 

menu choice of 

Apple Brie Chicken, 

Trotter Steak, 

 or Vegetarian Option 

                                    

FOUR-WAY TEST 

FIRST … Is it the TRUTH? 

SECOND … Is it FAIR to all concerned? 

THIRD … Will it build GOOD WILL and BETTER 

FRIENDSHIPS? 

FOURTH …. Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned? 

mailto:ssmith@dds-law.net
http://heydontforget.com/img/hey-dont-forget-logo.png
http://heydontforget.com/img/hey-dont-forget-logo.png

