
CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

Mon.,  11.2.15  - Volunteer  

Income Tax Assistance Program 

Mon., 11.9.15 - Court  -Appointed  

Special Advocates (CASA) 

Wed., 12.2.15 - Holiday Party at 

                  SJRYC, 6:00-8:00 p.m.     

 

NO WEEKLY MEETINGS ON 

THE FOLLOWING DAYS: 

November 30, 2015  

December 29, 2015 

January 18, 2016 

May 30, 2016 

July 4, 2016 

If St. Joseph Schools declare a 

snow day, so do we! 
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It seems we have been blessed with a rather unusual summer filled  

with a plethora of summer like temperatures. The falling of autumn 

leaves all around us is trying to tell us something. Listen carefully 

and do not be caught unaware. 

Berrien County Sheriff Tactical Response Unit 

Lt. Dan Jewell of the Berrien County Sheriff Tactical Response Unit was 

introduced by Chair of the Day Sheriff Paul Bailey as the speaker of the 

day at the Monday meeting of October 26, 2015.  

In 1968 the first SWAT (Special Weap-
ons and Tactics) Team was established 
by the LA Police Department under Chief 
Daryl Gates. The purpose was driven by 
the need to create specialized units that 
were trained in handling high risk inci-
dents such as Hostage Rescues, Barri-
caded gunman, Search Warrants, Arrest 
Warrants and Riots. In 1974 under the 
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under the direction of Sheriff Forest (Nick) Jewel, the Berrien County Sheriff  SWAT team was created. 

The original team members were sent to the FBI academy in Quantico, Virginia for their training. Sice 

then over 60 personnel have served or is currently active within the team. The Berrien County Sheriff’s 

Office changed its name from SWAT to the TRU (Tactical Response Unit) in the mid 90’s. 

Since the original five team members of 1974, the TRU now has an authorized strength of 22 members. 

The team also incorporates members from other agencies within Berrien County by a cooperative mem-

orandum of understanding. The Unit is led by one team leader and two squad leaders. 

The TRU is tasked with the same responses that were needed back in 1968 along with increasing re-

sponsibilities in the changing world climate.  The threat of terrorist activity, school shootings, and Civil 

unrest has forced these specialized teams to work very diligently in meeting the threat and sophistication 

of today’s criminal tactics. The Berrien County Sheriff’s Office is dedicated in staying current with these 

challenges and providing its special teams with the resources and training they 

need.  

Similar to the U.S. Army Special Forces, or Rangers, or the Navy Seals, team 

members must train in a wide range of areas, including active shooter program, 

sniper training, trauma care, force on force training, diversion tactics, tubular as-

sault, vehicle assault, and cold weather training. Also part of the training includes 

hazardous materials training, rappelling, rifle training, HEMP training,  

crisis negotiation and training  to protect the nuclear plant personnel and opera-

tions. In fact, our TRU team are badged employees of the Cook Nuclear Plant, 

allowing them access to anywhere on the site.  

The team is also trained in non-lethal techniques to take down an armed person. One way of doing this 

is non-lethal type bullets. This is accomplished through 40mm exact impact bullets. Seventy percent of 

people posing potential threats don’t need to be taken down by lethal 

force.  

Recently, Robert Oneil, the man who shot Osama Bin Laden and is the 

number one person on the “hit” list of enemies came to Saint Joseph to 

speak. The tactical team was asked to protect him while here.  

The TRU trains on a regular basis to maintain skills and fulfill annual train-

ing tasks that meet and exceed operational goals required interdepart-

mentally and also meeting state and federal requirements. The TRU also 

trains and performs joint operations with other Local Law Enforcement, FBI and the Michigan State Po-

lice Tactical Teams. 

Our community and county are in good hands. Our sheriff’s office is constantly looking out for our resi-

dents. The tactical response team is one of the best in the country. The men and women who have 

served, and are serving, on this team are the best trained so that they can do their job to the best of their 

ability. This is an amazing group of people and under the leadership and guidance of Dan Jewell and 

Sheriff Paul Bailey, we should all be proud. 



GIVE BACK NIGHT  
BENEFITS INTERACT 

Silver Beach Pizza and the local 

Interact Clubs are teaming to-

gether to have a “GIVE BACK 

NIGHT” on Wednesday, Novem-

ber 18, 2015.  

The family favorite restaurant will 

be donating 10% of ALL sales 

between the hours of 4—9 pm to 

the Interact Club. 

How can you help?  Simply dine 

in or carry out from Silver Beach 

Pizza on Wednesday, November 

18 from 4-9 pm.  

 

WELCOME OUR NEW 

YOUTH EXCHANGE 

OFFICER! 

One of our new members is a 

former Rotary Youth Exchange 

Student. Please welcome  

Jennifer Kirsch as the new 

Youth Exchange Officer. Jennifer 

will be replacing Deb Trapikas, 

since Debra was appointed as 

the new District Secretary, as 

well as our Club Communica-

tions Officer. Jennifer is a clinical 

psychologist and a proverbial ray 

of sunshine who spent an ex-

change year in France. Young 

and enthusiastic, Jennifer will be 

a breath of fresh air to our club 

and the Youth Exchange Pro-

gram. Jennifer is also on the 

Club Communications team and 

wrote last weeks e-Wheel! 

 

 

Photo Caption 

JOKE OF THE WEEK 
An old man went to the Doctor complaining that his wife could barely hear. 

The Doctor suggested a test to find out the extent of the problem, “Stand far 

behind her and ask her a question, and then slowly move up and see how far 

away you are when she first responds.” The old man, excited to finally be 

working on a solution for the problem, runs home and sees his wife preparing 

supper. “Honey” the man asks standing around 20 feet away, “what’s for  

supper? After receiving no response he tried it again 15 feet away, then 10 

feet away and always no response. Finally, at 5 feet away … he asked, 

“honey, what’s for dinner?”  She replies, “For the fourth time it’s lasagna!” 

 



 

Contact Us 

The Rotary Club 

of Saint Joseph—

Benton Harbor 

www.sjbhrotary,co

m 

Go to the website 

to find the names 

and contact infor-

mation for our of-

ficers. Any of 

them will be more 

than willing to 

help answer your 

questions or con-

cerns. 

 

 

 

Sign up for the Annual Holiday Party in 

the foyer of the Heritage Museum. You 

do need to pay until the night of 

the party if you don’t wish to. However, 

please undersand that if you sign up for 

the Annual Holiday Party, you are re-

sponsible for payment, even if you decide 

not to attend. 

Interact Club members will be at the An-

nual Holiday Dinner to sell Holiday Tree 

Decorations for $5.00 each. It’s not what 

you see on the outside …. It is what is in 

the inside that makes it totally worth it to 

purchase. 

The Communications Committee is still 

looking for a few good men or women to 

work on the e-Wheel, our directories and 

our website. If interested, call Debra, 

CCO, at 269-861-0718. 

Until next week, enjoy the beautiful  

Autumn weather we are experiencing. 

See you next Monday! 


