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CELEBRATE ROTARY WAS A MONUMENTAL SUCCESS! 
 
The Celebration Rotary event on April 13, 20-16 was a great success!  We had a huge turnout and the community got to learn 

more about the programs and opportunities for international and local service that Rotary offers. It was a perfect way to celebrate 

the 98th Anniversary of the chartering of the Rotary Club of Saint Joseph – Benton Harbor. 

 

Booths were set up by Rotarians to inform the community about Rotary history, the Interact club, the student mentoring 

program, track meet, essay contest, international youth exchange, RYLA, the local foundation, international initiatives and the 

foundation, the Dominican Republic water project, End Polio Now, and membership and communications. 

 

We also had the opportunity to present Coach Elliot Uzelac, the Coach of the Benton Harbor football program, as the 2016 

Honorary Paul Harris Fellow. Coach Uzelac has truly improved the lives of young people in Benton Harbor and unified our 

community around both competitive and moral success. 

 

Also joining our Celebration were District Governor Rick Briscoe (Kalamazoo), District Governor Elect Bill Smith (Climax), 

and several Past Different Governors: Terry Allen, Bill Dimond and Dick Sammis. See pictures on page 4 . 

  

 

DYNAMIC DUO CHOSEN AS 

ROTARY HEROES 

 

 
Allan Westmaas (L), President Mike Kinney (C) 

and Dennis Bowen (R) 

 

 

 

 
No, not Batman and Robin. But our own Dennis Bowen and 

Allan Westmaas have been named Rotary Heroes for the 

Saint Joseph – Benton Harbor Rotary Club. A Rotary Hero 

is a veteran Rotarian who best exemplifies “Service above 

self.”  They will be honored at the District Conference in 

Kalamazoo on April 23rd. 

 

Dennis Bowen served as Choir Director for the Saint Joseph 

High School for many years. Although he won’t admit it he 

was a favorite teacher and was remembered for his 

musicality and humor. After retiring from St. Joseph High 

School he served as Volunteer Director for Lakeland 

Hospital. His humor and expertise on the piano never fails 

to start club meetings off with a smile. 

 

Dennis continues to show dedication to our local youth, 

serving as Chairman of our Rotary Track Scholarship 

Committee. 

 

Allan Westmaas enthusiasm as song leader gets the Rotary 

meeting off with gusto. Allan served as a CPA at Gast 

Manufacturing for 33 years. A Rotarian since 1970, Allan 

served as Club President and co-chaired the committee that 

 
                                                             See Dynamic Duo on page 2 
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SJPS SUPTERINTENDENT ANN 

CARDON AND TECHNOLOGY 

COORDINATOR BRIAN PARSONS 

EXPLAIN THE PROPOSED BOND 

TO BE VOTED ON MAY 3rd 
 

Superintendent Ann Cardon and Brian Parsons, Technology 

Director of Saint Joseph Public School District, joined us to 

discuss the upcoming Saint Joseph Public Schools Bond 

proposal scheduled to be voted on May 3rd and inform us 

about the Board of Education’s plan for sustainability. 

 

             
 
Ann Cardon (l) Jim Mahron (Chair of the Day) (c) and 

Brian Parsons (r). 

 

Ann and Brian identified three main areas of focus for the 

future, including technology, transportation, safety and 

security. Technology is an essential focus, as the underlying 

technology infrastructure of the District needs updating due 

to the technology evolving so quickly. The District’s 

technology needs were forecasted for the next 15 years and 

a plan for a revenue stream has been put in place. 

 

Transportation is also essential, and included in the current 

bond proposal is the initial purchase of three buses, with 

one bus purchase a year built into the budget for the lifespan 

of the bond. Safety and security needs will be addressed in 

the bond by updating and increasing the amount of security 

cameras and swipes in the elementary schools, middle 

school and high school. 

 

 

 

 

In the bond proposal, it is indicated that the total amount of 

the bonds for the time period 2016-2028, will not exceed 

$8,400,000. Should the proposal pass, the District would be 

issued $2,450,000. in 2016, $3,055,000 in 2020 and 

$2,895,000 in 2024. This works out to $0.35 on each $1,000 

taxable property value meaning that home in the district 

assessed for $100,000 would only cost homeowners an 

additional $35 a year in taxes. 

 

An additional benefit of the bond proposal is that the 

District will be able to spend more of its finances on 

programming for students, as relief will be provided to the 

General Fund. Current bonds are scheduled to be fully paid 

back by 2035. 

 

 

DYNAMIC DUO CONTINUED 
 

raised the Club foundation to over a million dollars. The 

Foundation provides grants to deserving local organizations. 

Allan has been a song leader for “as long as he can 

remember.”  He was noted for his leadership directing 

youngsters in singing at an annual Church Camp and now 

gets widely assorted voices to sing together.  

 

The Dynamic Duo will be honored with all over Club 

Heroes next week, April 23, in Kalamazoo at the Annual 

District Conference.  

 

Rick Villa nominated the duo and it was quickly decided by 

a unanimous vote. The District had not had a duo since the 

beginning of the “Rotary Hero” but after being told about 

Dennis and Allan, thought that it had to be a duo as well.  

We are all thankful for the Monday morning songs when 

Dennis takes the piano and Allan leads us in song with a 

smile as wide as the ocean. Many Rotarians say they look 

forward to the Monday sing-alongs with Allan because it 

makes them feel good the rest of the day.  

 

DISTRICT CONFERENCE NEXT 

WEEKEND 
 

The Annual District Conference will be held Saturday, 

April 23rd in Kalamazoo at the Radisson Hotel downtown. 

Our club has six electors who may go and vote for any  

changes being proposed, which may affect our club. We 

have only two people going to represent us. If you are 

interested in going and helping define our future, contact 

Mike Kinney. 
 

LOOKING FOR MEMBERS to work on the 

Communications Committee to:  1) write press releases, 2) 

write the e-wheel each week, 3) update the website and 

facebook page, 4) take pictures, 5) write brochures and other 

PR tools as needed. Contact Debra Trapikas @ 269-861-

0718 or tawana53@aol.com   

mailto:tawana53@aol.com


Page 3 

JOKE OF THE DAY! 
It’s Fundraising Time! 

A hurricane blew across the Caribbean. It didn't take long 

for the expensive yacht to be swamped by high waves, 

sinking without a trace. 

There were only two survivors: the boat's owner Dr. Eskin 

and its steward Benny. Both managed to swim to the closest 

island. After reaching the deserted strip of land, the steward 

was crying and very upset that they would never be found. 

The other man was quite calm, relaxing against a tree. 

"Dr. Eskin, how can you be so calm?" cried the Benny. 

"We're going to die on this lonely island. We'll never be 

discovered here." 

"Sit down and listen to what I have to say, Benny," began 

the confident Dr. Eskin. "Five years ago I gave the United 

Way $500,000 and another $500,000 to the United Jewish 

Appeal. I donated the same amounts four years ago. And, 

three years ago, since I did very well in the stock market, I 

contributed $750,000 to each. Last year business was good 

again, so the two charities each got a million dollars." 

"So what?" shouted Benny. 

"Well!" smiled Dr. Eskin, "It's time for their annual fund 

drives. They'll find me." 

 

 
Mary Anderson brought Amy Evers 

Jackie Huie brought Don Johnson 

Mike Kinney brought Steve Townsend 

 

Dave Krieger (Benton Harbor Sunrise) 

 

4/16   Bobo Brazil Park Cleanup Day 9a-12p 

4/18  Rotary Meeting: Rotary Essay Contest Winners 

4/22 and 4/23 District Conference in Kalamazoo 

4/25  Rotary Meeting: Dianne Braybrook, Sarett Nature Center 

Fri., 5/6   Rotary Track Meet at Benton Harbor High School;  

4:30 pm – Preliminaries, 6 pm Finale 

Contact Randy Bettich or Jim O’Malley for more information. 

 

 

 

BANNERS SWAPPED! 

 
New member Jennifer Cole recently returned from vacation 

in Playa del Carmen, and while there swapped club banners 

with Seaside Rotary Club. She was able to share the 

experience with our club on Monday 

 

                            
 

FUNDRAISER FOR THE 

INTERACT CLUB! 
 

Our Interact clubs will be travelling to the Dominican 

Republic again this year to continue installing bio-sand 

water filtration systems, building latrines and passing out 

educational supplies. They need our help in order to do this. 

 

THURSDAY, APRIL 21 Chili’s will give the club 10% of 

proceeds, IF you have a voucher to turn in. The voucher is 

below. Please cut it out and join Rotarians to have a dinner 

at Chili’s. You can also cut out the vouchers to give to 

friends and family as well.  

 

Please find the voucher on the last page, there are four of 

them, and you can always print more if you need them. 

Let’s help the kids, so the kids can help other kids who truly 

need a helping hand. 

 

NOTE:  These vouchers must be distributed before getting 

to Chili’s, so if you are giving them out to friends or family, 

please do so before arriving. Also, the vouchers may onl be 

used for DINE-IN or TO-GO orders. Gift cards are 

excluded. 

 

And now, what you have been waiting for – the pictures 

from Celebrate Rotary will follow! 
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PLEASE!  CUT THESE OUT 

AND DISTRIBUTE TO 

FRIENDS AND FAMILIES! 

PRINT AS MANY AS YOU 

NEED. NO LIMIT. 


