
 
 

JUNE 8, 2015 

A particularly patriotic day with Lest We Forget and news of the 9/11 Resiliency Plaza. Keeping with the theme 

Allan Westmaas led us in song with “God Bless America” and we all enjoyed a bright, sunny day that finally felt 

like summer. 

                                          NEVER TO BE FORGOTTEN 

We all remember where we were at 

8:46 A.M. on September 11, 2011. 

Militants from the terrorist group 

Al-Qaeda hijacked four plans: two 

crashed into the World Trade 

Center; one into the Pentagon ad te 

fourth went down in Pennsylvania. 

Close to 3,000 people lost their 

lives that day. 343 of those lost 

were firefighters or paramedics and 

several dozen were New York City 

or Port Authority police officers. 

Only six people who were in the 

towers when they collapsed 

survived. 

 

         
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

The team is comprised of two 

artists, a photographer, architect, 

contractor, landscaper, real estate 

developer and an attorney.  See Page 2 

While these events were 

horrifying, Peter Colovis of the 

Prairier Real Estate Group and 

Trace Valpo from Pearson 

Construction reminded us that 

this was also an epic moment in 

history because of the heroism 

of all those who responded to 

the disaster. For those of us who 

were around at this moment in 

history, it is up to us to make 

sure that we preserve this 

memory for generations to come 

because we have been changed 

forever. 

In New York City, the location 

where the twin towers stood is 

now the site of an underground 

museum. Above the site sits two 

square pools of water where 

each of the towers once stood. 

But the question is – what can 

we do locally to make sure this 

event is properly memorialized? 

In 2009 the New York/New 

Jersey Port Authority began 

accepting requests for the 

approximately 450 pieces of 

wreckage that have been 

preserved as historical artifacts. 

The American Red Cross of 

Berrien County acquired one of 

these artifacts (H-0057b) in 

2010. Peter Colovos joined the 

project in 2013 and quickly 

assembled a team of volunteers 

who joined forces with the 

solitary goal of creating a public 

display for this piece of history. 



 

Continued from Page 1 

In January 2014, the nonprofit 

World Trade Firmitas was created 

to manage Project Resiliency with 

the groundbreaking scheduled for 

July 1, 2015 and the dedication 

ceremony planned for September 

11, 2015. 

 

The 9/11 Resiliency Plaza will be 

located in the heart of Benton  

Harbor, across the street from the 

Benton Harbor Police/Fire 

Department and next to the city 

library and will provide a home to 

the 9/11 artifact. This plaza serves 

to honor the incredible sacrifices of 

the first responders involved in 9/11 

and as a remembrance of the events 

that took place that day. 

 

This project will be fully funded by 

private donations and maintained by 

World Trade Firmitas. There will be 

no recognition of donors at the site, 

but recognition is certainly due to 

those who have volunteered their 

time and talent to make this 

historical site a reality for Berrien 

County. Thank you World Trade 

Firmitas Board Members Peter 

Colovos, Laurie Schmidt, Cynthia 

Colovos and Committee Members 

Josh Andres, Kathy Burczak. Jerry 

Catania, Tiana Davidson, Gene de 

la Foret, Tim Drews, Sean Ebbert, 

David Knight, Burt Pearson, Clay 

McCausland, Trace Volpe, 

Christine Wilke and Michael 

Wychers. 

 

To find out more about Project 

Resilience, go to www.proj-

Resiliency.org

 

      Artifact # H-0057b) 

              The Beam 

The Nunsense Story 

 

Support Rotarians Lisa Cripps-Downey and 

Donna Metz in the Twin City Player’s production of Nunsense. The musical 

is the story of a fundraiser put on by the Little Sisters of Hoboken to raise 

money to bury sisters accidentally poisoned by the convent cook Sister 

Julia. 

Donna Metz plays Mother Superior and Lisa Cripps-Downey plays Sister 

Amnesia. Remaining performances are June 12,13,14,19,20,21,26,27 and 

28.  The production is sponsored by Professional Hearing Services. 

Performance times are 8:00 PM for Friday and Saturday evening 

performances and Sunday matinees are held at 2:00 PM. Tickets are $15 but 

group rates are also available. Tickets can be purchased by calling the box 

office at 269-429-0400 or online at www.twincityplayers.org. 

FLAG EXCHANGE 

 

Prudy Barrett recently traveled 

to Grenada. When she 

returned, she brought a flag 

from a local Grenada Rotary 

with her. Barrett visited the 

area as part of a Rotary 

Foundation project in 

evaluation of a recent project. 

One aspect of this project was 

refurbishing a hospital wing 

that was destroyed by 

Hurricane Ivan. Barrett says 

she was put to shame to see 

how has been accomplished by 

these 18 Rotarian members. 

While there, she was able to 

get a local Rotary flag and she 

proudly turned it over to the 

Rotary Club.  

ROTARIANS WITH 

GUESTS 

Dwight Bowman brought his 

son Darwin. 

Lisa Cripps-Downey brought 

her daughter Zoe. 

Sean Ebbert brought Peter and 

Cynthia Colovos and Trace 

Volpe. 

Maria Kibler brought  

Jerry Sarno 

Burt Pearson brought his wife 

Meg 

Randy Reimers brought his son 

David 

VISITING ROTARIANS 

Larry Deniston from 

Kalamazoo 

Robert Montress and Tony 

Korican from Lakeshore 

The Nunsense Story 

http://www.proj-resiliency.org/
http://www.proj-resiliency.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Thinking about visiting Cuba?  Beat the rush and talk 

to Gayle Olson about opportunities to tour the country! 

 

 

 
 

            

 

Your weekly email is brought to you by Debra 

Trapikas and Emily Hosinski. If you have an 

announcement, a bit of news you wish to share or a 

story you wish to share, please write one or both at 

Emily_m_hosinski@whirlpool.com or 

tawana53@aol.com. Be sure and thank Aaron 

Bradford for this wonderful photography. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 June  15 – Speakers Elvin Gonzalez 

(Berrien County Trial Court – Family 

Division Administrator) and Terrie Matthes 

(Berrien County Trial Court Family 

Division Intake Manager):  Program 

“Innovative Mental Health Case 

Management System in Berrien County” 

 June  19-21- Lest We Forget (see story) 

 June 22 – Maya Kerbellec, our French 

Exchange Student gives an Exit 

Presentation 

 June 25 – Board Meeting at Area Agency 

on Aging at 7:30 AM 

 June 29 – No noon meeting. Installation 

Dinner. See Steve Smith for reservations 

and tickets at the Hilton Garden Inn. 

DID YOU KNOW? 

                                       

 

 

Maria Kibler and 21 students and seven other chaperones are departing this weekend for the 

Dominican Republic where they will be handing out educational supplies, installing Bio-sand 

water filtration systems, and working on building bathroom facilities. Thank you to all Rotarians 

who supported their fundraising efforts, accounting for 50% of the $40,000 necessary to make 

this trip possible. To follow the Interact Club this week on Facebook, just go to Dominican 

Republic. 

WELCOME TO OUR 

NEWEST ROTRIAN 

AMY ZAPAL 

Executive Director 

Heritage Museum and Cultural Center 

Sponsored by Charles Jesperson 

 

Sean Ebbert slapped down a full 

$20 Happy Bucks to celebrate 

his 20th Wedding Anniversary? 

Congratulations. We are 

assuming his wife is celebrating 

too? 

mailto:Emily_m_hosinski@whirlpool.com
mailto:tawana53@aol.com


 

 

Lest We Forget is dedicated to promoting patriotism in schools and communities throughout Southwest 

Michigan and promises to “brighten the future by illuminating the past” through education, special events and 

veterans’ programs.  Rotarian Jim O’Malley wants to make sure that WE don’t forget the upcoming special 

events coordinated by the organization on June 19-21. 

These events are free to the public and will take place at the Southwest Michigan Regional Airport and 

surrounding locations. On Friday, June 19 at The Chapel, the public is invited to “Remembrances” where the 

unit that was featured in the book and movie, “We Were Soldiers” will be reuniting. On Saturday, June 20, get to 

the airport hangar for a full day of events and re-enactments starting at 8:00 AM. Events of the day include a 

Vietnam re-enactment, 60’s Fashion Show and Bob Hope USO Show. Events on Sunday, June 1. Also at the 

airport hangar, will start at 7:00 AM with Class Cars on Display, Church Services, Purple Heart Memorial 

Service and entertainment by Jack Benny, Jimmy Durante and Red Skelton (as provided by Lynn Roberts). The 

day concludes with a flyover by Vietnam era aircraft with a parachute drop. 

O’Malley questions why anyone would jump out of a perfectly good airplane. You will have to go to the events 

to find out why! 

No meeting on June 29th. 

Instead, we will celebrate the installation of our new 

officers and board. Mike Kinney will be installed as 

the President of our Rotary Club replacing Maria 

Kibler. Clay McCausland will now become our 

President-Elect and Steve Smith will fill the office of 

President Nominee. 

The Installation Dinner will take place at the Hilton 

Garden Inn. Steve Smith will be accepting 

reservations at the next two meetings. 

Things Dad Will Never Say 

1. Well, how about that! I'm lost. Looks like we'll have to stop 

and ask for directions. 

2. You know, pumpkin. Now that you're thirteen, you'll be 

ready for unchaperoned car dates. Won't that be fun? 

3.  I noticed that all your friends have a certain negative 

attitude. I like that! 

4.  Here's a credit card and the keys to my new car. Go crazy! 

5. What do you mean you want to play football? Figure 

skating not good enough for you, son? 

6.  Your Mother and I are going away for the weekend. You 

might want to consider throwing a party. 

7. Well, I don't know what's wrong with your car. Probably 

one of those doo-hickey thingies. You know, that makes it 

run or something. Just have it towed to a mechanic and pay 

whatever he asks. 

8. No son of mine is going to live under this roof without an 

earring. Now, quit your belly aching and let's go to the mall. 

9. What do you want to go and get a job for? I make plenty of 

money for you to spend. 

10. Father's Day? Ah, don't worry about that. It's no big deal! 

 

http://71.6.131.182/life/jokes.htm

