
IMPORTANT DATES
❖ 11/24: HAPPY THANKSGIVING!
❖ 11/28 Meeting: Tom Watson, Friend 

of the Court
❖ 11/30: November Board Meeting at 

7:30 AM at Area Agency on 
Aging--date adjusted per 
Thanksgiving holiday

❖ 11/30: American Red Cross Blood 
Drive at Hilton Garden Inn 
12:00-5:45 PM

❖ 12/5 Meeting: Bob Judd, St. 
Joseph-Benton Harbor Rotary 
Foundation Grant Announcements

❖ 12/8: Rotary Holiday Party at the SJ 
River Yacht Club, 6:00-9:00 PM

NOVEMBER 21, 2016

Have a very Happy Thanksgiving! We had a holiday-appropriate lunch on 
Monday with turkey and stuffing...although some Rotarians noted the lack 
of mashed potatoes and gravy. Here’s hoping Ann Cardon’s mashed potato 

dreams come true this Thursday.

125 YEARS & COUNTING!

Child and 
Family 
Services of 
Southwest 
Michigan 
(CFSSWMI) 
is a fairly 
well known 

organization in our community but 
it’s surprising to learn that they’ve 
been around for 125 years! Joe 
Goepfrich first came to the 
organization because of his 
background in fundraising but has 
assumed the Executive Director role 
since 2014. His goal for our meeting 
was to share a bit of their history, 
provide information about the 
services they provide and a look 
toward where they are going in the 
future.

To look back at why they were 
founded, in the 1850s-1860s there 
were very few laws to protect 
women and children. In many ways, 
women and children were classified 
more like property than like human 
beings. In New York, there were a 
large number of orphans who were 
abandoned and living on the street. 

The city’s response to the problem 
was to put them on a train and ship 
them west. By the late 1800s, 
Chicago spoke out against this 
practice, citing their own challenge 
with caring for abandoned children 
who originated in Chicago.

At this time, the National Children’s 
Home Society was born. Michigan 
was the 5th state to join this 
coalition. In 1891, Dr. Amos Barlow, 
a dentist from St. Joseph was 
appointed District Supervisor for 
the Michigan chapter of this 
organization. The first child received 
services locally on September 28, 
1891.

The 1891 mission and the mission 
today are basically the same. It’s 
about providing support to 
vulnerable people so they can 
thrive in a safe and loving home. 
The programs have changed over 
the years based on need, but the 
sentiment has always been the 
same.

Continued on page 4 & 5
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ROTARIANS WITH GUESTS
David Burghart brought Michael Bell

The annual Rotary Holiday Party is coming to 
town! Thursday, December 8 from 6:00-9:00 
PM at the St. Joseph River Yacht Club. $12 per 
person. Prizes are needed for the event--if you 
can make a prize donation, please let the 
planning committee know. Please see Debra 
Trapikas at one of our next three meetings to 
RSVP or via email at tawana53@aol.com. 

Congratulations to Bob Braman on your 
impending retirement. Unfortunately, Bob will 

be leaving our club as he and his wife move 
about 2.5 hours away to be closer to family. He 
expressed great appreciation for the fellowship 

provided by our club.

THE SALVATION ARMY 
FUNDRAISER

Bill Marohn has confirmed that, once again, 
Linda Upton will be matching donations made 
to The Salvation Army by our club members. In 
order to qualify for the match, you must make 
your donation directly to Bill at our 12/12 or 
12/18 meeting.

mailto:tawana53@aol.com
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BOARD MEMBERS NEEDED FOR 
2017-2018

Rick Villa needs to secure our 2017-2018 board roster by 
the end of November. If you’re interested in getting more 
information, please contact Rick directly at 
rvilla@villaenv.com.

ROTARY INTERNATIONAL IN 
SOUTHWEST MICHIGAN

Jackie Huie shared that Rotary International 
representatives will be with us 12/5-12/7 to do a deeper 
dive on Interact and the Student Mentor program as well 
as the St. Joseph-Benton Harbor community.

It was a busy weekend for 
the Interact Clubs! It 
kicked off with the 
Thursday night Career 
Night at SJHS and 
continued into Friday with 
the Luminary Festival. 
After setting up the 
luminaries, the teens 
participated in Candy 
Canes for Cause which 
involved the sale of candy 
canes to raise money for 
St. Vincent DePaul’s 
baskets for families in 
need. $264 was raised by 
our teens!! On Sunday, 
the active weekend 
culminated with Raking 
for Rotary and three big 
yards were tended and 
about 300 bags of leaves 
collected.

A WEEKEND OF INTERACT
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ROTARY INTERNATIONAL NEWS
The Association of Fundraising Professionals has recognized 
The Rotary Foundation with its annual Award for 
Outstanding Foundation.

The award honors organizations that show philanthropic 
commitment and leadership through financial support, 
innovation, encouragement of others, and involvement in 
public affairs. Some of the boldest names in American giving 
— Kellogg, Komen, and MacArthur, among others —are past 
honorees.

“We are honored to receive this recognition from the AFP, 
which gives us even more reason to celebrate during our 
Foundation’s centennial year,” says Rotary Foundation 

Trustee Chair Kalyan Banerjee. “The continued strong support of Rotary members will help us keep our promise of a 
polio-free world for all children and enable the Foundation to carry out its mission of advancing world understanding, 
goodwill, and peace. We look forward to another 100 years of Rotary members taking action to make communities better 
around the world.”

The announcement came on 15 November, known to industry professionals since the 1980s as National Philanthropy Day. 
The award will be presented in early 2017 at the AFP’s annual conference in San Francisco.

Rotary Foundation Trustee Chair-elect Paul Netzel is set to accept the award on Rotary’s behalf, and Eric Schmelling, director 
of fund development at Rotary, will speak at the conference. The event is expected to draw more than 3,400 senior-level 
fundraising professionals from 33 countries.

“While almost everyone is familiar with Rotary, not everyone may realize just how much of an impact Rotary and The Rotary 
Foundation have had on countless people and communities across the globe,” says Jason Lee, AFP president and CEO. “On 
behalf of the entire charitable sector and people around the world, all of us at AFP are honored to be able to recognize The 
Rotary Foundation as our 2016 Outstanding Foundation.”

AFP’s committee of judges cited Rotary’s comprehensive campaign to eradicate polio as a major driver of the selection. They 
also mentioned that Rotary applies a methodical, purposeful approach to support a wide variety of causes, from providing 
clean water to educating the next generation of peace professionals.

125 YEARS & COUNTING (CONTINUED)

There are currently five programs under the CFSSWMI 
umbrella.
● Harbor House - adult day care services in Benton 

Harbor
● Autumn House - adult day care services in Paw Paw

These two programs provide a safe, supervised environment 
for adults with special needs during the daytime hours. This 
allows their caregivers respite or the freedom to work during 
those hours.
● Helping Hands Adult Homecare Services - in-home 

services for adults living independently who need 
assistance with daily living tasks such as personal 
care, cooking or cleaning.

● Safe Shelter for Domestic Violence - support for 
survivors of intimate partner domestic violence or 
sexual assault and their dependent children with 
either shelter, connection to community resources 
and/or legal assistance.

● West Michigan Guardianship - for adults who are 
unable to manage certain aspects of their lives such 
as financial assets and property.

CFSSWMI serves Berrien, Cass and VanBuren counties but 
their work is mostly unseen to the community. Unless you 
are a recipient of their services, it’s likely that you don’t even 
know they exist. They serve clients of all ages and work with 
many community non-profit organization.

http://www.afpnet.org/


125 YEARS & COUNTING (CONCLUDED)

All CFSSWMI programs are accredited by the Council on 
Accreditation and their next on-site visit will take place in 
March 2017. Given the nature of the programs offered, the 
organization has built a strong network with other community 
entities such as Veterans’ networks, the insurance industry, 
community mental health agencies, probate court, social 
security, adult foster care, financial and investment 
institutions, law enforcement, the courts, housing services, 
religious institutions and more.

Funding for the CFSSWMI programming comes from a variety 
of sources. The majority, 60%, comes from contract services 
from organizations such as Area Agency on Aging and 
Veterans’ groups. Additionally, 27% comes from private 
payment, 17% from grants, 7% from private contributions and 
4% from United Way of Southwest Michigan.

For over 100 years the CFSSWMI Auxiliaries have supported 
the work of the organization. They were originally known as 
the Women’s Auxiliary of Michigan Children’s Homes, the 
organization was founded in 1915 to give moral support to 
Michigan Children’s Home Society by furnishing needs for the 
children’s homes and for the children.

Looking toward the future, Joe shared the five initiatives that 
will be the focus in the upcoming years.
● Adult Day Services - evaluate property for Autumn 

House and moving to a new facility, the possibility of 
purchasing the existing Harbor House facility and 
expanding the Helping Hands program.

● Safe Shelter - move to an owned facility and define 
process to secure donations and financing.

● Retain and grow talent through a four-year plan.
● Strengthen fund development and marketing 

practices.
● Evaluate re-entering the youth service market. 

CFSSWMI formerly offered youth services through 
The Link but government funding for youth programs 
(homeless/runaway) has diminished.

There is a wealth of information available about CFSSWMI 
on their website www.cfsswmi.org. In closing, Joe shared 
that he sees CFSSWMI’s history as more than just of the 
organization--the legacy of caring is all our history and an 
amazing attribute of the community in which we live.

Fiscal Year 2015 Client Count by Program

Fiscal Year 2015 Unduplicated Client Count by County

Connect with the Rotary Club of St. 

Joseph-Benton Harbor

online at www.sjbhrotary.org Like us on Facebook!

WANT TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE eWHEEL?
Your weekly email is brought to you by Emily Hosinski, Jennifer VanBeck, Brandi Smith-Gordon and  Lisa 

Cripps-Downey with photography by Jen Cole. If you have an announcement, a bit of news you wish to share, 

or a story you wish to see featured, please write to RotarySJBH@gmail.com.
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https://www.facebook.com/pages/Rotary-Club-of-St-Joseph-Benton-Harbor/315154588531420?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Rotary-Club-of-St-Joseph-Benton-Harbor/315154588531420?fref=ts
mailto:RotarySJBH@gmail.com

