
IMPORTANT DATES
❖ 11/30 NO MEETING
❖ 12/2 Holiday Party at SJ 

River Yacht Club, 6:00-8:00 
p.m.

❖ 12/5 Bell ringing for The 
Salvation Army

❖ 12/7 Meeting: Rotary 
Foundation Grants

❖ 12/7 Celebrate Rotary 
Committee Meeting

❖ 12/14 Meeting: Holiday 
Music

❖ 12/14 & 12/21 - Donations 
collected for The Salvation 
Army

❖ 12/21 Meeting: TBD
❖ 12/28 NO MEETING

NOVEMBER 23, 2015
Happy Thanksgiving! As we approach this holiday season, we are ever 
mindful to be thankful for our blessings and for the fellowship provided 
by this club. Please keep those blessings in mind while reading this 
edition of the eWheel as there are many opportunities for charitability 
presented to us at this time.

Rotarians are already getting 
excited about Memorial Day 
weekend 2016 because that’s when 
the Senior PGA will be in town! 
We were joined by Ryan Ogle, 
Championship Director, to find out 
more about all that goes into 
making the event a success.

The Senior PGA is presented by 
PGA America. PGA stands for 
Professional Golfers Association 
and was established in 1916 and is 
made up of nearly 28,000 certified 
PGA Professionals and 
apprentices. The organization has 
two main initiatives: to grow the 
game of golf and to support their 
members.

Of the Championships conducted 
by the organization, there are five 
major events: Ryder Cup, PGA 
Championship, Senior PGA 
Championship presented by 
KitchenAid, KPMG Women’s 
PGA Championship and the PGA 
Grand Slam of Golf.

As you hopefully already know, 
the 2012 and 2014 Senior PGA 
Championships were played right 
here at Harbor Shores and the 
Championship is coming back 
again in 2016.

The Senior PGA Championship 
began in 1937 at Augusta National 
and 2016 marks the 77th Senior 
PGA Championship. If you do the 
math there, it doesn’t quite work 
out and that’s because there were 
no Championships played in 1943-
1944 due to World War II.

When you look at the list of 
previous host sites, including 
Augusta National, Valhalla Golf 
Club, Oak Hill Country Club, 
Bellerive Country Club, Harbor 
Shores is in quite good company 
and speaks very highly to the 
caliber and quality of that course.

Continued on page 3

SENIOR PGA IS ON THE WAY!
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JOKE OF THE WEEK

VISITING ROTARIANS
Gerald Nosotti from Sun City, Arizona

ROTARIANS WITH GUESTS
Maria Kibler brought Tim Dyer

Steve Smith brought Evan Ammeson
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Rotary officers and board members are 
needed for next year. If you’re interested 
or would like to nominate someone, 
please let Mike Kinney 
know. You can reach 
Mike by email at 
kinneyma@gmail.com.

The City of St. Joseph and St. Joseph Today send a 
big “thank you” to the Rotary Interact Club members 
for their assistance at the 12/20 Luminary Festival!

Speaking of Interact, changes are coming soon to the 
structure of the Interact Club. The program has been 
incredibly successful and due to the size of the club, 
some adjustments are needed. Congratulations to 
Maria Kibler on all you’ve done to make this happen!

Thank you also to everyone who dined on Silver 
Beach Pizza last week! Over $550 was raised for the 
Rotary Interact Club!

Michigan Lutheran has asked to participate in our 
annual spring track meet! Currently, ML does not 
have a track team and having the opportunity to train 
to qualify for our event may provide some 
acceleration to those plans.
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SENIOR PGA (CONTINUED)

The quality of the course is just 
one of the many reasons why 
Harbor Shores was chosen to host 
the Senior PGA Championship. 
Other factors include the 
relationship with Whirlpool 
Corporation and the KitchenAid 
brand, the proximity to major 
markets, the opportunity to grow 
the game and the opportunity to 
make a greater impact in a 
community.

While PGA of America does not 
conduct economic impact studies, 
from the numbers that they do 
know, they can report that having 
the Championship in our 
community provides over $10 
million in marketing exposure to 
over 100 countries and over 200 
million households. Looking at 
hotel revenue, there has been 
additional revenue of over $1 
million in 2012 and 2014. The 
event also provides 200-300 
temporary jobs leading up to and 
during the competition including 
security, concessions, ecology and 
parking, etc…

The Championship also provides 
opportunities for fundraising. For 
example, the Genesis Outreach 
Development Center has raised of 
$150,000 through selling 
concessions and has been able to 
invest those funds in a new bus to 
transport volunteers and the kids 
they serve.

Community engagement activities 
also serve to enhance our area 
during the years the Championship 
is in town. These include the 
community concert, merchant 
involvement and inclusion. 
Donations are also made directly 
from the PGA of America to local 
youth organizations, something 
that does not happen in any other 
community they visit. To date, 
nearly $500,000 has been donated 
locally.

In 2016, the Championship will 
take place May 24-29 and will be 
broadcast on both the Golf Channel 
(May 26-27) and NBC (May 28-
29). It’s expected that we’ll have 
40,000 spectators, 1,800 
volunteers, over 300 vendors and 
156 contestants.

There are some interesting 
numbers when you take a closer 
look at the logistics that go into 
making the event happen:

● 150,000  bottles of water
● 100,000 bottles of soda 
● 100,000 cups of beer
● 30+ miles of electrical 

cable
● Enough temporary A/C 

units to cool 200 average 
size homes

● 40,000+ gallons of diesel 
fuel 

● 100+ TV’s to the property
● 50,000 square feet of 

temporary facilities 
● 100,000 square feet of 

temporary flooring
● 12+ miles of gallery rope
● 300 semi trucks between 

April and June. 
● 60 motor coaches  
● 300 media and television 

broadcast personnel

If you are a business owner or 
executive, the Senior PGA 
Championship also provides a 
unique hospitality opportunity. 
Four standard packages are 
available for 5-20 people but 
customized packages can also be 
set to fit any budget. 

Currently, the Championship is 
about 80% to
the 1,800+ 
volunteers that are 
needed to make 
the event happen. 
Volunteers receive 
a polo shirt, tickets,
 volunteer 
hospitality and an 
appreciation party ($500+ value). 
The Rotary Club of Benton 
Harbor-St. Joseph marshals hole 15 
and 42-47 volunteers are needed to 
fulfill this pledge. We currently 
have 19 volunteers committed so at 
least 23 more are needed.

Other opportunities are also 
available for those who prefer an 
activity that allows for more 
sitting. These include admission 
sales & will call, contestant 
transportation, contestant 
evacuation, leader boards & 
through boards and merchandise. 
There are also opportunities for 
junior volunteers age 14-21.

Sign-up sheets have been 
circulating at Rotary weekly 
meetings. You can also consult 
Tom Chapman if you have 
questions or contact Rachel Wright 
at the PGA office at 269-487-3200 
or by email at rawright@pgahq.
com.
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FOUNDATION MONTH
We are reminded that November is 
Rotary International Foundation 
Month by our chairman Tom 
Chapman. Chapman says that he 
sees himself as an ambassador 
between the foundation and the 
club with the goal of keeping us 
informed.

The Mission Statement of the 
foundation is to support the efforts 
of Rotary International in the 
fulfillment of the Object of Rotary, 
Rotary's mission, and the 
achievement of world 
understanding and peace through 
local, national, and international 
humanitarian, educational, and 
cultural programs.

With Thanksgiving this Thursday, 
we also have “Black Friday”, 
“Small Business Saturday,” “Cyber 
Monday” and “Giving Tuesday.” 
On “Giving Tuesday,” we’re all 
encouraged to stop the shopping 
for a moment and consider a 
charitable contribution instead. 
Last year, over $100,000 was 
raised for the Rotary International 
Foundation.

Every Rotarian is encouraged to 
donate some amount every year, 
whatever that dollar amount may 
be. Last year, our club gave over 
$12,000 and this year we have a 
goal of at least $10,000.

Did you know that 92% of the 
funds donated to the foundation go 
directly to charitable programs? 

Funding goes toward both district 
and global grants. District grants 
fund smaller, short-term activities 
that address needs in your 
community and communities 
worldwide. Each Rotary district 
gets to choose which projects it 
will fund with these grants. Global 
grants support large international 
activities that have sustainable 
measurable outcomes in one or 
more of our areas of focus.

To donate to the Rotary 
International Foundation, visit 
www.rotary.org.
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SUPPORT FOR THE SALVATION ARMY
The Salvation Army is a 
fixture in many communities and locally, supports 
programs including aid to 
families, transitional care & 
work release, emergency 
financial assistance, emergency shelter, seasonal 
services, casework services, visitation services, 
worship services, Christian education, music & arts 
programs, character building programs and day care.

At our Rotary Meetings on 12/14 and 12/21, Bill 
Marohn will be collecting donations for our local 
Salvation Army. All donations are then matched by 
Linda Upton dollar-for-dollar. Last year, $12,275 was 
raised through club member donations and was then 
matched for a total contribution close to $25,000.

The sign-up form for bell ringing also made a few laps 
around the room for the Saturday, 12/5 date. If you are 
able to volunteer to help with this project, please 
contact Sean Ebbert at sebbert@pearsonconstruction.
com.

EXPANDING THE CELEBRATION
The funding request for the Celebrate Rotary event has 
been approved by the board! This event is an expansion 
upon, and reimagining of the End Polio Now spring 
after-hours. The biggest change will be the highly 
publicized invitation to the public. We see this as an 
opportunity to raise awareness of the work of Rotary in 
our community as well as a networking opportunity 
with the potential to amplify recruitment efforts. 

Sponsorships will be sought to offset the costs of 
having this event for the community with no charge at 
the door. Appetizers will be provided and a cash bar 
will be available. More details on sponsorship levels 
and benefits provided coming soon.

To get more involved with the Celebrate Rotary event, 
please email Emily Hosinski at 
emily_m_hosinski@whirlpool.com.
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IN CASE YOU MISSED IT // 
THE HERALD PALLADIUM

Spotlight remains white hot
ABC’s ‘GMA’ surprises Uzelac on 
live TV; Disney World trip for 
players announced.

Posted: Tuesday, November 24, 2015 
By LOUISE WREGE - HP Staff Writer
BENTON HARBOR - The 
national spotlight was once again 
on Benton Harbor High School 
football coach Elliot Uzelac on 
Monday when ABC's "Good 
Morning America" surprised him 
on live national television at a 
school assembly.

"I was shocked," said Uzelac after 
the broadcast. Being on live 
television wasn't the only surprise. 
It was announced that the 
RetailMeNot app will award a 
$10,000 academic scholarship to a 
Benton Harbor athlete in Uzelac's 
name. But the surprise that got the 
most applause was that the 40 
football players will receive an all 
expenses paid trip to Disney World 
in Florida. The Walt Disney 
Company owns ABC News.

"I almost fell over on that one," 
said Uzelac, who came out of 
retirement in July at age 74 to 

coach the team to its first winning 
season since 1989 and to the first 
playoff win in school history.

This wasn't the first time the team 
and its coach were on "Good 
Morning America," which aired a 
story the first week in November. 
In addition, the story of Uzelac and 
the team's success has been 
featured on ESPN and online via 
Sports Illustrated, and by a number 
of local and regional media outlets.

High School Principal Rodger 
Tripplett said Monday's surprise 
had been in the making for two 
weeks and somehow, no one tipped 
off Uzelac.

"Unbelievable," said Uzelac. "And 
my wife (kept the secret). That's 
the most amazing thing of all. Lies, 
lies, lies. After all these years, I 
didn't think she could do that."

Wendy Uzelac said it wasn't easy. 
"I almost slipped up a couple of 
times."

She said "Good Morning America" 
wanted to interview her for the 
segment at 7:30 a.m. a couple of 
weeks ago. She said getting out of 
the house at that hour without 
raising suspicions was tricky.

"I had to tell him we're having a 
meeting about the football banquet 
with Pastor (Brian) Bennett and 
that was the only time he could 
meet," she said.
Athletic Director Fred Smith was 
in charge of keeping Uzelac busy 
in his office at the high school until 
"Good Morning America" was 
ready for his live appearance. He 
said Uzelac knew there was a pep 
rally, but had no idea the TV show 
crew was in the gym.

Smith said Uzelac got restless 
about 10 minutes before the live 
show. "I had to tell him the student 
body wanted to thank him," he 
said.

On the way to the gym, Uzelac was 
met by T.J. Holmes of ABC News. 
Uzelac said he isn't resting on his 
past success. As his players were 
leaving the gym, he reminded them 
that they needed to lift weights 
later in the day.

"Today was one of the most 
magical moments," said Tripplett 
after the broadcast. "I'm so honored 
to see the spirit of the roar 
restored."

He said he wants to see the same 
success the football players had on 
the field carried into the classroom.
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Connect with the Rotary Club of St. Joseph-
Benton Harbor

online at www.sjbhrotary.org Like us on Facebook!

WANT TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE E-WHEEL?
Your weekly email is brought to you by Emily Hosinski, Debra Trapikas, Jennifer Kirsch and Lisa 

Cripps-Downey  If you have an announcement, a bit of news you wish to share, or a story you wish to see 
featured, please write to emily_m_hosinski@whirlpool.com.
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