
IMPORTANT DATES
❖ 12/14 Meeting: Holiday 

Music by Lake Michigan 
Catholic

❖ 12/14 & 12/21 - Donations 
collected for The Salvation 
Army

❖ 12/21 Meeting: Al Pscholka, 
Legislative Update

❖ 12/28 NO MEETING

DECEMBER 7, 2015
A date which will live in infamy--today’s meeting falls on the day each 
year when we pause to remember the attack on Pearl Harbor and honor 
those who fought valiantly in World War II. In a world where events 
meant to instill terror are becoming more and more common, we also 
take time to acknowledge those who are bringing positivity to the 
community. Today there are plenty of these reminders as we learn more 
about the programs that will be supported by funding from the Rotary 
Foundation!

Eight local non-profit and 
governmental organizations 
received recognition for their 
programs and each were rewarded 
with a grant from the Rotary Club of 
Saint Joseph – Benton Harbor on 
Monday, December 7, 2015 at the 
regular club meeting.

Robert Judd, secretary of the Saint 
Joseph – Benton Harbor Rotary 
Foundation said that organizations 
within the greater St. Joseph – 
Benton Harbor area are encouraged 
to apply each year for a Rotary 
Foundation grant. This includes the 
Twin Cities and the four 
surrounding townships. The next 
cycle of foundation applications will 
be announced in the fall of 2016. 

Over 30 applications were again 
received in this cycle, each one 
applying for grants of a minimum of 
$5,000.00 each. The Rotary

Foundation currently has over $1.5 
million dollars built up since 
starting the Foundation in 1980. 
Foundation resources come from 
gifts made by Rotarians and other 
individuals, families, businesses and 
local organizations. Normally, only 
income earned by the investment of 
these gifts is disbursed through 
grants, providing a continuing 
source of funding to benefit the 
community. 

The 2015 grant recipients are the 
Boys and Girls Club ($5,000), 
Curious Kids Museum ($14,000), 
Disability Network of SW MI-
Berrien Cass ($7,500), Hospice at 
Home ($5,000), Sarett Nature 
Center ($5,800), Senior Nutrition 
Services Region IV ($7,000). Soup 
Kitchen ($5,000) and the Volunteer 
Center of Southwest Michigan, Inc. 
($8,700). The total amount of the 
awards given is $58,000.00. 

A volunteer Board of Directors 
made up of Rotarians set policies 
and approves all grants. All 
directors have extensive service to 
and knowledge of our community. 
The funds of the Foundation are 
managed by the Foundation 
Investment Advisory Committee, 
which, in turn, is monitored 
regularly by the Foundation Board 
of Directors. 

Particular emphasis is given to grant 
applicants who are focused on 
efforts that seek to better 
opportunities for youth and special 
needs populations. Requests for 
ongoing operational funds and 
annual drives are assigned a low 
priority. Requests for sectarian 
religious purposes and programs, 
national fund-raising efforts, 
requests by political organizations, 
requests to fund program deficits or 
previously incurred obligations are 
ineligible.       

Continued on page 4

ROTARY CLUB OF ST. JOSEPH-BENTON HARBOR 
ANNOUNCES 2015 GRANT RECIPIENTS



JOKE OF THE WEEK

VISITING ROTARIANS
Terry Allen, Lakeshore Rotary

Brian Saxton, Benton Harbor Sunrise Rotary
Ryan Schroeder, Rotary Club of South Bend

ROTARIANS WITH GUESTS
Dwight Bowen brought Ryan Ogle
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
12/2 - Elden Butzbaugh
12/3 - Jerry Reimann
12/5 - Bob Braman
12/6 - Jay Haynes
12/9 - Mike Hanley
12/10 - Tom Hollowell & John Proos
12/16 - Randy Bettich & Amy Zapal
12/17 - Chuck Wells
12/18 - Don Radde
12/20 - Bob Judd & Charlie LaSata
12/24 - Val Grimes
12/30 - David Kirshenbaum & Tim Smith

And our newest birthday boy--welcome 
to the world Leonine Michael Kinney!

DECEMBER 10+ YEAR ROTARY ANNIVERSARIES
10 years - Jay Van Den Berg 26 years - Donna Probasco
14 years - Gyl Kasewurm & Bill Schalk 28 years - Dennis Bowen & 
18 years - Stephen Ross      Elowyn Keech
19 years - Mark Whitwam 32 years - David Kirshenbaum
20 years - Charlie LaSata 33 years - Don Radde
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COOK NUCLEAR PLANT CALENDARS 
ARE HOT OFF THE PRESSES!

Bill Downey reminded us to keep an eye out for the 
2016 Cook Nuclear Plant calendar. He also noted 
that the calendar contains important information 
about what to do in case of an emergency.

END POLIO NOW!
Former District Governor Terry Allen was on-site today 
to present our club with a certificate of appreciation for 
contributions to the End Polio Now initiative!

Congratulations Brian 
Berger on your 
Ribbonectomy!
(removal of new member yellow 
ribbon)

SENIOR PGA 
VOLUNTEER UPDATE
Tom Chapman shared that 
we’ve gotten a good 
response for volunteer 
sign-up but we still need 
more people to register. 
All volunteers who are 
registered by the end of 
the month will be entered 
into a raffle for a variety 
of prizes!

BUSTING AT THE SEAMS!
Interact Club has grown so large in recent years 
that the decision has been made to separate into 4 
separate clubs: St. Joseph, Lakeshore, Lake 
Michigan Catholic and Bridgman! 
Congratulations to Maria Kibler for the great 
success of the club!

SUPPORT FOR THE 
SALVATION ARMY
The Salvation Army is a 
fixture in many 
communities and locally, 
supports programs 
including aid to families, 
transitional care & work

release, emergency financial assistance, emergency 
shelter, seasonal services, casework services, visitation 
services, worship services, Christian education, music & 
arts programs, character building programs and day care.

At our Rotary Meetings on 12/14 and 12/21, Bill Marohn 
will be collecting donations for our local Salvation 
Army. All donations are then matched by Linda Upton 
dollar-for-dollar. Last year, $12,275 was raised through 
club member donations and was then matched for a total 
contribution close to $25,000.

Thanks also to all Rotarians who volunteered to ring The 
Salvation Army bell last Saturday--just over $800 was 
collected!



GRANT RECIPIENTS 
(CONTINUED)

Since the first grant were awarded 
in 1993, the Foundation has 
awarded 86 grants for a total of 
$714,150.00. Judd says he is 
ecstatic about the grants program 
because what the Rotary Club is 
doing for our community has 
changed the policy of the 
investment advisory community to 
be more aggressive. A former 
mayor of Saint Joseph, Judd 
continues to work tirelessly to find 
good projects for our community. 
He says that the grant recipients for 
this year all have programs which 
are beneficial for the community.

The Volunteer Center of Southwest 
Michigan submitted a grant request 
for their program, CASA of 
Berrien County, MI. The grant 
funding will go to recruit, screen 
and train specialized CASA 
volunteers to work with foster 
children in Berrien County. CASA 
stands for “Court Appointed 
Special Advocates” and receives 
no taxpayer or government funds 
whatsoever. They expect to be able 
to recruit, screen and train new 
volunteers within four months.

The Soup Kitchen will use their 
funding to remodel the dining 

room and purchase kitchen 
equipment. This project will begin 
immediately after the first of 2016.

Senior Nutrition Services Region 
IV cited in their application the 
need to ensure that no senior in 
Benton Harbor or Saint Joseph has 
to wait to receive home delivered 
meals. Program implementation 
will be immediately after being 
issued the funds.

Sarrett Nature Center, Inc applied 
for a grant for their program, Life 
Preservers and Life Enhancers, 
which are educational outings on 
Sarrett Nature Centers waterways 
and snowy trails which are 
dependent upon adequate 
equipment and safety supplies in 
order to carry out science lessons 
in Benton Harbor and Saint Joseph, 
They will be purchased personal 
flotation devices, paddles and 
kayaks and ski equipment.

Another important community 
project is the Merlin and Carolyn 
Hanson Hospice Center. Funds 
were needed to pay the room and 
board needs of residents of the 
Hospice Center as they are offered 
to all regardless of the ability to 
pay. The grant award will fund 
approximately 23 days of room and 
board at the Center.

The Disability Network has a 
program entitled, “Ramp Up” in 
Berrien County. The program 
builds ramps on the homes of 
people with disabilities who are 
facing barriers to accessing the 
community in Berrien County. The 
money funded will be used during 
the building season which is 
primarily in Spring/Summer.

The Curious Kids’ Museum 
applied for a grant in order to fund 
their Museum Outreach program. 
This is an educational extension of 
the Museum that takes mobile 
exhibits and presentations to 
schools, libraries, camps and 
festival to provide hands-on 
learning experiences that 
compliment current state scholastic 
objectives. All Outreach exhibits 
will be updated with new 
content/exhibits and will be 
completed by April 2016.

Finally, the Boys and Girls Clubs 
of Benton Harbor, through Project 
Learn, will have the ability to reach 
over 2,000 children and teens, 
providing them with the skills to 
succeed academically, become 
lifelong learners, graduate from 
high school on time and ultimately, 
reach their full potential as 
productive, caring, responsible 
citizens.
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Connect with the Rotary Club of St. Joseph-
Benton Harbor

online at www.sjbhrotary.org Like us on Facebook!

WANT TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE E-WHEEL?
Your weekly email is brought to you by Emily Hosinski, Debra Trapikas, Jennifer Kirsch and Lisa 

Cripps-Downey  If you have an announcement, a bit of news you wish to share, or a story you wish to see 
featured, please write to emily_m_hosinski@whirlpool.com.

http://www.sjbhrotary.org/
http://www.sjbhrotary.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Rotary-Club-of-St-Joseph-Benton-Harbor/315154588531420?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Rotary-Club-of-St-Joseph-Benton-Harbor/315154588531420?fref=ts
mailto:emily_m_hosinski@whirlpool.com

