
IMPORTANT DATES
❖ 3/14 Meeting: Ag Day! Matt 

Gura and Brent Christensen, 
Hops: The New Ag Crop for 
SW Michigan

❖ 3/18: College Game Night at 
the Heritage Museum & 
Cultural Center

❖ 3/21 Meeting: Joel Gebbie, 
Delivering the Nuclear 
Promise

❖ 3/21: Interact Club Career 
Night at SJHS Student 
Center, 6:00-7:30 p.m.

❖ 3/28 Meeting: Whitney 
Behnke, St. Joseph Today

❖ 4/6: Rotary District Training 
for Club Officers and 
Committee Chairs

❖ 4/13: Celebrate Rotary! 5:00-
7:00 p.m. at Shadowland at 
Silver Beach

❖ 4/22 & 4/23: District 
Conference in Kalamazoo

MARCH 7, 2016
A beautiful sunny day for our first meeting in March! Let’s hope this 

nice weather sticks around for us.

THE ROAD TO LEXINGTON

So, how did 
it all begin? 
In 1774, 
Parliament 
passed a 
series of 
laws to 
punish the 
Massachuse
tts colony 

for the Boston Tea Party. The 
colonists called these laws, the
Intolerable Acts. The provisions 
of these acts included:

● Boston Harbor would be 
closed until the colonist 
paid for the destroyed tea.

● British troops would be 
allowed to be housed 
wherever necessary.

● British officials accused of 
crimes in the colonies 
would stand trial in 
Britain.

● Committees of 
correspondence were 
banned.

● Parliament appointed 
General Thomas Gage, 
governor of 
Massachusetts.

General Gage wanted to avoid 
civil war so he attempted to treat 

colonists fairly but this angered 
his own men. He thought there 
best course of action was to deny 
the colonists weapons as much as 
possible while they waited for 
reinforcements from London. In 
response, he was sent three 
generals...not so much support but 
putting in place a series of 
replacements should Gage fail.

British spies had learned that the 
Massachusetts militia was storing 
arms and ammunition at Concord. 
They also heard that Samuel 
Adams and John Hancock were in 
Lexington, and sent troops to 
arrest them. Paul Revere and 
others spread the news about the 
British troop movements.

British troops were brought 
together from 11 different 
regiments. This proved inefficient 
as the men were not used to 
working together. Soldiers were 
sent out on patrols in order to 
dissuade colonist 
communications. At the same 
time, boats from the Royal Navy 
were assembling offshore. The 
colonists saw this behavior and 
knew something was up.

Continued on page 4 PAGE 1



VISITING ROTARIANS
Ryan Arnt, Lakeshore Rotary

Mike Damchroder

ROTARIANS WITH GUESTS
Mary Frey brought Michele Armstrong

Jackie Huie brought Don Johnson, John Franbach 
and Chandra Stubbs

Therese Saggau brought Audrey Saggau Drotos
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JOKE OF THE WEEK

ROTARIANS WITH 
MARCH BIRTHDAYS

3/1 - Chad Deja
3/6 - Brian Berger

3/7 - Joen Brambilla
3/8 - James Turner
3/10 Justin Mack
3/12 - Jack Sukup

3/15 - Jack Chandler
3/16 - Jim Marohn & Dwight Bowman

3/18 - Donna Howard
3/21 - Gayle Olson
3/28 - Bill Marohn

3/31 - Millicent Huminsky

10+ YEAR ROTARY ANNIVERSARIES
10 Years - Jan Ferguson 16 Years - Tereck Halsey
13 Years - Mary Kynast 39 Years - Lee Sheldon
14 Years - Richard Ward 46 Years - Allan Westmaas
15 Years - Jim Marohn

COLLEGE GAME NIGHT
Come support your local Interact Club's mission 
trip to the Dominican Republic and watch March 
Madness for only $15!! This fundraiser is a 
"indoor tailgate" with free appetizers and BYOB. 
Events include trivia, 50/50 raffle, corn hole, 

silent and live auctions, and an AWESOME door prize! Tickets can be 
purchased from any Interact Club member. For questions email 
16smccoy@lmclakers.org or contact Maria Kibler!
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SAVE THE DATE!
We’ll be sending an email invitation soon that you can share with 

friends, family and community members. Be on the lookout as well for 
a Facebook event that can be shared. Click here to RSVP.

Invite your friends on facebook!

We are also putting together a slideshow that will run throughout the 
evening. If you have Rotary pictures or information that can be shared 

through this medium, please email Kristi Aubrey at 
aubreycourtreporting@gmail.com.

CAREER NIGHT
The Interact Club is hosting a Career 

Night at SJHS Student Center on 
Monday, March 21, from 6:00 to 7:30 
p.m. Business professionals are needed 

to sit at tables and be available for 
questions about their careers. Please 
contact Jackie Huie (jhuie@johnson-

rauhoff.com) if you are able to 
volunteer your time and expertise. All 

career types needed.

PURCHASING 
SR. PGA TICKETS?

Consider purchasing through St. 
Joseph High School. A portion of the 
sale will be donated and split between 

SJHS Key Club and Interact.

ROTARY DISTRICT 6360 TENTH ANNUAL TRAINING FOR CLUB 
OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS

This training is aimed primarily for appointed/elected 
Club Officers and Committee Chairs, ut any District 
6360 Rotarian interested in attending this event is 
welcome!

Wednesday, April 6
5:30-8:30 p.m.
Taco dinner included!

Battle Creek Lakeview Middle School
300 S. 28th St.
Battle Creek, MI 49015

Register online at www.DACdb.com
Questions? Contact the District Office at 517-604-6360 
or email Rotary6360@gmail.com
RSVP no later than April 1, 2016

The session is free of charge and includes Club 
Membership Seminar, Rotary Foundation Seminar, 
Club Treasurers Training, “The ABCs of the DACdb 
System,” Club Board Member Training, Youth 
Services, Vision & Strategic Planning and Grant 
Management Seminar.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1DVfl0iKmOORMXd_uxNWHHnpBnejuB4aEiRDxJhpgR9I/viewform
https://www.facebook.com/events/494885290719950/
https://www.facebook.com/events/494885290719950/
mailto:aubreycourtreporting@gmail.com
mailto:aubreycourtreporting@gmail.com
mailto:jhuie@johnson-rauhoff.com
mailto:jhuie@johnson-rauhoff.com
http://sjhsbearnews.blogspot.com/2016/01/tickets-for-77th-senior-pga_14.html?spref=tw
http://sjhsbearnews.blogspot.com/2016/01/tickets-for-77th-senior-pga_14.html?spref=tw
http://www.dacdb.com
mailto:Rotary6360@gmail.com
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ROAD TO LEXINGTON (CONTINUED)

On April 18, 1775, on a night with a full moon, Paul 
Revere road in a small boat to Charleston...luckily 
hidden by the shadows cast by buildings because the 
moon was so low in the sky. Revere met with Hancock 
and Adams and shared that they were going to be 
arrested before heading to the local tavern to meet with 
militia Captain John Parker. Parker was dying of 
tuberculosis at the time but made his way to the tavern 
because it was his duty.

Paul Revere was then joined by a shoemaker William 
Dawes and a Dr. Prescott to continue to raise the alert 
to the Patriots. Up ahead, they saw two silhouettes on 
the path...which became four...which became eight or 
more. Dr. Prescott rode away and Dawes was able to 
trick them but Paul Revere was captured.

The British soldiers didn’t really know what they were 
supposed to be doing other than stopping 
communications so Paul Revere was able to spin a 
little tale. He told them that he had already alerted 
everyone and that 500 men were waiting for them. At 
this time, the sound of gunfire rang out and the soldiers 
let him go.

Quick sidebar...at this time in history, it was expected 
that you didn’t bring loaded weapons into a tavern. 
When carrying a musket, the only way to “unload” a 
weapon is to fire it. The gunfire that the British 
soldiers and Paul Revere heard was likely just that of 
the colonist militia members entering the tavern.

At dawn on April 19, some 700 British troops arrived 
in Lexington and came upon 77 militiamen gathered 
on the town green. A British major yelled, “Throw 
down your arms! Ye villains, ye rebels.” The heavily 
outnumbered militiamen had just been ordered by their 
commander to disperse when a shot rang out. To this 
day, no one knows which side fired first. Several 
British volleys were subsequently unleashed before 
order could be restored. When the smoke cleared, eight 
militiamen lay dead and nine were wounded, while 
only one Redcoat was injured.

To be continued...

STUDENT MENTOR PROGRAM

Two participants in the student mentor program 
were on hand to share their experiences. Students 

Tacy Greissinger & Nate Brunner are both 
interested in careers in the medical field.

CONGRATS TO PRUDY NELSON
Prudy recently accepted an 
invitation from Rotary 
International President 2011-2012, 
Kalyan Banerjee, to be the 
Technical Coordinator Cadre of 
Technical Advisors for Maternal 
Child and Health. She will be an 
international representative on 
behalf of Rotary International Foundation of which 
Kalyan is now President. Way to go Prudy!

RIBBONECTOMY 
FOR RICKY!
Ricky Plangger has officially 
lost his yellow “newbie” 
ribbon! Ricky is sponsored by 
his longtime friend Matt 
Hanley.



When Clara Montanez was a student, she never heard the 
word mentoring. The idea of having a role model help you 
pursue your ambitions was unfamiliar to her.

“You basically chose your career based on personal interest 
and hoped you could find a job,” says Montanez, senior 
director of investment for Oppenheimer & Co., Inc. “I went 
the route of getting married and having children first, and 
started my career later in life. I had no model for how to do 
that.”

That changed for Montanez the day a friend invited her to 
join Rotary.

“Frankly, I was dragged into Rotary. I didn’t see a 
connection at first,” says Montanez, who’s been a member 
of the Rotary Club of Washington, D.C., since 2003. “But 
then I met several women, including Doris Margolis, who 
took me under her wing and started mentoring me on how 
to get more involved. I began seeing the value in having 
someone I could count on as a mentor, and I have become 
more of a leader in our club, in my community, and at 
work.”

Rotary’s mentoring opportunities motivated Montanez, 
Rotary’s alternate representative to the Organization of 
American States, to help organize an event for International 
Women’s Day, 8 March. The event, to be held at the World 
Bank Group headquarters in Washington, will feature 
Deepa Willingham and Marion Bunch, both previously 
honored as Rotary Women of Action. Rotary International 
Director Jennifer Jones will moderate the event, which will 
be streamed on World Bank Live.

Montanez says Rotary has given her a platform to mentor 
young women as they balance career and family, as well as 
manage the challenge of repaying student loans. According 
to a recent study by the American Association 

of University Women, the student loan debt burden weighs 
more heavily on women because of the persistent gap in pay 
between women and men.

“I think Rotary has given me access to young people, like 
Rotaractors, and they are ready to accept guidance because 
Rotary is a safe place to reach out and get advice,” says 
Montanez.

Similarly, Jackie Huie, a member of the Rotary Club of St. 
Joseph & Benton Harbor, Michigan, USA, recognizes 
Rotary’s mentoring power. In 2007, Huie’s club created a 
program that matches high school juniors and seniors with a 
mentor in the field they’d like to enter. The program started 
with 40 students at one high school and has now expanded 
into schools across the area.

“I got a letter from a girl who came from a poor 
background, and through the program, she got a chance to 
meet with an attorney in town,” says Huie, president of 
JohnsonRauhoff, a multimedia company that fosters 
creative thinking for artists. “It inspired her and gave her 
confidence to go to school and study law. She got accepted 
into four law schools and is on her way to becoming an 
attorney.”

Besides the investment in young people’s futures, 
mentoring brings clubs important community recognition. 
For example, Huie’s club has 150 members, a large number 
for a club that doesn’t hold membership drives, she says.

“Everyone in southwest Michigan knows about Rotary,” 
says Huie. “We had a student who wanted to be a CEO for a 
large corporation. After we arranged for him to meet with 
the CEO of Whirlpool, his father was so impressed with the 
whole program that he joined Rotary.”

Many of the program’s early participants went on to form 
an Interact club, and there are now more than 200 Interact 
members at four area schools. Forty of them will travel to 
the Dominican Republic this summer to install water filters 
and take part in a medical mission.

“It’s important for Rotary to make an investment in young 
people,” says Huie. “My own daughter is in Interact 
because of my membership in Rotary. I think her world is 
broader, and she looks at the world differently. We all do, 
because of what we’ve learned through Rotary.”
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SUCCESSFUL WOMEN MENTOR YOUTH THROUGH ROTARY

https://www.rotary.org/myrotary/en/white-house-honors-rotary-women-their-humanitarian-service
http://live.worldbank.org/
http://www.aauw.org/2014/07/08/women-and-student-loan-debt/
http://www.aauw.org/2014/07/08/women-and-student-loan-debt/
http://www.rotarystudentprogram.org/


Connect with the Rotary Club of St. Joseph-
Benton Harbor

online at www.sjbhrotary.org Like us on Facebook!

WANT TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE E-WHEEL?
Your weekly email is brought to you by Emily Hosinski, Debra Trapikas, Jennifer Kirsch and Lisa 

Cripps-Downey  If you have an announcement, a bit of news you wish to share, or a story you wish to see 
featured, please write to emily_m_hosinski@whirlpool.com.
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DIVA DAYS THIS WEEKEND!

Whitney Behnke of SJ Today reminded us about all the 
fun happening this weekend with Diva Days! 

FRIDAY, MARCH 11
● Spring Fashion Show and Exclusive Shopping at 

The Heritage Museum and Cultural Center.
● Doors open at 6pm; Fashion Show starts at 7pm.
● Enjoy a preview of the latest fashions by 

downtown shops, hot and cold appetizers,cash 
bar (two drink tickets included), DJ, giveaways 
and hanging with your girlfriends! Confirmed 
Stores: DK Boutique, Friends by Design, Grins 
of St. Joseph, Lana's Boutique, Lazy Daisy, and 
Moxie's Boutique. 

NEW THIS YEAR! 
● Exclusive "Window Shopping" from 6-7pm. 

Make purchases from your favorites boutiques 
from the window displays at the Heritage 
Museum and Cultural Center before the show!

● After Hours Private Shopping Party at 9pm 
hosted by the fashion show participants at their 
downtown locations!

● Attendees will walk away with a Diva Days 
swag bag filled with special promotions, 
discount coupons and giveaways. Limited 
amount of tickets available—get yours today!

● **Diva Days swag bags are limited to the first 
150 attendees**

● Tickets: $36/person (cost includes $1 credit card 
processing fee).

● Available online, click here to purchase, or in-
person at 98.3 The Coast studios on Napier Ave. 
in Benton Harbor! 

● Tables of 8 available for a discounted price! If 
you're interested please contact Whitney at 
whitney@stjoetoday.com

SATURDAY, MARCH 12
● INNdulgence brought to you by 98.3 The Coast 

and Midwest Family Broadcasting at the Inn at 
Harbor Shores! Live entertainment while you 
mingle with friends and exhibitors from 7pm-9:
30pm; DRAG SHOW starring JADE JOLIE 
from Ru Paul's Drag Race from 9:30pm-11pm.

● It's the ultimate 21+ Ladies Night, for Ladies 
ONLY! Dress to impress and prepare to shop 
from premium vendors and partners, taste 
delectable hors d'oeuvres and sweets, sip special 
cocktails and wine selections, pamper yourself 
with the Spa, and party with your friends til 
11pm with fun entertainers!

● Tickets: $40/person (cost includes $1 credit card 
processing fee).

● Available online, click here to purchase, or in-
person at 98.3 The Coast studios on Napier Ave. 
in Benton Harbor!

Additional events and deals are happening throughout 
the weekend, visit the SJ TODAY WEBSITE for details.

http://www.sjbhrotary.org/
http://www.sjbhrotary.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Rotary-Club-of-St-Joseph-Benton-Harbor/315154588531420?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Rotary-Club-of-St-Joseph-Benton-Harbor/315154588531420?fref=ts
mailto:emily_m_hosinski@whirlpool.com
http://mwfshopping.com/michigan/inndulgence-diva-days/diva-days-fashion-shopping-party.html
mailto:whitney@stjoetoday.com
mailto:whitney@stjoetoday.com
http://mwfshopping.com/michigan/inndulgence-diva-days/inndulgence.html
http://www.stjoetoday.com/all-events/details/diva-days-women-s-weekend-in-st-joseph

