
IMPORTANT DATES
❖ 4/22 & 4/23: District 

Conference in Kalamazoo
❖ 4/25 Meeting: Dianne 

Braybrook, Sarett Nature 
Center

❖ 4/27: LOGAN Autism 
Learning Center Open House

❖ 5/2 Meeting: Law Day! 
Andrea Lyon, Dean of the 
Valparaiso Law School, 
Miranda: More than just 
words

❖ 5/6: Rotary Track Meet at 
Benton Harbor High School

❖ 5/9 Meeting: Jennifer 
Zimmerman, Junior 
Achievement

❖ 5/14: SWMSO Dancing with 
the Symphony Stars 

APRIL 18, 2016
A blessing of absolutely GORGEOUS weather for our Monday 

meeting and especially packed house as we recognize the participants 
and winners of our annual essay competition.

ROTARY ESSAY CONTEST

Our Rotary 
Essay 
Contest 
chairperson 
Patti Kutz 
kicked off 
the meeting 

with words of welcome for 
visiting teachers, school officials, 
RESA representatives and others 
who were in attendance to support 
the program. She expressed deep 
gratitude for the folks from 
Berrien RESA who helped expand 
the program from 5 to 20+ schools 
in the last 9 years. From the 
Berrien RESA, the program is 
supported by Superintendent Dr. 
Kevin Ivers, Student Activities 
and Berrien County Math & 
Science Center Coordinator Tonya 
Snyder and Supervisor of 
Communications Karen Heath.

This is our 36th year of hosting 
the contest which was initiated by 
Rotarian, Mike Cook. The contest 
offers an opportunity for students 
to demonstrate their Social Studies 
and English Language Arts skills. 
The topic for the

essay is derived from current 
High School Social Studies 
content.

Each participating school 
nominates a senior to represent 
their community and this year we 
had 15 participants. We had 
participants from Andrews 
Academy, Benton Harbor, 
Brandywine, Bridgman, 
Buchanan, Eau Claire, Grace 
Christian Home School, Grace 
Christian, Lake Michigan 
Catholic, New Buffalo, Niles, 
River Valley, St. Joseph and 
Watervliet. Two records were 
broken with having the largest 
number of participants and the 
inclusion of a homeschooled 
student this year.

The competition took place on 
February 22. Students reported to 
the Berrien RESA and were given 
two hours to complete their essay. 
They were allowed to bring a 3”
x5” index card with no more than 
25 words and they did not have 
internet access during the contest.

Continued on page 4
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JOKE OF THE WEEK

VISITING ROTARIANS
Kevin Ivers, Berrien Springs/Eau Claire 

Rotary Club

ROTARIANS WITH GUESTS
David Burghart brought Brandi Smith-Gordon

Emily hosinski brought Shaina Scott
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A visitor to a certain college paused to admire the new 
Hemingway Hall that had been built on campus.

"It's a pleasure to see a building named for Ernest 
Hemingway," he said.

"Actually," said his guide, 
"it's named for Joshua 
Hemingway. No relation."

The visitor was astonished. 
"Was Joshua Hemingway 
a writer, also?"

"Yes, indeed," said his guide. "He wrote a check."

Rotarians have been invited to the LOGAN Autism Learning Center OPEN HOUSE! 
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PURCHASING TICKETS?
Consider purchasing through St. Joseph 

High School. A portion of the sale will be 
donated and split between SJHS Key Club 

and Interact.

It’s that time of year again! The 59th running of the 
St. Joseph-Benton Harbor Rotary Track Meet will be 
held on friday, May 6 at the Benton Harbor High 
School. 

The advertising sales are our club’s key revenue 
source for this event. The advertising Purchase Order 
form will start appearing at the tables each week and 
at the badge box for your consideration. Your 
support is appreciated. A form can also be found at 
the back of the eWheel. All of the relevant details are 
spelled out on the form. If you have any questions 
and/or comments, please discuss with J.C. Anderson 
at (269) 921-2513 or anderjcna@gmail.com.

DANCIN’ ROTARIANS!
The Dancing with the Symphony Stars smack talk has hit Rotary! 
We’ve got several Rotarians represented this year. Good luck to 

Whitney Behnke, Lisa Cripps-Downey and Randy Reimers!

ROTARY STUDENT PROGRAM 
GETTING ATTENTION

District 6360 is considering filing an enactment in 2017 to start 
the process of seeking formal adoption of the Rotary Student 
Program in Rotary International Legislation, 2019 vote!

On a separate note, Rotary International will be including Amber 
Thomas in a feature in the Rotarian Magazine, online and 
through social media. Amber, a participant in the Student 
Program, is currently studying Law at Michigan State University. 
The City of Benton Harbor will also be presenting Amber with a 
Certificate of Accomplishment during an upcoming City Hall 
Meeting.

CONGRATS TO 
TAYLOR HUIE!

It’s a busy week for the daughter of 
Rotarians Mike & Jackie Huie. Taylor 
competed at State Solo & Ensemble last 
weekend and brought home a Superior 
Rating and has also been named President 
of the SJHS Interact Club! Jackie admits 
that her enthusiasm was a bit short-lived 

  though when she received the 
        laundry list of “to do” items 

  that come along with that 
      presidential assignment.

A big THANK YOU to all who came out on 
Saturday to clean up Bobo Brazil, our club-

sponsored park, in downtown Benton Harbor!

http://sjhsbearnews.blogspot.com/2016/01/tickets-for-77th-senior-pga_14.html?spref=tw
http://sjhsbearnews.blogspot.com/2016/01/tickets-for-77th-senior-pga_14.html?spref=tw
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ESSAY CONTEST (CONTINUED)

The essays were numbered for student anonymity and 
were then judged by both Berrien RESA staff and 
Rotary Club members. The four categories on which 
the essays are judged are:

● Content
● Originality & Style
● Coherence & Unity
● Grammar, Punctuation & Spelling

The topic of the essay competition this year was “Was 
Welform Reform A Success?” and was provided by 
our newest committee member, Jacqui Winship.

The Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity 
Reconciliation Act of 1996 was passed with the goals 
of increasing employment, reducing poverty and multi-
generational dependency on welfare, strengthen 
families, and to bring welfare spending under control. 
An effective essay would “cut through the noise,” 
analyze the available facts and support their conclusion 
on these questions, as to Michigan specifically:

● Welfare Reform was implemented in 1996--
nearly 20 years later, did it work or not?

● Was it enough? Too much? Why or why not?
● What should we learn from the 20 years of 

experience under Welfare Reform?
● What should be done differently in the future, 

if anything?

Special guests joined our Rotary lunch to celebrate the 
program. From Bridgman High School, Emily Sarra 
with her parents Amy Cottingham and David Sarra, 
from Buchanan High School, Hannah Bever with her 
Guidance Director Sonia Barlow, from St. Joseph High 
School, Conall Curren, and from Lake Michigan 
Catholic, Madison McLoughlin.

Participants who were unable to attend our luncheon 
were Joel Ross from Grace Christian Home School, 
Levi Stalcup from Grace Christian, Nick Brant from 
Watervliet, Gabrielle Goshorn from Niles, Calla Beers 
from New Buffalo, Tamia Durden from Benton 
Harbor, Destiny Smith from Brandywine and Conner 
Reed from Eau Claire.

Our 3rd place winner and recipient of a $500 
scholarship was Jaxson Lybbert from Lakeshore. He 

was joined at the event by his parents Clark and Stacy 
Lybbert and Principal Brad Brunner. Jaxson is an 
honor student at Lakeshore High School, he’s a Life 
Scout, a member of Lakeshore’s Math & Science 
Center, Robotics team, National Honor Society and 
Student Council. An active musician, Jaxson is 
involved in marching band, playing trumpet, leading 
church choral activities and singing in choir and 
theater. Jaxson has lettered in Arts, Academics and 
Robotics. Jaxson plans to major in Computer 
Engineering with a focus on Systems Engineering. He 
also plans to complete a two-year mission with his 
church. He aspires to be a United States Marine Corps 
Officer.

Hannah Henrichsen of River Valley High School won 
2nd place and a $1,000 scholarship. She was joined by 
her parents Susan and Eric Henrichsen and Principal 
Cyndi Ursprung and teacher, Heather Caid. Hannah 
was born and raised in Sawyer and has been active at 
River Valley in volleyball, basketball, softball, track, 
dance and a dabbling of cheerleading. She has been on 
the varsity volleyball team for the last four years, has 



ESSAY CONTEST (CONTINUED)

been in Student Congress for many years and was 
elected President this past year. Hannah plans to 
pursue a degree in Graphic Design from Grand Valley 
State.

The 1st place essay came from Robert Cecil. Robert 
lives in Berrien Springs and attends Andrews 
Academy. Robert received a $2,000 scholarship and 
was joined by his father Robert Cecil and his teacher 
Rebecca Wright. He is an AP and Honors student who 
plans to attend the University of Michigan to study 
Computer Engineering. He has lived in three states and 
five houses and would like to move around the world 
for the rest of his life. His hobbies include 
weightlifting, computer building and photography. He 
aspires to make a difference in the world and leave it 
better than he found it.

Here is Robert’s winning essay in its entirety:

The Effects of Welfare Reform

In 1996, Bill Clinton signed a bill into order that 
drastically reformed the United States’ welfare system. 
This Bill was called the Personal Responsibility and 
Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act, and was a 
bipartisan effort to curb the large amounts of money 
being given to families in poverty by the U.S. 
government. The bill gutted the AFDC (Aid for 
Families with Dependent Children) program started by 
Franklin Roosevelt in the depression era, which gave 
generous amounts of federal money to families who 
could not survive without an extra source of income. It 
was replaced with TANF (Temporary Aid for Needy 
Families), a more restrictive aid program that rerouted 
 

the money to state governments, which then could 
distribute it to families according to their own laws. 
The program also put time limits on the aid given to 
families, and required beneficiaries to find jobs and get 
their own income to qualify.

The Act was generally viewed as a successful effort to 
curb government spending on the poor. But did it 
actually meet its goals? Did it actually improve the 
lives of U.S. citizens trapped in a cycle of poverty? At 
first glance, the data generally points towards positive 
trends for welfare reform. But digging in deeper we 
see the darker realities of the program, and the flaws 
with its ideological roots. The main goals of the 
program were to give needy families incentive to 
work, instead of living off the government’s money. 
The reform aimed to increase employment, reduce 
poverty, and strengthen families by invigorating a 
work ethic for poor children to be raised with. The 
previous programs had almost no oversight on who 
could get money, leading to fears that the system was 
being abused. Proponents of this new program had 
been bipartisan, with Bill Clinton promising to “end 
welfare as we know it”.

Looking at the data 
alone, and using the 
government’s own 
metrics for determining 
success, the program 
succeeded. The 
caseloads of federal 
money given out to 
families in need 
decreased significantly. 
The workforce 
participation rate of 

single mothers skyrocketed, from about 44% to 66%. 
Wages increased temporarily. Caseloads of state 
money given out to poverty stricken families decreased 
significantly, almost halving. An editorial from The 
New Republic heralded the act as a bipartisan success. 
Congressional Republicans were satisfied with the 
results, hoping to bring similar changes to food stamps 
and healthcare.

The reforms had critics as well. Some of Bill Clinton’s 
own staff resigned in protest of the passing, including 
Peter Edelman, secretary for the Department of Health 
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THE EFFECTS OF WELFARE REFORM 
(CONTINUED)

services. Senator Bernie Sanders held a press 
conference during the litigation, where he decried the 
government was going after welfare recipients instead 
of corporate subsidies. Reporters like Jason Deparle 
and Barbara Ehrenreich delved into the slums of 
poverty to see firsthand the effects of the reforms on 
the welfare recipients. The effects of the bill, when 
looking past the raw data and examining the lives of 
those it impacted, quickly became more complicated 
and difficult to pin as positive or negative.

Let’s examine the facts. In the robust 1990’s economy, 
the reforms increased employment. In the later 
recession that hit, employment later tanked again, and 
was arguably made worse by the limited government 
social safety net. The welfare caseloads did decrease 
under the reforms, but the caseloads were an arbitrary 
marker for poverty, since they only tell how much 
money was given out, not how much was actually 
needed.

In fact, in Arizona, during the worst of the 2008 
recession, the caseloads of aid supplied to the poor 
were at their lowest. The argument that the reforms 
actually decreased poverty are dubious, since poverty 
is hard to quantify using arbitrary markers provided.

The reform’s most subjective and ideological goal was 
to strengthen families. In this regard, the reforms were 
not effective. Since the new TANF program mandated 
women work for aid, it effectively split the poor 
population in half: those who could work and those 
who could not. For the women who could work, most 
were stuck in low-wage jobs, requiring them to work 
in any place they could find, sometimes having to 
commute long distances or share rooms to stay closer 
to the workplace. These women often became slaves to 
their workplaces, working long hours but being 
bombarded with new costs. While conservatives, 
focusing on traditional family values, claimed that 
children growing up in work environments would be 
better off, often the opposite happened. Children 
would be left without a mother for most of the day, 
and be worse off without a parent’s supervision. A 
noted writer, Diana Spatz, also noted that the program 
was restrictive with its work requirements, since she 
couldn’t get a university degree while on welfare, 

therefore being chained to a low-wage existence. For 
the women who couldn’t work, the situation was far 
worse. Jason Deparle, interviewing many women who 
were kicked off of welfare, warned that the TANF’s 
requirements were forming a new underclass of 
poverty. Many of his interviewees often resorted to 
desperate measures to get money, shoplifting, selling 
organs, selling blood, or even moving back in with 
abuse partners just to survive.

As for the goal of decreasing government money spent 
on welfare spending, yes, that was a success. The 
government successfully stopped giving as much aid to 
people below the poverty line. In doing so, they gave 
the states control over the welfare programs. Michigan, 
for example, was one of the many states that installed a 
“WorkFirst” program that controlled the aid given out. 
Gerald Miller was put in charge of Michigan’s 
“WorkFirst”, and infamously did such a great job 
decreasing the caseloads given that he was offered a 
spot in Lockheed Martin, a private aerospace 
contractor company, to manage their employee aid. 
The shift of control to state governments and 
corporately connected individuals ultimately led to 
fiscally conservative practices regarding aid, which 
had devastating effects on the working underclass.

Was the reform enough? The answer is no, the system 
is far from perfect. The system may have helped curb 
spending, but it focused on curbing spending in the 
wrong area. In 2006 the government spent 
approximately $50 billion on welfare aid to families, 
while also spending $96 billion on corporate subsidies. 
If the goal was to curb government spending, why 
didn’t Congress crack down on the area they spend 
50% more on? As previously mentioned, the work 
incentive helped some families break the cycle of 
poverty, but for others it put into a trap of minimum-
wage work that is nearly impossible to break. The 
government made no effort to improve the minimum 
wage, or incentivize companies to pay workers more. 
If the goal was to incentivize work over welfare, why 
did they work so hard to make welfare worse, instead 
of making work better?

As Barbara Ehrenreich noted, the premise of laws 
discriminated against certain populations. Since the 
highest population receiving welfare was poor women 
with children out of wedlock, a stereotype emerged of 
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THE EFFECTS OF WELFARE REFORM (CONTINUED)

“Welfare Queens”, promiscuous single mothers, often black or Hispanic, who would live off of welfare money 
with no effort to get back into the workforce. If the goal was to strengthen families, why did the law make efforts 
to narrow the definition of families, and persecute those who didn’t fit the definition?

What should we learn from 20 years of welfare? We need to learn to prioritize the right kinds of budget cuts, 
when in the U.S. the top 1% carry over half the wealth, while the government wants to crack down on poor 
people. We need to learn how to understand poverty, and how that it is not just numbers and data points. We need 
to base laws on facts, understanding that poverty can have many variables in mental health, drug addiction, and 
location, and it's not simply a matter of laziness or entitlement.

If I were in charge, I would put social safety programs back under the federal government, but keep the mandate 
to work. I would make an effort to improve the low-wage market, as well as reign in corporate subsidies. There 
are crucial steps to take before hamstringing the poor’s only source of revenue, and they were not properly taken 
20 years ago. Only after taking these steps can society and state move forward towards fighting the monster 
called poverty.

WANT TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE E-WHEEL?
Your weekly email is brought to you by Emily Hosinski, Debra Trapikas, Jennifer Kirsch, Lisa Cripps-

Downey and Jim O’Malley. If you have an announcement, a bit of news you wish to share, or a story you 
wish to see featured, please write to emily_m_hosinski@whirlpool.com.

Connect with the Rotary Club of St. Joseph-
Benton Harbor

online at www.sjbhrotary.org Like us on Facebook!

mailto:emily_m_hosinski@whirlpool.com
http://www.sjbhrotary.org/
http://www.sjbhrotary.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Rotary-Club-of-St-Joseph-Benton-Harbor/315154588531420?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Rotary-Club-of-St-Joseph-Benton-Harbor/315154588531420?fref=ts



