
IMPORTANT DATES
❖ 4/28: BBBS for Kids Sake at Kelley 

Bowl in SJ, 7-9 PM
❖ 4/30: BBBS Bowl for Kids Sake at Joe 

Armadillos in Niles, 1-3 PM
❖ 5/1 Meeting: Law Day
❖ 5/5: Track Meet
❖ 5/8 Meeting: Mike Garey and 

Marcus Mohammed, Tale of Two 
Cities

❖ 5/12-5/13: District Conference
❖ 6/19: Installation Dinner at 

Stonegate Manor--no afternoon 
meeting

Another week with packed seats on a very summery spring day! Perhaps 
we have some golfers among our ranks who were excited to hear more 

about what’s coming up for the KitchenAid Senior PGA.

SENIOR PGA IS HEADING OUR WAY!
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Ryan Ogle, 
Tournament 
Director for 
the 
KitchenAid 
Senior PGA 
is no 
stranger to

the majority of us in the room on 
Monday. It’s hard to find a Rotarian 
untouched by the organization with 
a number of our members holding 
positions on the Senior PGA board 
and the club’s long history of 
volunteerism at the event.

The Senior PGA Championship began 
back in 1937 and was held at 
Augusta National Golf Club. When 
looking at the full list of all the places 
the Championship has been played 
between then and now, it’s pretty 
amazing to see our own Harbor 
Shores on the list with such mega 
golf courses.

What’s especially unique about this 
Championship is the focus on 
community. Normally, this type of 
event is a closed door affair but 
that’s not the case with the 
relationship established between the 
Senior PGA and our hometown. 

Here, it’s bigger than just golf. It’s 
about growing the game at the 
youth level and showcasing our 
community on a global stage.

One of the things added to the 2016 
event was a community showcase 
tent at the entrance. This 
collaboration between Cornerstone, 
SJ Today and the Southwest 
Michigan Tourist Council became the 
first touchpoint for attendees at the 
event.

The 2016 event utilized 1,700 
community volunteers. Ryan says 
that they’ve never had better 
support and credits the elevated 
hospitality one of the contributing 
factors to volunteer enthusiasm.

Tens of thousands of spectators 
turned out last year with people 
from 28 different states. On TV, the 
broadcast reached over 125 
countries with extensive community 
coverage. 

The Senior PGA also makes financial 
donations to community causes such 
as Benton Harbor Promise and First 
Tee. Since they’ve been in town, 
their total contribution is close to 
$750,000.

Continued on pages 5-7



JOKE OF THE WEEK
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VISITING ROTARIANS
Ray Roberts, Berrien Springs-Eau Claire Rotary

ROTARIANS WITH GUESTS
J.C. Anderson brought Danay Donatello and Ryan Ogle

Mary Frey brought Cindy Igoe and Steve Borre
Bill Johnson brought Jim Covelis

Maria Kibler brought Mike Wyble and Gina Svec
Debra Trapikas brought Bruno Trapikas and Lisa Vetne

THANK YOU EARTH DAY HELPERS!
On Saturday, 4/22, around 25 people participated in 
our first Adopt-a-Highway clean-up day. They collected 
25 bags of trash in about 2.5 hours. The next clean-up 
event will take place in June.

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE UPDATE
At future meetings, you’ll notice a membership committee 
table in the lobby each week. They will be sharing a variety of 
information and have catalogs of Rotary swag available for 
you to peruse. A new Rotary Club of St. Joseph-Benton Harbor 
shirt is in development as well.

PERFECT ATTENDANCE?
If you have perfect attendance for a 
year or more, please let Debra 
Trapikas know. You can reach her via 
email at tawana53@aol.com.

KICK SOME ROBOT BUTT!
Best of luck to the three local teams 
who are now down at the FIRST 
Robotics World Competition! St. 
Joseph, Lakeshore and Berrien Springs 
are all in the running!
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STUDENT PROGRAM GETTING 
MORE COVERAGE
Check out this article from Monday’s edition of The 
Herald Palladium called ‘Mentoring young Tigers.’ 
The article profiles Amber Thomas who is a 2010 
Benton Harbor High School graduate who 
participated in the Rotary Student Program, went on 
to graduate magna cum laude from Central State 
University in Ohio and is now on pace to earn a law 
degree from Michigan State University next spring. 

The article also goes into great detail on the 
renewed focus on engaging Benton Harbor students 
with the help of Rotarian Kristi Aubrey and hopefully 
soon-to-be Rotarian Alloyd Blackmon. As we’ve 
noted in previous eWheel editions, we currently 
have several students from Benton Harbor High 
School who are looking to shadow a local business 
professional for an afternoon to learn more about 
their career. We are in need of mentors in the 
following professions: game designer, musician, 
physician's assistant, anesthesiologist, mechanical 
engineer. If you are able to help recruit a mentor, 
please contact Kristi Aubrey at 
aubreycourtreporting@gmail.com.

Rotary International also has a feature on their 
website about the Student Program and our club! 
CLICK HERE to read the full article.

http://www.heraldpalladium.com/features/mentoring-young-tigers/article_0844b96d-9b5a-51f5-8a49-055f025d0f99.html
mailto:aubreycourtreporting@gmail.com
mailto:aubreycourtreporting@gmail.com
https://www.rotary.org/en/mentoring-program-fuels-interact-club
https://www.rotary.org/en/mentoring-program-fuels-interact-club


BOWL FOR KIDS SAKE
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Berrien and Cass will host Bowl 
For Kids Sake on Friday April 28 from 7 to 9pm at Kelley 
Bowl in St. Joseph and on April 30 from 1-3pm at Joey 
Armadillos in Niles. If you would like to have a team  (four 
or five of your favorite people) just give them a call at 
269-684-1100. As this is a fundraiser, we do ask that each 
team raise $50 or more to help support mentoring for 
children and youth. That’s only $10 per person!  Come 
and join the fun! 100% of all proceeds directly benefit 
youth in Berrien and Cass County.
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ROTARY TRACK
MEET VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED
Please consider volunteering
at the 2017 Rotary Track Meet
on Friday, May 5, at Benton
Harbor High School.

Volunteer sign-up sheets will be shared
at all upcoming Monday meetings or you can
email Randy Bettich at bettichr@stifel.com.

Thank you to all who have purchased ads for the Rotary 
Track Meet. J.C. Anderson reported that as of this past 
Monday, we had raised $10, 290 which breaks our record 
from last year of $9,375!

MORE ROTARIANS MAKING NEWS!
Congrats to Rotarian Jim Roberts on his Op Ed in Minority Business Entrepreneur 
Magazine! We were hoping to share more in the eWheel here but am unable to view 
the online version of the magazine without a subscription… If you happen to 
subscribe to the magazine, the article is on page 42 of the Spring 2017 edition.

VETERAN STORIES 
NEEDED

Our own Jim O’Malley has agreed 
to take on the role of editor for 
the 5th book by Lest We Forget. 

He is collecting stories from veterans so if you 
have one to share, please let him know. You can 
email Jim at jmo1581@att.net. NOW HIRING!

Club officer positions of secretary and 
treasurer will be open at the end of FY 17-18.

With decades of years of service, Bob Peirce and Steve Ross will be 
retiring from these roles. They leave behind them some very big 
shoes to fill as they have served the club with the highest quality of 
work for so many of years. 

Requirements for the positions will be provided shortly. The treasurer 
receives a $100 monthly stipend and the secretary receives a $325 
monthly stipend. If you are interested in either position, please send 
your resume to Debra Trapikas at tawana53@aol.com. Interviews will 
be scheduled for June with a board recommendation taking place in 
July. This will allow time for the incoming officers to work with Bob 
and Steve as they complete their term and to help maintain 
continuity.

mailto:bettichr@stifel.com
mailto:jmo1581@att.net
mailto:tawana53@aol.com
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ST. JOSEPH-BENTON HARBOR ROTARY CLUB 
FOUNDATION LOOKING TO ADD TO BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS
The Board of Directors of the St. Joseph-Benton Harbor Rotary 

Club Foundation (Foundation) comprises the three (3) most recent 

Past-Presidents and six (6) members-at-large. Current Board 

members are: Past-Presidents Gary Bruce, Maria Kibler and Mike 

Kinney, and members-at-large Dick Ward, Barney Whittier, Mike 

Hanley, Dale Park, Mike Huie and Tom Starks. Members-at-large 

are appointed by the St. Joseph-Benton Harbor Rotary Club Board 

of Directors and hold office for staggered terms of three (3) years and are eligible to serve an additional consecutive three 

(3) year term. Terms parallel the Club year beginning on July 1 and ending June 30. This year the second three (3) year 

term of two (2) members-at-large expire.

Members-at-large must be Club members in good standing and be either a Benefactor (have contributed $1,000 or more 

to the Foundation) or are in the process of becoming a Benefactor by having contributed a sum towards a goal of $1,000.

The Foundation Board meets four times a year, quarterly in January, April, July and October.  The January, April and July 

meetings currently take place in conjunction with a Club meeting on Monday. The October meeting is the annual grant 

selection meeting.  September and October is the active period for Foundation Board members reviewing grant 

applications and, at the October Board meeting, selecting the grant recipients and grant amounts for the year.

If you are interested is serving as a member-at-large please contact Steve Smith or Bob Judd by June 1, 2017. If you have 

any questions contact Bob Judd at rjudd2230@comcast.net or talk to one of the current Board members.   

SAVE THE DATE
Mark your calendars for June 19 for our annual 
Installation Dinner. We’re mixing things up this 
year with a casual, country-western theme! Price 
will be $30 and the event will take place at 
Stonegate Manor at 2251 Riverside Road in 
Benton Harbor.



Connect with the Rotary Club of St. 

Joseph-Benton Harbor

online at www.sjbhrotary.org Like us on Facebook!

WANT TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE eWHEEL?
Your weekly email is brought to you by Emily Hosinski, Jennifer VanBeck, Brandi Smith-Gordon and  Lisa 

Cripps-Downey with photography by Jen Cole. If you have an announcement, a bit of news you wish to share, 

or a story you wish to see featured, please write to RotarySJBH@gmail.com.
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SR. PGA IS HEADING OUR WAY! (CONTINUED)

It was announced at the tournament last year that the 
relationship between KitchenAid and Senior PGA has 
expanded and extended. Instead of the “Senior PGA 
Championship presented by KitchenAid,” the event is now 
the “KitchenAid Senior PGA Championship.” The 
partnership also ensured that the event will be held at 
Harbor Shores every other year through 2024.

The next time the tournament will be held at Harbor Shores 
is 2018. There are four PGA employees who stay here 
year-round to focus on the event bigger and better each 
year. Ryan encouraged Rotarians to consider utilizing a 
Hospitality Suite to entertain clients or prospective clients 
or to treat employees.

Ryan is also hoping that our club will once again consider 
Marshalling Hole 15 as we have for many years in the past. 

It’s a great hole, a par 5, and a great chance to get up close 
to the players. 42 volunteers are required to fulfill this 
commitment.

For all Senior PGA volunteers, there is a generous 
package of perks including apparel, meal and water 
vouchers, an official program, discount at the 
Championship pro shop, personalized credentials, 
flex passes for friends and family and a round of golf 
at Harbor Shores.

If you volunteered last year and signed up for 
pre-registration for 2018, you should have received an 
email with special instructions for finalizing your 
volunteer sign-up.  If you did not pre-register for 2018, 
you can go to srpga.com and click on the VOLUNTEER tab 
and select 2018. Volunteer registration opens to the 
general public on May 1.

http://www.sjbhrotary.org/
http://www.sjbhrotary.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Rotary-Club-of-St-Joseph-Benton-Harbor/315154588531420?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Rotary-Club-of-St-Joseph-Benton-Harbor/315154588531420?fref=ts
mailto:RotarySJBH@gmail.com

