
IMPORTANT DATES
❖ 5/22 Meeting: Isabel Sexius, Rotary 

Youth Exchange
❖ 5/29: NO MEETING // MEMORIAL 

DAY HOLIDAY
❖ 6/5 Meeting: Kevin Guzzo, SJHS, 

Negative Parental Involvement in 
Afterschool Programs

❖ 6/12 Meeting: Bob McFeeter & 
Kerry Wright, Harbor Shore Village

❖ 6/19: Installation Dinner at 
Stonegate Manor--no afternoon 
meeting

We had a lot of young faces in the crowd while we celebrated the 
recipients of the Track Meet Scholarships. Our President, Steve Smith, also 
noted that when we have a younger audience, we also happen to sing the 

Tootsie Wootsie song...which was written in 1902.

ON THE RIGHT TRACK
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MAY 15, 2017

Rotarian Dennis Bowen had the 

pleasure of introducing the winners 

of the Annual Rotary Track 

Scholarships. Since 1977 our Rotary 

Club is proud to have presented over 

118 scholarships to deserving young 

men and women from Berrien 

County high schools.

The 11 students who were 

interviewed represented the 

following high schools:

● Berrien Springs

● Lake Michigan Catholic

● Lakeshore

● Niles

● St. Joseph

● Watervliet

Rotarians who assisted with the 

selection this year include Brian 

Berger, Mary Kynast, Bill Marohn, 

Jim Marohn and Christine 

Vanlandingham (who also did the 

presentation at the track meet).

Our first recipient, who received a 
check for $2000, is Andrew 
Armstrong. Andrew is the son of 

Kurt and Michele 
Armstrong. He 
will graduate 
from Lake 
Michigan 
Catholic High 
School on June 2 
with a GPA of 
3.96. As with most our scholarship 
recipients, the full list of 
extracurricular activities would be 
too long to share but a few notable 
activities include:
● Eagle Scout

● Varsity Track & Field 

● Cross Country 

● Student Council

● Key Club 

● Drama Club

● Culver’s employee 

Andrew has also been active in 

community service participating in SJ 

Recycling Center since 6th grade, 

Lest We Forget, blood drives, 

landscape volunteering at Bridgman 

Library, LMC elementary and Hanson 

Hospice Center. Andrew plans to 

attend University of Michigan and 

major in film and business 

management. 
Continued on pages 3



INSTALLATION DINNER
We sincerely hope that each of you will 
save the date of June 19 to honor Steve 
Smith as our outgoing President and to 
welcome Rick Villa as our incoming 
President.  Dress attire is casual (picnic 

style) clothes and we hope you will join in and enjoy lawn games, fellowship, 
good food and music. The location will be at Stonegate Manor, 2251 Riverside 
Road in Benton Harbor.  There will NOT be a noon meeting on June 19. The cost 
is a reasonable $30 per person. Sign up now by emailing Debra Trapikas at 
tawana53@aol.com and giving her the money in person at a meeting, OR by 
mailing to her at 3080 S. Lakeshore Drive, Saint Joseph, MI 49085. 

JOKE OF THE WEEK

 

PAGE 2

ROTARIANS WITH GUESTS
Les Miller brought Ron Goos

ROTARIANS 
(AND INTERACTORS) 

IN THE NEWS
Congratulations to Taylor Huie, 
daughter of Mike & Jackie Huie, on 
being named a 2017 Academic All-Star 
by the Herald Palladium. CLICK HERE 
to read the full article.

Also featured in the Herald-Palladium 
recently. Rotarian Dennis Bowen is 
being inducted into the Performing 
Arts Hall of Fame at SJHS. CLICK HERE 
to read the full article.

OUR ROTARY HERO!
Congrats to Patti Kutz who was honored over 
the weekend at the Rotary District 
Conference! The event program was shared 
at our meeting this week. If you were not in 
attendance, here’s what we had to say about 
our Hero:

http://www.heraldpalladium.com/features/academic-all-stars/article_1b489c32-9936-5d93-b659-ddfd9c4c8ae4.html
http://www.heraldpalladium.com/news/local/bowen-howard-lead-performing-arts-hall-of-fame-class/article_6d1f1fbb-a121-5907-a6e1-fd191dbfdc00.html


Connect with the Rotary Club of St. 

Joseph-Benton Harbor

online at www.sjbhrotary.org Like us on Facebook!

WANT TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE eWHEEL?
Your weekly email is brought to you by Emily Hosinski, Jennifer VanBeck, Brandi Smith-Gordon and  Lisa 

Cripps-Downey with photography by Jen Cole. If you have an announcement, a bit of news you wish to share, 

or a story you wish to see featured, please write to RotarySJBH@gmail.com.
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ON THE RIGHT TRACK (CONTINUED)

Our next recipient 

of a $2000 

scholarship is 

Vahnya Ruppart. 

Vahnya is the 

daughter of David 

and Wendy

Ruppart and will graduate from Niles High School on June 1 

with a GPA of 4.2. Vahnya plans to attend Case Western 

University and major in mechanical engineering. Vahnya 

has participated in a multitude of extracurricular and 

community service activities including: 

● Varsity Swim Team 

● National Honor Society

● Track & Field

● Art Club

● YMCA 

● Athletic Study Table Tutor

Madeline Stanton is the 

next recipient of a $2000 

scholarship. Madeline is the 

daughter of Michael and 

Tammy Stanton and will  

graduate from Niles High 

School on June 1 with a 

GPA of 4.1. Madeline plans 

to attend Hope College and 

major in pre-med. Some of Madeline’s activities include:

● Track and Cross Country

● Science Olympiad 

● Young Americans

● Dual enrollment with Andrews University

● National Honor Society

● Archaeology research project at Horn Museum

Our final $2,000 

scholarship winner is 

Rebecca Walsh. Rebecca is 

the daughter of Craig and 

Cynthia Dixon and will 

graduate from Lakeshore 

High School on June 4 with 

a GPA of 3.9. She will be attending Grand Valley,  majoring 

in nursing leading to pre-med. Rebecca’s extracurricular 

activities include: 

● Competitive and Sideline Cheering

● Track & Field

● Key Club

● National Honor Society

● Young Life

● Special Olympics

Dennis concluded by thanking each and every member of 

the Rotary Club of St. Joseph-Benton Harbor for providing 

this scholarship opportunity to both the four students 

honored this year as well as the 118 young men and 

women who have received this support in the past.

MEET THE NEW SJHS 
INTERACT PRESIDENT
Rotarians had the opportunity this 
week to hear from Andrew Morre, 
President-Elect for SJHS Interact Club. 
Andrew attended the District 
Conference last weekend was 
astonished that he enjoyed it so 
much. He was very inspired by the various speakers and 
leaders as well as by the overall fellowship of the event. In 
Andrew’s time as Interact Club President at SJHS, he is 
hoping to foster greater connection between the Rotary 
and Interact Clubs as well as increasing membership to 200 
at the high school and 50 at the middle school.

http://www.sjbhrotary.org/
http://www.sjbhrotary.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Rotary-Club-of-St-Joseph-Benton-Harbor/315154588531420?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Rotary-Club-of-St-Joseph-Benton-Harbor/315154588531420?fref=ts
mailto:RotarySJBH@gmail.com

