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 $2000 scholarships to four deserving athletes who 

have shown scholastic excellence, outstanding morals 

and athletic ability. This year, Dennis Bowen, head of 

the program which selects the winners was proud to 

present the scholarships to Ben Agay, Abigail Austin, 

Maya Brookins and Elsie Pedersen.  Since 1977 we 

have given away 122 scholarships, at a grand total of 

over $220,000. Amazing! 

Ben (Lake Michigan Catholic High School) will be 

going to college at Western Michigan University to 

major in Paper Engineering. Ben is a member of the 

Interact Club and went to the Dominican Republic 

last year. He is an Eagle Scout, an Explorer Scout and 

is very involved with community service and church. 

IMPORTANT DATES 

5/23 Meeting:  Ric Pawloski,  

          Mosaic CCDA 

5/30  Memorial Day – NO  

           MEETING! 

6/6   Meeting:  Louie Csokasy. Dir., 

         Berrien County Road Comm. 

6/27: Installation Dinner at the  

           Hilton Garden Inn at 5:30   

           p.m.   

           NO AFTERNOON MEETING. 

A very special meeting was held this week with track stars and 

scholars, future leaders, Interact officers and international travelers, and 

students who have had the honor to be mentored by professionals 

around the world, including one very special honoree who has been 

interviewed for an upcoming edition in the Rotary International 

Magazine. 

In spite of all the news reports of the demise of our educational system, 

the collapse of our economic system and the ruin of our cultures 

because of the teenagers today, it is important to look past the 

negativity and instead look forward to the positively bright and 

beautiful world that we are to have under the direction and guidance of 

these kids. These kids ARE the future, and we are in very good hands. 

 

 

 

MEET THE FUTURE … 

This edition of the weekly e-Wheel is about our 

students, our future Rotarians, our future. We will 

start off with the Rotary Track Meet. This was the 

59th Annual Track Meet and is the 2nd largest track 

meet in the state. For many of the students, it is the 

final practice round before State Finals. To all the 

students, it is an appreciated happening in Southwest 

Michigan in which they can count on each year. 

Randy Bettich has been the Program Director for   

years and brings excitement, vitality and energy to 

the track meet. He has been doing this pretty much 

on his own for the past    years, but will now find a 

place in the overall meet with Tim Smith and Jay 

Haynes.  

A big portion of the track meet is the awarding of  



 

 

ROTARY YOUTH LEADERSHIP 

ACADEMY 

 
Lori Marciniak has been the Chairman of RYLA for a 

couple of years and has done an absolutely marvelous job 

helping to prepare these future leaders of America. Two 

students, Carrington Tuckerman (Lake Michigan Catholic 

High School) and Grace Adams (St. Joseph High School) 

attended both the Basic and Advanced sessions of RYLA. 

The first session was basically on learning how to trust and 

how to deal with conflict. The second session was on public 

speaking and presentation. Both sessions were extremely 

helpful to the students with skills they will keep forever.  

 

INTERACT STUDENTS 

CONTINUE TO SURPRISE US! 

 
Five years ago, Charles LaSata had a brainstorm to start an 

Interact Club. It was a new concept, and an unproven one at 

the time, but Charles felt it was of worth. He got Maria 

Kibler and Jackie Huie excited about the program, and that 

was all it took to make it one of the most successful 

programs in our club and our community. The club initially 

had 50 members, many of whom never showed up. But 

now, this year there are over 200 members and the majority 

are active. The club has gone from a single club to FOUR 

clubs with a new charter pending for the Boys and Girls 

Club, Upton Middle School and Sodus Township. About 

4800 hours of community service were served this year by 

the Interact students. 

 

The officers for the past year were announced and given a 

certificate of appreciation. They were Grace Adams, 

McKenzie Holden, Quinn Kibler, Sarah Schwinn and Noah 

Varsity. The new officers for the 2016-17 year from St. 

Joseph High School were announced: Taylor Huie is the 

incoming president with Emily Perrin as the Secretary. 

Alyssa Adams will become the Vice-President and Mark 

Toggle is the Treasurer, as well as the new officers of the 

Lake Michigan Catholic High School. They are:  Addie 

Peters – President; Ben Janson – VP; Franny Valenziano – 

Sec.and Anna LaSata – Treas. 

  
               THE FUTURE LOOKS SO GOOD! 

 

 

Abigail Austin is from Lakeshore High School and has a 

GPA of 4.0. Aside from being a track star she is involved 

with National Honor Society and many other extra-

curricular activities. Abigail will go to Northern Michigan 

University to major in Psychology and Behavioral 

Analysis;  

Maya Brookins will graduate from Niles High School this 

year and will attend the University of Alabama. She has a 

3.88 GPA and will major in Biology and Pre-Med.  

Elsie Pedersen will major in Engineering at Michigan Tech 

University.  She attends Eau Claire High School and is a 

Science Olympian. 

        
 

 

Jackie Huie brought her dad, Don Johnson and her 

daughter Taylor, as well as Amber Thomas and her 

grandmother, Nana. 

Whitney Behnke brought Danielle Crenier and  

Emily Schrock. 

Steve Banyon brought wife Hilda. 

Barclay Johnson brought Christopher Quattrin. 
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Top Left: Ben Agay 

Top Right: Maya 

Brookins 

Bottom Left: Elsie 

Pedersen 



 

Brian Saxton, Executive Director of the Benton Harbor 

Boys & Girls Club, visited us from the Lakeshore Club. 

 

 

 

 

AMBER THOMAS STIRS 

MORE INTEREST IN THE 

STUDENT MENTORING 

PROGRAM 

 
Amber Thomas with Judge Butzbaugh 

Jackie Huie, Chairman of the Student Mentoring 

Program was eager to present Amber Thomas to 

the Rotarians. Amber a graduate from  Benton 

Harbor High School and had heard about the 

program when she reached out to Jackie and told 

her she would like to become an attorney. Jackie 

met with her and determined she was perfect for 

our program. She contacted Judge Butzbaugh and 

Judge Dale Peterson and asked them to mentor 

Amber. They were both quick to say they would. 

In addition, Sheriff Paul Bailey and Judge 

Mayfield were also very helpful, as well as 

attorney and fellow Rotarian Dick Sammis. Last 

year, Amber was accepted into five law schools.  

She was interviewed by Rotary InternationaI and 

will be featured in a story in Rotary International 

Magazine.  She has an impressive resume and was 

thankful to the Rotary Club for assisting her. She 

was honored by the City of Benton Harbor this past 

Monday night.  
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INTERACT OFFICERS 

HAMMING IT UP 

 

2016-2017 SJHS VP Alyssa Adams; Founding and Lead 

SWM Interact Advisor, Maria Kibler; 2015-2016 SJHS VP 

Grace Adams; 2016-2017 SJHS President Taylor Huie, 

2015-2016 SJHS Treasurer Noah Marzke; 2015-2016 SJHS 

President Kenzie Holden; 2015-2016 SJHS Secretary Sarah 

Schwyn, 2016-2017 SJHS Secretary Emily Perrin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maria pictured with her son, 2015-2016 LMCHS 

President Quinn Kibler; 2015-2016 SJHS Treasurer 

Noah Marzke, 2015-2016 SJHS Secretary Sarah 

Schwyn 



 

 

Tune into WSJM (Radio Station 94.9) for “In the Spotlight 

with Brenda Layne” to hear about our Youth Exchange 

Student program desperately needing a host family for our 

newest student, a young Brazilian girl. Listen this Friday at 

5:30 pm and 9:00 pm. Sasha Ianushko, our exchange 

student, does a wonderful job talking about the program and 

what she will do after she returns to Russia. Also on the 

program were Debra Trapikas, past Youth Exchange Officer 

and current host family of Sasha, as well as Lee Scherwitz, 

the District Chair of the Youth Exchange Program. 

 

 

 
First there was Bruce Jenner (now known as Caitlyn).. 

 

BUT NO WORRY!  BILL RAHN WON THE HAT 

CONTEST AT THE YACHT CLUB KENTUCKY 

DERBY. 

 

Thank you Hilda Banyon for sending us this one of a kind 

photo! Keep sending us more! 
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JOKE OF THE WEEK 

 

 

Jack wakes up with a huge hangover after attending 

his company's Christmas Party. Jack is not normally 

a drinker, but the drinks didn't taste like alcohol at 

all. He didn't even remember how he got home from 

the party. As bad as he was feeling, he wondered if 

he did something wrong.  

 

Jack had to force himself to open his eyes, and the 

first thing he sees is a couple of aspirins next to a 

glass of water on the side table. And, next to them, a 

single red rose! Jack sits up and sees his clothing in 

front of him, all clean and pressed. He looks around 

the room and sees that it is in perfect order, 

spotlessly clean. So is the rest of the house.  

He takes the aspirins, cringes when he sees a huge 

black eye staring back at him in the bathroom 

mirror. Then he notices a note hanging on the corner 

of the mirror written in red with little hearts on it 

and a kiss mark from his wife in lipstick: "Honey, 

breakfast is on the stove, I left early to get groceries 

to make your favorite dinner tonight. I love you, 

darling! Love, Jillian"  

 

He stumbles into the kitchen and sure enough, there 

is a hot breakfast, steaming hot coffee, and the 

morning newspaper all waiting for him. His son is 

also at the table, eating. Jack asks, "Son... what 

happened last night?"  

 

"Well, you came home after 3 in the morning, drunk 

and out of your mind. You fell over the coffee table 

and broke it, and then you puked in the hallway, and 

got that black eye when you ran into the door."  

 

Confused, he asked his son, "So, why is everything 

in such perfect order and so clean? I have a rose, 

and breakfast is on the table waiting for me?" 

 

His son replies, "Oh THAT! Well, Mom dragged 

you to the bedroom, and when she tried to take your 

pants off, you screamed, 'Leave me alone, I'm 

married!'" 

 

Read more on 

page: http://www.jokesoftheday.net/jokes-

archive/2016/05/13/

WSJM 

MMM 

 

 

Whew!  No worry!  Bill Rahn won the best looking hat 

award at the Yacht Club Kentucky Derby.  He is 

pictured here with Horace Ward.  Wait!! We need 

more on the story of WHY Bill entered the Best Hat 

contest?  Just in case you are wondering, these pics 

were sent in by Hilda Banyon.  Nice sleuthing, Hilda! 

http://www.jokesoftheday.net/jokes-archive/2016/05/13/
http://www.jokesoftheday.net/jokes-archive/2016/05/13/


THREE COMMITTEE CHAIR 

PERSONS LOOKING FOR 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS. CAN 

YOU HELP? 

Rick Villa, chairman of the 50/50 committee says 

that being a committee member of the 50/50 

committee is a great way to meet other members of 

our club, help with fundraising for the Interact 

students, become engaged by joining a committee 

and receiving a makeup if you meet the 

requirements. Talk to Rick Villa if you are able to 

help, or send him an email at rvilla@villaenv.com 

 
Debra Trapikas, Chair of the Communications 

Committee is also looking for volunteers, especially 

someone with website and social media experience. 

If you are good with a camera and can take pictures 

during meetings of speakers and interesting people 

or things you will be welcomed with open arms to 

this committee. If someone wants to write, the E-

wheel (that is what this is) needs help with writers. 

If you are interested, please call Debra at 269-861-

0718 or email her at tawana53@aol.com 

 

If you are a new member to the club, this is a great 

way to get the yellow ribbon off. There are other 

committees who can use help as well …  the 

Membership Committee and International 

Committees are just two of a few looking for new 

members to help. 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS  

MARIA KIBLER 

Maria was selected as our Rotary Honoree for the 

2016 Track Meet.  She was selected because of her 

continual passion and dedication to Rotary, her love 

of students, and her constant volunteerism. Maria 

was a record holding track star in her own right 

during her high school days!  Great choice and a 

great representation of our Rotary Club! 
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THREE ROTARIANS …. ONLY ONE 

MIRRORED BALL 

Whitney Behnke, Lisa Cripps-Downey and 

Randy Reimer are all to be commended for their 

contributions to Beginning Ballroom Dancing. 

 

PASS THE GAVEL 

 

Make plans to attend the Passing of the Gavel from 

our Outgoing Club President, Mike Kinney to our 

Incoming President Elect, Steve Smith. 

The induction ceremony and dinner will be held on 

Monday (NO MEETING THAT DAY), June 27th 

beginning at 5:30 pm at the Hilton Garden Inn. 

More details to follow, but save that date. 

You will have a choice of four dinners. 

Cash bar. 

mailto:rvilla@villaenv.com
mailto:tawana53@aol.com

