
IMPORTANT DATES
❖ 9/1: Deadline for nominations for 

Golden Trowel Award 
❖ 9/5: NO MEETING // LABOR DAY
❖ 9/10: Bobo Brazil/Morton Park 

Cleanup Day!
❖ 9/12 Meeting: Bret Witkowski, The 

Power of Girls
❖ 9/16: Application deadline for SJ-BH 

Rotary Foundation grants
❖ 9/19 Meeting: Tom Watson, Friends 

of the Court
❖ 9/26 Meeting: Lisa Bartoszek and 

Stephanie Kohler, Lory’s Place

AUGUST 29, 2016

The kids are heading back to school and football season is getting ready to 
start. Win or lose, the Rotary Club likely wins by the number of 

Happy Bucks that are bound to be given to give good luck to various 
teams and in celebration of victories!

HISTORY IN ACTION

Over the last few years, the 
community has rallied together to 
save our iconic lighthouse through 
the Lighthouse Forever Fund. John 
Hodgson, City Manager for the City 
of St. Joseph, joined us to give an 
overview of all the hard work that’s 
gone into the project.

First, a bit of context. The National 
Historic Lighthouse Preservation Act 
of 2000 (NHLPA) provided a 
mechanism for the disposal of 
Federally-owned historic light 
stations that have been declared 
excess to the needs of the 
responsible agency.

The NHLPA recognizes the cultural, 
recreational, and educational value 
associated with historic light stations 
by allowing them to be transferred 
at no cost to Federal agencies, State 
and local governments, nonprofits, 
educational agencies and 
community development 
organizations. These entities must 
agree to comply with conditions set 
forth in the NHLPA and be financially 
able to maintain the historic light 
station. 
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BOBO BRAZIL / MORTON PARK CLEAN UP
REMINDER:  Please put Saturday, September 10, on your schedule for our fall cleanup of our sponsored park. Here are a 
few things to remember:
● We will start at 9:00 a.m. and end at or before 11:30 a.m.  
● Please consider lending a hand for 1 hour or 2 hours or whatever you can arrange.
● If you can make it or have questions, please contact Rick Villa (rvilla@villaenv.com or 325-2632) at your 

convenience.
● The park is at the corner of Paw Paw Avenue and Business Route I-94/Main Street
● Bring your own gloves and put a small hand shovel, small saw to trim shrubs/trees, rake, etc. (in case we run low 

on lawn and garden tools.
● Our normal clean up duties include: raking, picking up twigs, pulling weeds from the four planting beds, cutting 

down overgrown limbs, trimming a small group of shrubs around the fountain and cleaning out debris from the 
fountain.

 
In the event of inclement weather, September 17 will be our makeup date. 

JOKE OF THE WEEK
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ROTARIANS WITH GUESTS
David Burghart brought Jennifer Gardner
Emily Hosinski brought Lynzee McDowell

Mike Huie brought Taylor Huie and 
Don Johnson

Ann Keech brought Fran Chickering
Dave Kirshenbaum brought Jim Brooks

Debra Trapikas brought Kim Sober
Janet Zielke brought Corey Hansen, Joan 

Hillebrand and Mike Ryan

2016-2017 MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY
Last chance! We’re updating information for the 2016-2017 Membership 

Directory. In order to ensure accuracy, over the last few weeks, we’ve been placing 
the current directory, along with ‘Update of Information’ forms, on the tables. 

If you have not been in attendance to check your information, please email any 
changes to emilyhosinski@gmail.com.

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“I really wish I knew what I was eating right now”

- Ann Cardon
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Please share the news with friends in the non-profit 
world! Share on social media as well. All info can be 

found on www.sjbhrotary.org.

WANT TO WIN $1,000?
Over the next few weeks, you’ll have the 
opportunity to purchase tickets for the District 
6360 Foundation raffle. Tickets are $20 each 
and the drawing will take place on Oct. 18. 
Debra Trapikas will be collecting money in the 
lobby before meetings. Raffle prizes range 
from $100 to $1,000!

ROTARY YOUTH LEADERSHIP ACADEMY
Taylor Huie, daughter of 
Rotarians Jackie and Mike 
Huie, joined us to tell us 
more about her experience 
with Rotary Youth 
Leadership Academy (RYLA). 

Taylor is president of the 
senior cLass and Interact 
Club president at St. Joseph 
High School. She, along with 
Anna LaSata, had the 
opportunity to attend RYLA 

in early August. It’s an annual project for our Rotary Club to 
send two students through this program--typically Interact 
Club president or officer.

At this three-day workshop in Battle Creek, Taylor shared 
that they spent time on teamwork skills, on developing 
viewpoints and on collaborating with others with differing 
opinions. They enjoyed a number of group team-building 
activities as well as a guest speaker series of Rotarians and 
community leaders. Taylor also mentioned how beneficial it 
was to learn from her peers.

On behalf of both girls, Taylor expressed special thanks to 
Maria Kibler and Lori Marciniak for all that they’ve done for 
the youth in our community. She also showed gratitude to 
the Rotary Club of St. Joseph-Benton Harbor for sponsoring 
the program and helping to develop the leadership skills for 
generations to come.

BRIDGMAN INTERACT CLUB LOOKING 
FOR LEADERSHIP

Speaking of helping to 
develop leadership skills for 
future generations...the 
Interact Club at Bridgman 
High School is in need of a 
Rotarian advisor. If you are 
interested or would like 
more information, please 
contact Maria Kibler at 
mkibler49@gmail.com.

LOOKING FOR A COMMITTEE?
The Membership committee is...ironically...looking for new 
members! If you’re not currently on a Rotary committee, 
please consider getting involved. For more information, 
contact Dwight Bowman at cndbowman@aol.com.

http://www.sjbhrotary.org
mailto:mkibler49@gmail.com
mailto:mkibler49@gmail.com
mailto:cndbowman@aol.com
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HISTORY IN ACTION (CONTINUED)

When the City of St. Joseph took ownership for the 
lighthouse, there was first a condition assessment report to 
begin preparations for the massive restoration project. A lot 
of historical research went into the planning for the 
restoration. We have records of the original structure plans 
but the upgrades over the years were not nearly as well 
documented. 

As part of the NHLPA agreement, the lighthouse needed to 
stay historically accurate. Although the lighthouse, in the 
location we know now, dates back to the 1860s, the 1932 
appearance was determined to be the best rendition to 
replicate. Significant destruction would be necessary to 
emulate any earlier design.

Mihm Enterprises, the only contractor to respond to the bid 
for the project, worked through most of the winter. Site 
access was difficult as guard rails needed to be removed and 
ramps installed.

The foundation was in rough shape. New pins needed to be 
set in place to give the concrete something to anchor to. 

Believe it or not, there’s actually a basement in the 
lighthouse but over the years, water, sand, slop and coal 
have accumulated in the room. In all that mess, the two 
original doors were found and restored. Unfortunately, we 
are still fighting the water in that space.

There was a ton of rust to 
be treated, steel to be 
repaired and lots of 
painting. Because of the 
age of the structure, there 
was lead paint present 
and the whole thing 
needed to be encapsulated 
while paint was removed 
in order to protect Lake 
Michigan.



HISTORY IN ACTION (CONTINUED)

Windows had long been plated over and needed restoration. 
New entry doors were constructed. The lantern repairs were 
especially challenging because each diamond-shaped piece 
of glass is actually curved.

The lights currently in the structure are technologically 
updated for safety purposes but the original Fresnels are on 
display at the Heritage Museum.

The smokestack was fabricated based on old construction 
documents. John actually made note of our newsletter and 
how our rendition of the lighthouse in the header features 
the smokestack.

In addition to the restoration, a number of items that were 
added after 1932 were removed. Some modern features 
were added, however, to better preserve the structure. New 
electrical and mechanical systems as well as a system to 
provide better air circulation. With these modern 
technologies, there is no effort to make them look like they 
belong in 1932--they are purposely left obviously modern.

Looking at the numbers, it’s obvious that this really was a 
monumental undertaking:
● 2,700 pounds of pack rust removed
● 250 pounds of welding rod
● 20 tons of steel
● 600 pounds (roughly 2,600) rivets
● 100,000 pounds of blasting sand
● 5.1 tons of paint
● 340+ miles traveled back and forth on the pier

The project received a Governor’s award for historic 
preservation. The doors opened in early June and tours are 
being offered through the Heritage Museum. Tickets for the 
2016 St. Joe Lighthouse Tours will be sold in advance  at a 
cost of $10 for adults and $5 for children 17 and under. 
Advance ticket purchase is recommended. To register, 
please purchase your tickets online at 
Www.StJoeLighthouseTours.org, through their Facebook 
page or by calling the Heritage Museum at (269) 983-1191. 
Private tours will also be available to groups of up to 20 
people for a fee of $300. For more information, please call 
the Heritage Museum or e-mail info@theheritagemcc.org. 
The one-hour guided tours will begin near the covered 
pavilion at Tiscornia Park.
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mailto:info@theheritagemcc.org


Connect with the Rotary Club of St. 

Joseph-Benton Harbor

online at www.sjbhrotary.org Like us on Facebook!

WANT TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE E-WHEEL?
Your weekly email is brought to you by Emily Hosinski, Jennifer VanBeck, Brandi Smith-Gordon and  Lisa 

Cripps-Downey with photography by Jen Cole. If you have an announcement, a bit of news you wish to share, 

or a story you wish to see featured, please write to emilyhosinski@gmail.com.
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