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SEPTEMBER 26, 2016

The fall weather finally arrived for our first meeting after the official start of 
the season. We’re also feeling especially patriotic in theme with our guest 

speaker who was able to join us due to a schedule mishap. This happy 
accident provided a unique opportunity to find out more about an 

incredibly interesting topic!

TOMB GUARDS NEVER FORGET
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Thomas Tudor was only 20 years old when 
he was selected to serve as a Sentinel at 
the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. At that 
sacred place he would walk the mat in 
honor and protection for those we have 
lost in their service to our country.

Continued on pages 5-6



JOKE OF THE WEEK
“Poor Old fool,” thought the well-dressed 
gentleman as he watched an old man fish in a 
puddle outside a pub. So he invited the old man 
inside for a drink. As they sipped their whiskeys, 
the gentleman thought 
he’d humor the old man 
and asked, “So how many 
have you caught today?”
The old man replied, 
“You’re the eighth.”
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VISITING ROTARIANS
Terry Allen, Dave Driscoll and Jim Maier, 

Lakeshore Rotary
Tom Tudor, Rampart Range Rotary in Colorado 

Springs, CO
Andrew Williams, Elkhart, IN

ROTARIANS WITH GUESTS
Terry Allen brought Liz Allen

Chris Newland brought Lynzee McDowell and 
Steve Tillstrom

Jim O’Malley brought Don Alsbro
Jim Turner brought Gene Earl Beene

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORIES 
ARE NOW AVAILABLE
Hot off the presses! Chris Newland will be 
distributing our 2016-2017 Membership 
Directories in the Heritage lobby at our 
next few meetings. Please consider a $2 
contribution per book to help offset 
printing costs. Special thanks to 
JohnsonRauhoff for the donation of 
service to produce these directories!

FOUNDATION GRANTS
Thanks to all who support the St. Joseph-Benton Harbor Rotary Club 
Foundation as well as those who shared our grant news! We have 
received 27 grant requests totaling over $304,000. Grant selections will 
be made on October 27 and grants will be awarded in early December.

Stay tuned over the next few weeks as we share updates from last 
year’s grant recipients!

DILLY BARS MAKING A 
DIFFERENCE

The LMC Interact Club sold 144 dilly bars at a 
recent lunch to raise money for the Berrien 
Community Foundation’s Sheriff’s fund. The 
money they raised will go toward new vests 
and gun holsters for the Berrien County 
officers. 

In front with the vest is Ben Janson – VP
Back row: Lisa Cripps-Downey – Rotarian & 
Exec. Dir. of BCF, Frannie Valenziano – Sec., 
Addie Peters – Pres., Sheriff Bailey, Cole Keller 
– Fundraising Director, and Anna LaSata – 
Treas. 
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ROTARY DISTRICT 6360 FOUNDATION ANNUAL RECOGNITION DINNER
You and your spouse/guest are cordially invited to the RD6360F Annual Recognition Dinner on Tuesday, October 18, 2016 at 
the Ballroom of Walldorff Bistro and Brew Pub (3rd floor), www.walldorffbrewpub.com, 105 East State Street, Hastings, 
Michigan. Social hour at 6:00 PM with hors d’oeuvres and cash bar, Dinner at 6:30 PM. Cost is  $40.00 per person.
 
To register for this special event, please go to www.DACdb.com and click on GoToRegisterMe. You should have also received 
a personalized RSVP link in your email recently. If you need help registering, contact District Administrator Ingrid Nova at 
517-604-6360 or Rotary6360@gmail.com. Registration deadline is Tuesday, October 11, 2016. 
 

MENU
Beef tip with mushrooms and onions

Garlic Herbed Chicken with chicken veloute
Hearty Brown and Wild rice pilaf; Herb Roasted Yukon Gold Potatoes

Fresh vegetables
Garden salad with choice of dressings, Rolls and butter

Bread Pudding with a Bourbon Glaze, Pumpkin Cheesecake
Coffee, tea

 
At the dinner, Golden Trowel Awards will be presented, 2015-2106 RD6360F Grant recipients will be honored, and the 
drawing of the winners in the District 6360 Foundation Raffle will take place. The first prize in the raffle is $1,000.00. In total, 
$5,000 in cash prizes will be awarded. A maximum of 1,500 tickets will be sold. As you are aware, the Rotary Youth 
Leadership Award (RYLA) program is supported by the sale of raffle tickets as well as other Youth Services projects. Twenty 
percent (20%) of ticket sale proceeds are returned to participating clubs as a credit to support participants at RYLA camp or 
their clubs Youth Services programs.
 
Your attendance at this dinner will help your Rotary District 6360 Foundation fund grants and projects for the clubs in the 
district during the upcoming year. Thank you for your help on this annual celebration and fundraiser.
 
Please feel free to contact Karl Kincade at karlkincade@usa.net or by phone at 269-235-9269 if you have any questions . 

WANT TO WIN $1,000?
Only 7 tickets left! Tickets are $20 each and 
the drawing will take place on Oct. 18. Raffle 
prizes range from $100 to $1,000! Contact 
Debra Trapikas at tawana53@aol.com.

SPECIAL INVITATION
The Charlotte Rotary club is having a special 
meeting on October 11, 2016 at the First 
Congregational Church, 106 S.Bostwick Street, 
Charlotte, MI 48813. The guest speaker is 
Rotary International Polio Eradication Chair, 
Geoff Goff.

This meeting has been opened to all members 
of the District who would like to come and 
hear him. The church holds about 300 so there 

is plenty of room. There will be a box lunch served at the meeting for a 
cost of $5 and the he meeting is from 12:00 to 1:30 PM.

You should have received an email with a personalized link to register. 
Please do so if you plan to attend so their caterer can plan accordingly. 
Please address any questions to: PDG Ed Foster, ed@fosterdvm.com, 
517-230-7998 

http://www.walldorffbrewpub.com/
http://www.dacdb.com/
mailto:Rotary6360@gmail.com
mailto:ed@fosterdvm.com
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http://district6360.com/youth/youth-exchange/
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TOMB GUARDS NEVER FORGET (CONTINUED)

You’ll notice there’s a mat on which the Sentinels walk. This 
mat serves several purposes. It provides insulation against the 
cold granite of the monument. There’s a metal “horseshoe” 
plate on the Sentinel’s shoes and the rubber mat provides 
traction. Most importantly though, the mat prevents a groove 
from being worn into the granite from the constant walk and 
watch provided by those who guard the space.

Tomb Guard identification badges are worn by all who serve 
in this capacity. These badges are the second rarest order for 
the military with only 646 being issued over the years. The 
most rare badge are those given to astronauts. Tomb Guard 
badges can and are revoked for any guard who demonstrates 
poor or disrespectful behavior at any time in their life--even 
after their service has ended.

ARLINGTON HISTORY
In 1669, Governor William Berkeley granted 6,000 acres in 
northern Virginia to Captain Robert Howsing as payment for 
transporting 120 settlers to the colony. Howsing immediately 
sold the property to John Alexander for six barrels of tobacco.

George Washington Parke Custis, grandson of Martha 
Washington, acquired the land in 1802 and immediately 
began construction of the Arlington House. The estate later 
passed to his daughter, Mary Anna, who married U.S. Army 
officer Robert E. Lee.

When Virginia seceded from the Union at the start of the 
American Civil War, Robert E. Lee resigned and took 

command of the armed forces of the Commonwealth of 
Virginia. With Arlington House now occupied by Virginia 
militia, Mary Lee left for her sister’s estate.

In 1862, the government claimed that Mary Lee owed taxes 
on the property and when she was unwilling to appear 
personally to pay the bill, in fear of capture and being used 
as leverage against her husband, the government refused 
payment from a male relative she sent in her place. The 
government then seized the property and sold it at auction 
to…itself.

The government soon after began using the Arlington 
grounds as a site to bury Union soldiers. This served a 
necessity for the large number of deceased soldiers whose 
families could not afford for them to be sent home for burial 
and also as a personal insult to Robert E. Lee. 

TOMB OF THE UNKNOWN SOLDIER
On March 4, 1921, Congress approved the burial of an 
unidentified American soldier from World War I in Arlington 
Cemetery, in the plaza on top of a hill overlooking 
Washington, D.C. On the white marble sarcophagus, there 
are three Greek figures representing Peace, Victory and 
Valor. The six wreaths, three sculpted on each side, 
represent the six major campaigns of WWI. 

Inscribed on the tomb are the words “Here rests in honored 
glory an American soldier known but to God.”

Crypts for unknown 
soldiers from WWII 
and Korea are 
directly in front of 
the WWI 
sarcophagus. The 
tomb for the 
Vietnam war is 
actually empty.

On Memorial Day in 
1921, four American 
soldiers were 
exhumed from four 
WWI American 
cemeteries in France.
Their identical caskets 
were shuffled and all 
paperwork was 
burned. U.S. Army 
Sgt. Edward F. Younger selected the  the third casket from 
the left by placing a spray of white roses on the casket. 
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TOMB GUARDS NEVER FORGET (CONCLUDED)

On November 11, 1921, Armistice Day, President Warren G. 
Harding officiated the interment ceremony at the Memorial 
Amphitheater at Arlington National Cemetery.

In 1956, President Dwight D. Eisenhower signed a bill to select 
and pay tribute to the unknowns of WWII and Korea. Two 
unknowns from WWII were placed in identical caskets and 
taken aboard the U.S.S. Canberra. The only active-duty Medal 
of Honor recipient at the time selected the Unknown Soldier 
of WWII and the remaining casket received a burial at sea. 
Four Americans who died in the Korean War were disinterred 
from the National Cemetery of the Pacific in Hawaii.  Army 
Master Sgt. Ned Lyle made the final selection.

Both the WWII and Korean War Unknown Soldiers arrived in 
Washington in May, 1958. They were interred in the plaza 
beside the WWI comrade after each being awarded the 
Medal of Honor by President Eisenhower.

For the Vietnam War, the Unknown that was chosen was Air 
Force 1st Lt. Michael Joseph Blassie. Blassie was shot down in 
1972 and though his wallet had been found with him, it was 
later lost and without any further identification, his status was 
designated as unknown. He was interred at the Memorial 
Amphitheater on Memorial Day in 1984 with President 
Reagan bestowing the Medal of Honor and presiding over the 
funeral.

The remains of the Vietnam Unknown were exhumed in May, 
1998. Based on mitochondrial DNA, scientists confirmed that 
the remains were those of Air Force 1st Lt. Michael Joseph 
Blassie and were returned to his family. It was determined 
that the crypt for the Vietnam Unknown would remain vacant 
and the crypt cover had been replaced with one that has the 
inscription: “Honoring and Keeping Faith with America’s 
Missing Servicemen, 1958-1975.”

 

TOM’S EXPERIENCE
Tom was one of 40 soldiers, who were within a certain 
height requirement, who volunteered for consideration to 
be of service as a Tomb Guard. Tom was the only one 
selected for service. He began as a Sentinel in February, 
1969 and later that year was named Commander of the 
Relief. His last day of service was Memorial Day, 1970.

On the mat, the Tomb Guard walks 21 steps, stops and holds 
for 21 seconds and then continues with 21 steps in the 
opposite direction. This designation is a reference to the 21 
gun salute.

Tomb Guards walk during all types of weather except for 
one. There is a safety booth nearby in the event of lightning. 
Because of the metal plates in the guard’s shoes, they are at 
great risk during a lightning storm.

A Tomb Guard’s face is frozen in an expression of reverence 
while they are walking the mat. Visitors to the Tomb of the 
Unknown soldier will often try to make them laugh. If 
visitors are being loud or rude or if people cross the chains, 
the Tomb Guards have a short standard statement directing 
the visitor to comply with the expectations for behavior at 
the site. If it’s a child causing the problem, this short speech 
is directed at the parents and not the child. As Tom jokingly 
shared, “we don’t bayonet babies at the tomb.”

Tom also shared a few humorous stories of the elements 
testing his ability to stay stone faced while in service. At one 
time, a bee landed on his nose and another time a baby 
squirrel ran up his pant leg.

But in all seriousness, for many family members who never 
had closure, the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier serves as a 
special place where they can remember and grieve for the 
lost soldiers who never came home. 

Connect with the Rotary Club of St. 

Joseph-Benton Harbor

online at www.sjbhrotary.org Like us on Facebook!

WANT TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE E-WHEEL?
Your weekly email is brought to you by Emily Hosinski, Jennifer VanBeck, Brandi Smith-Gordon and  Lisa 

Cripps-Downey with photography by Jen Cole. If you have an announcement, a bit of news you wish to share, 

or a story you wish to see featured, please write to emilyhosinski@gmail.com.

 

http://www.sjbhrotary.org/
http://www.sjbhrotary.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Rotary-Club-of-St-Joseph-Benton-Harbor/315154588531420?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Rotary-Club-of-St-Joseph-Benton-Harbor/315154588531420?fref=ts
mailto:emilyhosinski@gmail.com


PAGE 7


