
Our guest speaker this week, 
Chuck Jager, is a Lakeshore 
High School Social Studies 
teacher and serves on the 
board of the Morton House 
Museum. He spoke to us this 
week about a recent bicycle 
trip he took across the state of 
Michigan.

Why did Chuck do such a 
thing, you ask? He says that it 
was a bit of a midlife crisis. 
He’s at an age where he has 
maybe 5-6 more years of 
teaching and is wondering 
what might be next. 

He was looking to go on an 
adventure and wanted to 
explore history. He had also 
always wanted to be a writer 
but didn’t think he had 
anything interesting to write 
about.

Pedaling the Pioneer Path, A 
Journey Down Michigan’s 
Territorial Road is the book 
he’s now published about this 
experience and it’s available 
for sale on Amazon.

Continued on page 8

It’s been a bit of a gray and rainy week with extra water from 
all the melting snow. Here’s hoping your home and property 

are safe from water damage and that your basement stays dry!

BICYCLING THROUGH HISTORY
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FEBRUARY 19, 2018 IMPORTANT DATES
❖ 2/26 Meeting: Cheri 

DeVries, Average Joe’s 
FIRST Robotics

❖ 2/28: February Board 
Meeting, 7:30 AM at Area 
Agency on Aging

❖ 3/5 Meeting: Kelly Fernau, 
New Manager at Cook 
Nuclear Plant

❖ 3/12 Meeting: Matt Gura, 
Hop Head Farms

❖ 3/18: Interact College Game 
Night at Watermark

❖ 3/19 Meeting: Autumn Zick, 
The Equestrian Center

❖ 3/26 Meeting: Mike Moyer, 
Viticulture Program at 
LMC

SAVE THE DATE - JUNE 16, 2018
CELEBRATING A CENTURY OF SERVICE 
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PLEASE NOTE: MEETINGS 
WILL BE HELD AT FIRST 
CHURCH OF GOD UNTIL 
OTHERWISE SPECIFIED

2627 Niles Ave., St. Joseph

https://www.amazon.com/Pedaling-Pioneer-Path-Journey-Territorial/dp/1540649261


JOKE OF THE WEEK
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ROTARIANS WITH GUESTS
Jackie Huie brought Don Johnson

Maria Kibler brought Leah Brucal, 
Addie Peters, and Frannie Valenziano

Debra Trapikas brought Bruno Trapikas

A VERY SPECIAL 
HAPPY BUCK

A Happy Buck was shared by 
Bruno Trapikas on behalf of Debra 
which shared her happiness to be 
alive and happiness to be with us 
this week. She is very grateful for 

all the well wishes, facebook posts, 
visits, texts, flowers and prayers.

CHAPERONE NEEDED
We are in need of another chaperone for the 

Interact Club June 23-29 trip to the Dominican 
Republic. Cost is $1,200 per person. If you’re 

interested or would like more information, please 
text Jackie Huie at 269-930-1325.



HELP WANTED
Our regular piano player, Dennis Bowen, has departed for his annual 
trip to Florida so we are in need of musical assistance. Do you play 
piano, guitar, kazoo? If you’re interested in providing 
accompaniment for weekly meetings, please contact Rick Villa at 
rvilla@villaenv.com.

Wendy Edwards is single-handedly managing our weekly catering 
and could sure use some help. If you’re able to support Wendy, 
please send her an email at misterbeano59@gmail.com.

HOLE MARSHALLS FOR 
KITCHENAID SENIOR PGA
Our club volunteered to be 
Marshalls for Hole 15 at the 
2018 KitchenAid Senior PGA and 
we are still in need of 
volunteers.

What does it mean to be a Hole 
Marshall?
Hole Marshalls sign up for (4) 
4-hour shifts over the course of 
the tournament 
(Tuesday-Sunday). The main 
duty is crowd control--quieting 
the crowd before a golfer takes 
his shot. Marshalls are 
strategically positioned around 
the course inside the spectator 
ropes and have some of the 
closest access to the pro golfers 
who are participating in the 
tournament. It’s truly one of the 
best “seats” in the house! 
Friends, family, spouses and 
Rotarians from other clubs 
are also welcome to join this 
volunteer group!

To sign up, please visit 
www.srpga.com or you can call 
or email Danae Donatello at the 
Senior PGA:  269-487-3200 or 
ddonatello@pgahq.com directly. 
There is a $130 volunteer fee 
which covers the cost of uniform 
and meals and includes passes 
to the tournament and gift 
certificate for a round of golf at 
Harbor Shores.

100-YEAR CELEBRATION UPDATE
Meetings of the 100-Year Celebration committee will be taking place 
every other Monday. All meetings will be at 11:00 AM and will be 
held at the church until there is a change in our meeting venue. 

Please mark the following meeting dates on your calendar:
March 5 and 9
April 2, 16 and 30
May 14 and 21 (no regular meeting 5/28)
June 4 and 11 (last Monday before event)

With so few meetings left to 
pull everything together, the 
committee would greatly 
appreciate any additional 
collaborators. Please feel 
free to join any meeting or to 
connect with Dave Peterson 
(dpeterson@lawssa.com) 
directly for more info.

MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS
Open Membership Committee 
Meetings will be held every third 
Wednesday of the month at 12:00 
PM at Villa Environmental 
Consultants at 215 Colfax in 
Benton Harbor. Bring your lunch 
and share your thoughts and 
ideas with the team.
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- 4th Annual - 
College Game Night!

WHO: YOU!

WHAT: Indoor Tailgate Party

WHEN: Sunday, March 18
1:00-5:00 PM

WHERE: Watermark Brewing 
Company, 
5781 St. Joseph Ave., 
Stevensville, MI

WHY: Support the Interact
Club 2018 mission trip 
to Dominican Republic

Ticket price includes food, games and door prizes!

Tickets are $15 and can be purchased at any 
Edgewater Bank location.

For more information email: swmiinteract@gmail.com

Sponsored by the Interact Clubs of Lake Michigan Catholic, Lakeshore, St. Joseph and Bridgman High Schools.



WHY I GIVE
I had the unfortunate opportunity to spend time at 
the Hanson Hospice Center recently while visiting a 
good friend of mine who was losing her fight against 
ovarian cancer. Every time I went to that facility, I 
saw this sign:

It was a very sad time, but seeing this sign gave me 
a great sense of pride and reminded me that being a 
Rotarian is more than just having lunch once a 
week. The things we do and organizations we 
support make a real difference in our community.

When the board was asked, at our December 
meeting, to support the SJBHRC Foundation, I had 
my check written out before J.C. finished his 
sentence. 

I’m sharing my story for two reasons: 1. I want to 
personally, as a Rotarian and as a board member, 
encourage you to support the 2018 pledge drive and 
2. I want to hear your story. 

Have you or your friends or family had a personal 
experience with an organization that’s received 
foundation funding? Do you feel strongly motivated 
about supporting our foundation and want to 
encourage others? Send me an email at 
RotarySJBH@gmail.com and we’ll share it here in 
the eWheel (can share anonymously by request) so 
that we can help the 2018 pledge drive be a huge 
success and continue to make a greater impact in 
our community.

Emily M. Kirchner

ST. JOSEPH-BENTON HARBOR ROTARY 
CLUB FOUNDATION PLEDGE DRIVE
J.C. Anderson helped us kick off the year with a 
$270,000 challenge. In honor of our 100-year 
anniversary, the foundation board, with approval 
from the club board of directors, is asking 
Rotarians to consider making a five-year 
commitment to supporting the foundation.

Rotarians should expect to receive a letter in the 
mail with a suggested donation amount. You will 
have the opportunity to commit to that amount, 
pledge a different amount, or let us know that this 
is not a good time for you to make a donation. We 
do ask that all Rotarians complete the form and 
return it so that we 100% participation in the 
campaign.

The fundraising totals will be shared at the 100th 
Anniversary Celebration on June 16, 2018 but we 
are asking that all pledge forms be returned by 
March 31, 2018.
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UPDATE ON BOB PEIRCE
At a recent club meeting, our president, Rick 
Villa, shared a quick update on the health of 
Bob Peirce. He shared that he’s feeling pretty 
well and that he’s hoping to attend one of our 
upcoming meetings. He also asked that we, 
especially those of us using QuickBooks or 
business accounting software for 
Rotary-related payments, check to make sure 
that we’re sending checks to the correct 
address. Please send all 
correspondence/checks to:

Rotary Club of 
St. Joseph-Benton Harbor

PO Box 335
St. Joseph, MI 49085

mailto:RotarySJBH@gmail.com


SJBHRC FOUNDATION 2018 PLEDGE DRIVE UPDATE
● 136 Club Members
● 37 Forms Returned
● 99 Members Not Responded

Regardless of making a pledge or not, we still need your form to have a full 
accounting of the Fund Drive. We ask that all forms are turned in by March 31.

1918-2018 ~ 100 Years of Service
St. Joseph-Benton Harbor Rotary Club Foundation ~ Making a local difference...forever!

CLUB HIGHLIGHTS
❖ 1918 - founded with 16 members

➢ $5.20 Annual Dues
➢ 75¢ Dinner

❖ 1958 - initiated Track Meet
❖ 1981 - initiated St. Joseph-Benton 

Harbor Rotary Club Foundation
❖ 1985 - initiated focus on worldwide 

polio prevention (Polio Plus)
❖ 1987 - women initiated into club
❖ 2003 - BioSand water filter project 

initiated for the Dominican Republic
❖ 2007 - initiated Rotary Student 

Program to mentor high school 
students

❖ 2012 - initiated Interact Club program
❖ 2018 - 100th Anniversary with 140 

members
➢ $235 Annual Dues
➢ $11.00 Lunch

American Youth Soccer Org
Andrews University
Area Agency on Aging
Berrien County Association of Churches
Berrien County Council for Children
Berrien County Health Department
Berrien County Historical Society
Berrien County Parks Department
Berrien Families Plus
Boys & Girls Club
Benton Harbor Area Schools
Calling All Colors
Child & Family Services 
Citizens Mediation Service, Inc.
City of St. Joseph
Community Partnership for Lifelong 
Learning
Cornerstone Alliance
Council for World Class Community

Curious Kids Museum
Disability Network of SWMI
Feeding America West Michigan
Gateway
Habitat for Humanity
Healing Paws
Heritage Museum & Cultural Center
Hospice at Home
Junior Achievement
Lakeland Health Foundation
Lest We Forget
Little Squirt
Literacy Council
LOGAN Autism Learning Center
Overflow Christian Community
Ready Tae Kwon Do
Sarett Nature Center
Senior Nutrition Services

Sex Can Wait, Inc.
Sheriff’s Department
Silver Beach Carousel
St. Augustine of Canterbury Church
St. Joseph Charter Township
St. Joseph Public Schools
St. Joseph School Planetarium
Soup Kitchen
Southwest Michigan Symphony
Southwest Michigan Soccer Club
The Bark Angels
The Salvation Army
United Way of Southwest Michigan
Water Street Glassworks
Western Michigan University
Winning, Inc.
YMCA
YWCA

56 AGENCIES HAVE RECEIVED GRANTS

SJBHRC FOUNDATION HIGHLIGHTS
❖ 1981 - SJBHRC Foundation 

founded to help make an impact 
in our community

❖ 1985 - $400,000 challenge to 
membership

❖ 1997 - $400,000 balance 
achieved and two grants 
awarded

❖ 2008 - $835,000 pledged to 
grow SJBHRC Foundation in 
celebration of Club’s 90th 
Anniversary

❖ 2016 - $772,650 granted to 53 
agencies since 1997

❖ 2017 - $1,480,000 balance

❖ 2018 - $??? pledged to grow 
SJBHRC Foundation in 
celebration of Club’s 100th 
Anniversary!



WHAT IT’S LIKE TO...
In a recent edition of the Rotarian, there was a 
series of ordinary Rotarians sharing their own 
extraordinary experiences in their own words. 
Topics include surviving an atomic bomb, living on 
$1.50 a day, growing space tomatoes and more. 
CLICK HERE to read the full article. The story 
about being a millennial in Rotary was of 
particular interest as we seek to find new ways to 
engage younger generations in our club. 

Be a millennial in Rotary
Dominick Bonny, Rotary Club of Wenatchee North, 
Wash as told to Vanessa Glavinskas

Rotary is weird. Rotarians are old, mostly. They 
sing songs and say the Pledge of Allegiance before 
meetings. They tell lame jokes. 

But they also organize highway trash cleanups, 
blood drives, and literacy fairs. They raise money 
for students to study abroad, and they open their 
homes to foreign students studying here. They are 
fixated on eradicating polio. Yes, polio is still a 
thing.

I’m 32. I joined Rotary three years ago when Earl 
Tilly, a leader I respect in our community, invited 
me. At my first meeting, I didn’t see a lot of faces 
my age, but I found that I fit in well with the 
Rotary mindset of Service Above Self. I remember 
thinking, “Oh, wow. I’m home.” Earl has since 
become a mentor to me. He’s 83 and still plays 
tennis and bikes regularly. He was mayor of our 
town, then our state representative. I admire him 
and the way he has lived his life. I find that people 
in Rotary do a lot of good, but not for 
self-promotion. I really respect and want to 
emulate that. 

I run a social media and marketing company. I 
manage web pages for our local newspaper, three 
school districts, and other organizations. Part of 
my job is to monitor comments from the public, 
which means I’m in a quagmire of social media 
trolls every day. People are just terrible to one 
another online. They say awful, malicious things. 
It’s a downer. For me, Rotary is a way to unplug 
from that. I think the path back to a more civil 
society is through our clubs. While social media is 
good for a lot of things, it’s not good for breaking 
down the walls we build between us. Rotary offers 
a neutral space where I can gather with other 
people, even those I may not see eye-to-eye with on 
every issue, and focus on what really matters – 
making the world a better place. 

Being in Rotary hasn’t been a total honeymoon. I 
went through a period when I wondered if it was 
for me. After I joined, I took over running our 
social media and built a new website for our club. 
I also started promoting Rotary to my network, but 
it didn’t feel as though we were making any 
progress or any other young people were going to 
join. But I had made a commitment to show up, so 
I stuck with it. To volunteer for stuff. I’m glad I did. 
Our club is almost half younger people now. It has 
added a bit of urgency to our lunch meetings, since 
not everyone is retired anymore. 

So what’s it like to be a millennial in Rotary? To 
most young people, Rotary is old-fashioned. For 
me, that’s what makes it cool. People in my peer 
group tend to isolate themselves. We are 
connected by technology, but not truly connected. 
Rotary is my antidote to that. 
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LOCAL CLUB MEETING DAYS, LOCATIONS & TIMES
❖ Benton Harbor-Sunrise, Wednesdays, 7:00 a.m., Elks Lodge, 

601 Riverview Drive, Benton Harbor
❖ Lakeshore, Thursdays, 12:12 p.m., First Church of God, 5767 

Red Arrow Highway, Stevensville
❖ Paw Paw Lake, Wednesdays, 12:00 p.m., Lakeland 

Medical-Watervliet, 400 Medical Park, Watervliet
❖ Harbor Country, Fridays, 7:30 a.m., Lakeside United 

Methodist Church Community Room, 14970 Lakeside Road, 
Lakeside, MI

If you want to visit other district 6360 club meetings, log into DacDb, at the 
top left, click on Clubs, then a full listing of clubs will appear and now look 
left again under Where Clubs Meet and you will see all days, times, google 
map, list of club officers and more.

FRIENDLY 
REMINDER
Don’t forget to take 
your badge off 
before you leave. 

We’ve noticed that the layout of 
our current facility, with its 
multiple exits, has contributed to 
many badges going home with 
Rotarians. Let’s help each other 
remember to put those back 
where they belong before we 
take off.

https://www.rotary.org/en/rotarian-stories-2017


Connect with the Rotary Club of St. 
Joseph-Benton Harbor

online at www.sjbhrotary.org Like us on Facebook!

WANT TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE eWHEEL?
Your weekly email is brought to you by Emily Kirchner, Brandi Smith-Gordon, and  Lisa Cripps-Downey with 

photography by Jen Cole. If you have an announcement, a bit of news you wish to share, or a story you wish to see 
featured, please write to RotarySJBH@gmail.com.
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BICYCLING THROUGH HISTORY (CONTINUED)

This adventure started one day when Chuck was 
sitting at the Morton House Museum, sitting out on 
the front steps. Sitting there, looking out, he 
noticed a boulder with a plaque notating the “end 
of Territorial Road.” Which prompted the question, 
where is the start? Actually, it starts in Detroit and 
it turns out, Eleazar Morton, one of the first settlers 
of Benton Harbor, traveled that path with his 
family in 1836.

So Chuck packed some things in a burley--a 
sleeping bag, a tent and some supplies and started 
out in Detroit to follow the path all the way back 
home. There’s a tradition, when embarking on a 
bicycle trip, to put the back wheel in the body of 
water from where you’re departing and the front 
wheel in the body of water where you arrive. This 
was challenging on the Detroit side due to barriers 
in place preventing people from accessing the 
water--but he made it happen by dangling over a 
barrier and carefully lowering his bike into the 
water.

While on his trip, he wanted to visit as many 
historical spots as possible. He stopped by the old 
Tigers stadium. He traveled down Michigan 
avenue and to Dearborn and visited the Henry 
Ford Museum and then on to Ann Arbor.

Boulders similar to the one at Morton Museum 
mark the path all along the trail. Some are hard to 
find because they are not located at the original 
site. He went through Jackson which is home to a 
large penitentiary and also marks the birthplace of 
the Republican Party in 1854.  

He went through Marshall on a very rainy day 
which prompted him to remind himself that 
“there’s no such thing as bad weather, only 
inappropriate clothing.” He noted that Marshall is 
a great location for viewing historical homes and 
that community has done a great job of preserving 
great architecture.

In Battle Creek, he stopped by a statue dedicated to 
Sojourner Truth who lived in Battle Creek for the 
last 20 years of her life. He found that the original 
trail went straight to her grave. He went to 
Galesburg where a large statue stands for General 
William Rufus Shaffer who fought in the 
Spanish-American and Civil War. He stopped by 
Kalamazoo College which is his alma mater.

Things got a little tough around Paw Paw. Most of 
this route is no longer called Territorial Road 
anymore so finding his way was a bit challenging 
at times. 1-94 also greatly complicated things by 
cutting straight through the original path. He 
thought about jumping the fence and making a run 
for it but decided to take the detour instead.

He went through a pioneer settlement by Christie 
Lake. He was delighted to find that Van Buren 
county marks the route particularly well. He went 
through Keeler, Bainbridge, Millburg and finally 
back to Benton Harbor.

His son Drew joined him for the last 7 miles or so 
which was a nice treat. Together, they took their 
bikes down to Silver Beach to dip the front wheel 
in the lake and officially conclude the 5 day trip. 

But the trip wasn’t quite complete… There’s a 
section of the path that goes through the Fort 
Custer National Guard Training Center and Chuck 
was pretty sure they don’t just let you ride your 
bike through there. So, he called them up and 
asked and they were agreeable but had a training 
exercise already scheduled for the time when 
Chuck would be riding through. So, they agreed 
upon a separate date a week later so he could 
officially say he’d completed the FULL length of the 
trail. He said that experiencing that part of the 
path was like going back in history because there 
was no development at all, just two tracks through 
the woods.

http://www.sjbhrotary.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Rotary-Club-of-St-Joseph-Benton-Harbor/315154588531420?fref=ts
mailto:RotarySJBH@gmail.com


ROTARY CLUB OF ST. JOSEPH-BENTON HARBOR 2017-2018 CLUB COMMITTEES

CLUB ADMINISTRATION
Rick Villa

CLUB & COMMUNITY SERVICE
Patti Kutz

MEMBERSHIP
Charles Jesperesen (Interim)

50/50 Raffle - Jim Roberts (interim), Joen 
Brambilla, Rachel Damaske, Julie Duensing, 
Wendy Edwards, Jan Ferguson, Jennifer 
Gardner, Ron Goos, Melissa Hahn, Donna 
Howard, Cindy Igoe, Patti Kutz, Adam Lieberman, 
John Olson, Jim Roberts, Therese Saggau, 
Chuck Wells, Autumn Zick, Mark Zielke

Music - Allan Westmaas & Dennis Bowen, 
Dwight Bowman, Kurt Marzke, Christine 
Vanlandingham, Janet Zielke

St. Joseph-Benton Harbor Rotary Club 
Foundation - Maria Kibler (President), Bob 
Judd (Secretary), Steve Ross (Treasurer), Lisa 
Cripps-Downey, Mike Hanley, Mike Huie, Mike 
Kinney, Dale Park, Steve Smith, Tom Starks, 
Char Wenham

St. Joseph-Benton Harbor Rotary Club 
Foundation Investments - Mike Cook, Randy 
Bettich, Rick Dyer, Bob Judd, Mike Kinney, Steve 
Ross, Allan Westmaas

Diversity - Dwight Bowman

Membership - Dwight Bowman, Rich Burling, 
Rachel Damaske, Julie Duensing, Wendy 
Edwards, Jan FergusonMatt Hanley, Jackie Huie, 
Charles Jespersen, Lynn Kellogg, Debra 
Trapikas, Christine Vanlandingham

Orientation - Lynn Kellogg & Christine 
Vanlandingham

Sergeant-At-Arms - Matt Hanley, Randy Bettich, 
Bill Downey, Sean Ebbert, Kurt Marzke, Mike 
Peirce, Mary Spiegel, Tom Watson, Russ Zick

Adopt-A-Highway - Steve Smith

Bell Ringing - Sean Ebbert

YOUTH SERVICE
Jackie Huie & Maria Kibler

Programs - Wendy Edwards

Invocation - Dave Kirshenbaum, Randy 
Bettich, Dennis Bowen, Chad Deja, Wendy 
Edwards, Lynn Kellogg, Patti Kutz, Lori Marciniak, 
Jim O’Malley, Christine Vanlandingham, Char 
Wenham, Allan Westmaas

Celebrate Rotary - Will resume in 2019

Law Day - Steve Smith

Rural Ag Day - Art Cotter

Essay Contest - Jacqui Winship, Bill Benner, 
Dave Kirshenbaum, Patti Kutz, (Judges: Joen 
Brambilla, Ann Cardon, Lisa Cripps-Downey, 
Nicole Heugel, Donna Metz, Jim O’Malley, Jack 
Sukup, Janet Zielke)

INTERNATIONAL INITIATIVES
Mike Kinney

PUBLIC IMAGE
Emily Kirchner

Interact - Maria Kibler, Steve Borre, Mary Frey, 
Jackie Huie, Cindy Igoe, Marian Rosko Titus

Bio-Sand Water Filter Project - OPEN

International Foundation & Polio Plus - Tom 
Chapman

International Initiatives - Mike Kinney, Wendy 
Edwards, Jan Ferguson, Mary Frey, Charles 
Jespersen, Prudy Nelson, Mary Spiegel

eWheel Newsletter - Emily Kirchner, Lisa 
Cripps-Downey, Brandi Smith-Gordon

Membership Directory - Chris Newland, Robyn 
Johnson

Photographer - Jen Cole

Public Relations - Emily Kirchner

Rotary Student Program - Jackie Huie, Kristi 
Aubrey, Mary Frey, Mike Huie, Maria Kibler, 
Trevor Kubatzke, Dave Peterson, Steve Smith, 
Rick Villa

RYLA - Lori Marciniak

Track Meet - Randy Bettich, J.C. Anderson, 
Dennis Bowen, Jim O’Malley

AD HOC COMMITTEES Website & Social Media - Emily Kirchner Track Meet Scholarship - Dennis Bowen, Brian 
Berger, Joen Brambilla, Bill Marohn, Jim Marohn, 
Mary Kynast, Christine VanLandingham

Celebrating a Century of Service - Dave 
Peterson, Debra Trapikas, Wendy Edwards, Jan 
Ferguson, Mary Frey, Charles Jespersen, Matt 
Hanley, Nicole Huegel, Tom Watson

Youth Exchange - Kristi Aubrey, Debra 
Trapikas

CLUB LEADERSHIP

President: Rick Villa 
President-Nominee: Wendy Edwards  

Treasurer: Steve Ross

President-Elect: Debra Trapikas
 Immediate Past President: Stephen Smith

Secretary: Janice Ferguson

Board of Directors: Dwight Bowman, Matt Hanley, Nicole Heugel, Jackie Huie, Charles Jespersen, Maria Kibler, 
Emily Kirchner, Lori Marciniak and Mary Spiegel

To inquire about joining a committee or to report an error on this list, please email RotarySJBH@gmail.com Updated 1/26/18

mailto:RotarySJBH@gmail.com

