
Our guest speaker this week 
was Tony Mandarino who 
shared information with us 
about the Alex Mandarino 
Foundation. I’m going to 
apologize in advance for any 
gaps in the narrative as this 
eWheel editor needed a few 
moments to wipe away the 
tears throughout the 
presentation.

Tony has been in the financial 
services industry since 2001 
and is currently with United 
Federal Credit Union. 

Of all his accomplishments, 
however, his greatest pride is 
in being a dad. 

Tony says that you hear the 
expression that “bad things 
happen to good people” all the 
time and that it’s easy to 
brush it off. But he wanted to 
express that bad things can 
happen to anyone...and 
indeed, they did.

Tony was living almost a 
perfect life. He married his 
high school sweetheart in 
2003. They moved to this 
community in 2004. They 
bought a house and got a dog.

Alex, their first child, was 
born in 2008. Tony said that 
the instant love, pride and joy 
of becoming a dad was 
indescribable. He says that 
Alex was the cutest boy with 
an infectious smile and the 
greatest belly laugh...and he 
had the personality to match. 

Continued on page 6-8

We had a good sized crowd on this sunny, warm, June day. 
Our last meeting in June and our last meeting of the 
2017-2018 year with Rick Villa as our President. We 
celebrate the induction of the new board at our next 

meeting on July 9.

BECAUSE HE LOVED FEEDING THE DUCKS

PAGE 1

JUNE 25, 2018 IMPORTANT DATES

❖ 6/30: Deadline to submit 
your 2018-2019 Rotary 
Dues

❖ 7/1: South Haven Rotary 
Pancake Breakfast, 8:00 
AM-12:00 PM

❖ 7/2: NO MEETING PER 4TH 
OF JULY HOLIDAY

❖ 7/9 Meeting: Installation of 
2018-2019 Board Officers

❖ 7/14: July Adopt-A-Roadway 
Clean-up

❖ 7/16 Meeting: Quinn Kibler, 
A Visit to Cuba

❖ 7/23 Meeting: Al Pscholka, 
Kinexus

❖ 7/25: July Board Meeting at 
7:30 AM at Area Agency on 
Aging

❖ 7/30 Meeting: TBD
❖ 8/6 Meeting: District 

Governor Jim Cupper
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DEADLINE
Annual Rotary dues must be 

received by 6/30/18. If you plan 
to continue your membership 

but aren’t confident your 
check will be received in time, 
please contact Jan Ferguson at 

normjanstjoe@comcast.net 
immediately.

mailto:normjanstjoe@comcast.net


JOKE OF THE WEEK

More punny jokes in honor of our punny 
Sergeant-at-Arms, Bill Downey
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ROTARIANS WITH 
GUESTS

Dwight Bowman brought 
Jennifer Huddleson

Gary Bruce brought Todd Shurn
Emily Kirchner brought John 

Matuszak

FOR THE SCRAPBOOK
Our 2017-2018 Club President 
presiding over his last board 
meeting. Cut this one out for the 
scrapbook!

NEW MEMBER ALERT
Welcome to our newest club member, Amber Peters, who is 
being sponsored by Julie Duensing. Amber is an Attorney at 
Kotz Sangster. Originally from the Niles area, Amber just moved 
back here from Detroit and joined our club as a way to get more 
involved in the community.
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RIBBONECTOMY
Congratulations to Julie Duensing on the removal of her yellow 
“new member” ribbon this week! Julie will be serving as the chair 
of the Membership Committee for the 2018-2019 Rotary year.

INTERACT IN THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
Did you know you can follow along with all the action on 
Facebook? “Like” the Interact Clubs of Southwest Michigan in 
Dominican Republic Facebook page to see what they’re up to.

TRAVELING HAPPY BUCKS
Rotarian Dale Park shared $5 
Happy Bucks with us from former 
member David Burkhardt that 
he’s been carrying around since 
he ran into him at a wedding 
back in May. The reason the 
bucks have been delayed is 
because shortly after seeing 
David, Dale’s wife suffered a 
brain hemorrhage (we are not 
insinuating that the two events 
are in any way related).

Dale expressed his appreciation 
for all the thoughts and prayers 
and well-wishes he’s received 
from this club and shared a quick 
update on his wife’s condition. 
After the hemorrhage, Dale’s wife 
woke up in Hospice and told Dale 
in no uncertain terms that she 
didn’t plan on dying. She then 
moved on to Bronson and then to 
Lakeland Watervliet for rehab 
and is now back at home and 
doing very well. 

TRADING BANNERS
Thank you to James Turner 
for adding a banner from 
the Kalamazoo Club to our 
collection this week. As a 
reminder, whenever you’re 
traveling, please try to 
exchange a banner with 
that local club. We have a 
whole box of our flags 
available for this purpose. 

https://www.facebook.com/SWMichiganInteractinDR/
https://www.facebook.com/SWMichiganInteractinDR/
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Steve Smith shared an update with us earlier this 
year on the MDOT Adopt-A-Highway program. 
Starting last year, we adopted the 2.8 mile stretch of 
Lakeshore Drive between Maiden Lane and 
Cleveland Avenue and we’ve hosted four clean-up 
events since that time.

As our second clean-up date for 2018 approaches, 
we thought it would be a good idea to provide more 
information on what getting involved with a 
clean-up day looks like. 

Steve referred to our stretch of Lakeshore Drive as a 
“mixed bag...of trash.” The team tackles from 
Maiden Lane to Brown School Road which is 1.1 
miles but the lowest amount of trash. From Brown 
School Road to Hilltop is the second stretch which is 
1 mile and has light trash for most of the span 
except for around Lookout Park. Hilltop to 
Cleveland is the final stretch and is only .7 miles but 
has the highest concentration of trash.

Of the three clean-ups last year, we had a total of 29 
unique participants and collected almost 50 bags of 
trash. The average time commitment was two 
hours. 

Steve outlined three different ways that you can 
support the roadway clean-up efforts.

1. Promotion - Spread the word! You’ll see a 
flyer on the next page of the eWheel here or 
share the Facebook post about the event. 
Encourage friends and family to sign up for 
the event.

2. Headquarters - Prep and staff headquarters 
and help transport people.

3. Picking up Trash - The more people who join, 
the easier and faster the work goes. You must 
be 12 years or older to participate and those 
ages 12-17 need 1 adult per 3 kids. 

WHAT’S IT LIKE TO ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY?
What to bring? Dress to be out in the sunshine 
and walking. MDOT provides reflective vests 
and the trash bags. Bring work gloves and if 
you have a garbage spike or a “grabber,” you’re 
welcome to bring that along as well. 

The next clean-up event is scheduled for 
Saturday, July 14, at 9:00 AM. See the flyer on 
the next page for the link to sign-up.



Join the Rotary Club of 
St. Joseph-Benton Harbor for its 

Adopt-a-Roadway Clean-up!

WHO:    Rotarians & non-Rotarians alike 
      (must be 12 to participate, and kids 
      must be accompanied by an adult)

WHEN:  Saturday, July 14, 9:00-11:00 AM

WHAT:  Picking up items on one of three 
     stretches of Lakeshore Drive between
     Maiden Lane and Cleveland Avenue

We will meet in the parking lot of The Sandbar & Grille, 2701 Lakeshore Drive, at 
9:00 AM. Safety vests and bags provided. Dress comfortably and bring gloves.

Questions? Email RotarySJBH@gmail.com.

CLICK HERE for more information from Michigan Department of Transportation. 

CLICK HERE TO SIGN UP TO VOLUNTEER!

mailto:RotarySJBH@gmail.com
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/MDOT_Safety_Brochure_06_154017_7.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfNseX0B6WPImAQjMg3roztwBd1hlYybbGrghjNZ_kr_InZRQ/viewform?usp=sf_link


BECAUSE HE LOVED FEEDING THE 
DUCKS (CONTINUED)
Tony bragged that Alex was 
doing math at a very early age 
which made his banker dad 
quite proud. He describes Alex 
as being “all boy” and very 
rough and tumble. Two years 
later, Tony and his wife 
welcomed their second child, 
Bella, and life was just about 
perfect.

About a month before Alex’s 
third birthday, they found out 
that Alex had 
cancer--neuroblastoma. The 
Neurologist immediately told 
them not to Google it...but of 
course they did. They researched 
it, talked to doctors, exhausted 
all resources to gain a better 
understanding of their family’s 
new challenge.

With neuroblastoma, by the time 
symptoms present themselves, 
it’s usually too late. By that time, 
the cancer has generally already 
metastasized.

Tony questioned himself. Could they have done something to 
prevent it? Could they have caught it earlier? But the cause of 
neuroblastoma is unknown. It can happen to anyone.

In talking to the major children’s hospitals about the treatment plan, 
they were encouraged to stay put versus traveling across the country 
for treatment. They said that the community support would be more 
valuable at that point.

The standard protocol for neuroblastoma was to do six rounds of 
chemotherapy. For Alex, this didn’t work. They then took him to 
New York to Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center (MSKCC). The 
doctors initially provided something like 15 proposed treatments 
which gave Tony confidence.
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MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS
Open Membership Committee Meetings will be 
held every third Wednesday at 12:00 PM at 
**NEW LOCATION** Professional Hearing 
Services at 511 Renaissance Dr., #100, St. 
Joseph. Bring your lunch and share your 
thoughts and ideas with the team.

LOCAL CLUB MEETING DAYS, 
LOCATIONS & TIMES
❖ Benton Harbor-Sunrise, Wednesdays, 7:00 

a.m., Elks Lodge, 601 Riverview Drive, 
Benton Harbor

❖ Lakeshore, Thursdays, 12:12 p.m., First 
Church of God, 5767 Red Arrow Highway, 
Stevensville

❖ Paw Paw Lake, Wednesdays, 12:00 p.m., 
Lakeland Medical-Watervliet, 400 Medical 
Park, Watervliet

❖ Harbor Country, Fridays, 7:30 a.m., Lakeside 
United Methodist Church Community Room, 
14970 Lakeside Road, Lakeside, MI

If you want to visit other district 6360 club meetings, log 
into DacDb, at the top left, click on Clubs, then a full listing 
of clubs will appear and now look left again under Where 
Clubs Meet and you will see all days, times, google map, 
list of club officers and more.



BECAUSE HE LOVED FEEDING THE DUCKS (CONTINUED)

With these various treatments, progress was made 
but they never got to the point of “no evidence of 
disease.” In July of 2013, at the age of five years 
and 3 months old...Alex Mandarino lost his battle 
against cancer.

While clearly devastated by the loss of his child, 
Tony shared what an absolute joy it was to have 
had Alex in his life for those five years. He also 
expressed a sense of awe for the children who are 
fighting against disease and going through 
treatment--this is their norm--and for the most 
part, they are still happy kids. It’s equally inspiring 
and sad…

The Mandarino family’s story is not an isolated 
one. Tony said that going through this journey 
forces you into a brotherhood of friends that you 
would have never wanted to meet. But that 
connection to other families going through similar 
struggles, and having that support network, are 
critically important.

One of the things many families with children 
fighting cancer find is the gross injustice and 
disparity of funding for cancer drugs and research 
for children's diseases. You would think it would 
be fairly equitable but less than 1% of funding to 
the American Cancer Society is dedicated to 
funding childhood cancer.

● In the U.S., more children die of childhood 
cancer than any other disease -- more than 
AIDS, asthma, cystic fibrosis, congenital 
anomalies and diabetes combined.

● Two-thirds of children treated 
for childhood cancer will 
suffer long-term effects from 
treatment including loss of 
hearing and sight, heart 
disease, secondary cancers, 
learning disabilities, infertility 
and more.

● In the last 20 years, only three 
new drugs have been 
approved that were 
specifically developed to treat 
children with cancer.

● Less than 4% of the National 
Cancer Institute's budget is 
solely dedicated to childhood 
cancer research.

The Childhood Cancer Survivorship, Treatment, 
Access & Research (STAR) Act of 2017 is sweeping 
childhood cancer legislation that will help children 
with cancer live longer, healthier lives. Learn 
more about this bill. 

On May 22nd, the House of Representatives passed 
the most comprehensive childhood cancer 
legislation ever introduced, sending it to the 
president's desk to be signed into law. The U.S. 
Senate previously passed this life-saving legislation 
in March. This legislation is now on the President’s 
desk awaiting his signature of approval.

Legislation isn’t necessarily the answer though. 
There was legislation passed in 2011 to provide 
incentives for pharmaceutical companies to invest 
more in research of childhood cancers...and they 
haven’t.

This lack of funding is the biggest barrier for 
making progress in the fight against 
childhood-exclusive cancers. The Alex Mandarino 
Foundation was the Mandarino family’s effort to 
be part of the fight against childhood cancer. Their 
foundation funds research as well as provides 
direct support to families in Southwest Michigan 
who are struggling with cancer. Tony says that 
Alex fought way too hard for them to give up the 
fight now. 
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http://www.allianceforchildhoodcancer.org/legislative-activity/newsroom.html/article/2017/02/03/alliance-for-childhood-cancer-celebrates-reintroduction-of-the-childhood-cancer-star-act-in-the-115th-congress
http://www.allianceforchildhoodcancer.org/legislative-activity/newsroom.html/article/2017/02/03/alliance-for-childhood-cancer-celebrates-reintroduction-of-the-childhood-cancer-star-act-in-the-115th-congress


Connect with the Rotary Club of St. 
Joseph-Benton Harbor

online at www.sjbhrotary.org Like us on Facebook!

WANT TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE eWHEEL?
Your weekly email is brought to you by Emily Kirchner, Brandi Smith-Gordon and Lisa Cripps-Downey with 

photography by Jen Cole. If you have an announcement, a bit of news you wish to share, or a story you wish to see 
featured, please write to RotarySJBH@gmail.com.
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BECAUSE HE LOVED FEEDING THE DUCKS (CONTINUED)
Tony says they have been extremely fortunate to 
have received so much support from the 
community from the first day of Alex’s diagnosis. 
Because of this ongoing support, they’ve been able 
to donate $225,000 over the past five years to 
support research and families.

What can we do to help? First of all, help spread 
the word about the realities of fighting childhood 
cancer. If you’re able, you can also consider 
sponsoring, making a donation toward, and/or 
attending the Duck Duck Run which is always held 
the Saturday before Father’s Day. 

Someone asked why the foundation’s signature 
event is called the Duck Duck Run and Tony shared 
that it’s named that way because of how much 
Alex enjoyed feeding the ducks.

Tony also welcomed the sharing of ideas--he 
referenced a special beer brewed at North Pier 
Brewery called 4:15 AM which stands for Alex’s 
birthday (4/15) and his initials (AM).

He also asked that we continue to pray for the kids 
who are battling cancer. As a family member, he 
can attest to the fact that those sentiments are 
truly felt. And he reminded us to go home and hug 
our kids, grandkids, nieces and nephews because 
you never know what tomorrow might bring.

Watch this video from The Alex Mandarino Foundation.

http://www.sjbhrotary.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Rotary-Club-of-St-Joseph-Benton-Harbor/315154588531420?fref=ts
mailto:RotarySJBH@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3xc5JaWMyq8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3xc5JaWMyq8


ROTARY CLUB OF ST. JOSEPH-BENTON HARBOR 2017-2018 CLUB COMMITTEES

CLUB ADMINISTRATION
Rick Villa

CLUB & COMMUNITY SERVICE
Patti Kutz

MEMBERSHIP
Charles Jespersen (Interim)

50/50 Raffle - Jim Roberts (interim), Joen 
Brambilla, Rachel Damaske, Julie Duensing, 
Wendy Edwards, Jan Ferguson, Jennifer 
Gardner, Ron Goos, Melissa Hahn, Donna 
Howard, Cindy Igoe, Patti Kutz, Adam Lieberman, 
John Olson, Jim Roberts, Therese Saggau, 
Chuck Wells, Autumn Zick, Mark Zielke

Music - Allan Westmaas & Dennis Bowen, 
Dwight Bowman, Kurt Marzke, Christine 
Vanlandingham, Janet Zielke

St. Joseph-Benton Harbor Rotary Club 
Foundation - Maria Kibler (President), Bob 
Judd (Secretary), Steve Ross (Treasurer), Lisa 
Cripps-Downey, Mike Hanley, Mike Huie, Mike 
Kinney, Dale Park, Steve Smith, Tom Starks, 
Char Wenham

St. Joseph-Benton Harbor Rotary Club 
Foundation Investments - Mike Cook, Randy 
Bettich, Rick Dyer, Bob Judd, Mike Kinney, Steve 
Ross, Allan Westmaas

Diversity - Dwight Bowman

Membership - Dwight Bowman, Rich Burling, 
Rachel Damaske, Julie Duensing, Wendy 
Edwards, Jan Ferguson,Matt Hanley, Jackie Huie, 
Charles Jespersen, Lynn Kellogg, Debra 
Trapikas, Christine Vanlandingham

Orientation - Lynn Kellogg & Christine 
Vanlandingham

Sergeant-At-Arms - Matt Hanley, Randy Bettich, 
Bill Downey, Sean Ebbert, Kurt Marzke, Mike 
Peirce, Mary Spiegel, Tom Watson, Russ Zick

Adopt-A-Highway - Steve Smith

Bell Ringing - Sean Ebbert

YOUTH SERVICE
Jackie Huie & Maria Kibler

Programs - Wendy Edwards

Invocation - Dave Kirshenbaum, Randy 
Bettich, Dennis Bowen, Chad Deja, Wendy 
Edwards, Lynn Kellogg, Patti Kutz, Lori Marciniak, 
Jim O’Malley, Christine Vanlandingham, Char 
Wenham, Allan Westmaas

Celebrate Rotary - Will resume in 2019

Law Day - Steve Smith

Rural Ag Day - Art Cotter

Essay Contest - Jacqui Winship, Bill Benner, 
Dave Kirshenbaum, Patti Kutz, (Judges: Joen 
Brambilla, Ann Cardon, Lisa Cripps-Downey, 
Nicole Heugel, Donna Metz, Jim O’Malley, Jack 
Sukup, Janet Zielke)

Interact - Maria Kibler, Steve Borre, Mary Frey, 
Jackie Huie, Cindy Igoe, Marian Rosko Titus

INTERNATIONAL INITIATIVES
Mike Kinney

PUBLIC IMAGE
Emily Kirchner

Rotary Student Program - Jackie Huie, Kristi 
Aubrey, Mary Frey, Mike Huie, Maria Kibler, 
Trevor Kubatzke, Dave Peterson, Steve Smith, 
Rick Villa

Bio-Sand Water Filter Project - OPEN

International Foundation & Polio Plus - Tom 
Chapman

International Initiatives - Mike Kinney, Wendy 
Edwards, Jan Ferguson, Mary Frey, Charles 
Jespersen, Prudy Nelson, Mary Spiegel

eWheel Newsletter - Emily Kirchner, Lisa 
Cripps-Downey, Brandi Smith-Gordon

Membership Directory - Chris Newland, Robyn 
Johnson

Photographer - Jen Cole

Public Relations - Emily Kirchner, Jackie Huie

Website & Social Media - Emily Kirchner

RYLA - Lori Marciniak

Track Meet - Randy Bettich, J.C. Anderson, 
Dennis Bowen, Jim O’Malley

Track Meet Scholarship - Dennis Bowen, Brian 
Berger, Joen Brambilla, Bill Marohn, Jim Marohn, 
Mary Kynast, Christine VanLandingham

Youth Exchange - Kristi Aubrey, Debra 
Trapikas

AD HOC COMMITTEES Celebrating a Century of Service - Dave Peterson, Debra Trapikas, Renee Borah, Wendy Edwards, 
Jan Ferguson, Mary Frey, Charles Jespersen, Matt Hanley, Nicole Huegel, Tom Watson

CLUB LEADERSHIP

President: Rick Villa 
President-Nominee: TBD

Treasurer: Steve Ross

President-Elect: Wendy Edwards
 Immediate Past President: Stephen Smith

Secretary: Janice Ferguson

Board of Directors: Dwight Bowman, Matt Hanley, Nicole Heugel, Jackie Huie, Charles Jespersen, Maria Kibler, 
Emily Kirchner, Lori Marciniak and Mary Spiegel

To inquire about joining a committee or to report an error on this list, please email RotarySJBH@gmail.com Updated 5/3/18

mailto:RotarySJBH@gmail.com

