
“Doing a BIG thing beyond 
yourself” was a great opening 
line from Rotarian Mike Huie 
as he gave his insight into his 
second but the groups fifth 
trip to the Dominican 
Republic.  

Mike shared with us that this 
year the group had an 
opportunity to set up a 
M.A.S.H tent of sorts (for you 
youngsters this was a T.V. 
show circa 1972) where they 
were able to aid the doctors in 
checking people in and 
handing out medical basics 
and eyewear. 

We had 16 students and 4 
chaperones on the trip this 
year which was down from 40 
total travelers the year before. 
The only male student 
traveling this year, Will Lage, 
shared that being the only  
male student gave him “time 
to reflect”, which drew a 
chuckle from our Rotarian 
audience.  

A video presentation was 
shared that revealed scenes of 
children riding in 
wheelbarrows and a sweet 
little boy in an oversized 
violet shirt; boys playing 

basketball on a small dirt court and the 
meager living conditions surrounding 
them was warmed by the scenes of the 
smiling faces and numerous pictures of 
hugs and obvious love, which was 
artfully captured by Alana Walsh, this 
year’s PR director for her Interact club. 

Continued on page 6

We had lots of young faces in the crowd this week as we 
welcomed Interact students to our meeting to share about 

their recent trip to the Dominican Republic.

“HOW TO” INTERACT/DOMINICAN EXPERIENCE
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JULY 16, 2018 IMPORTANT DATES
❖ 7/23 Meeting: Al Pscholka, 

Kinexus
❖ 7/30 Meeting: Quinn Kibler, 

A Visit to Cuba
❖ 8/1: DATE CHANGE - July 

Board Meeting at 7:30 AM at 
Area Agency on Aging

❖ 8/6 Meeting: District 
Governor Jim Cupper

❖ 8/11: Run in the Vineyard 5K 
($5 discount for Rotarians)

❖ 8/17-8/18: ENCORE 2018 at 
SJHS

❖ 8/27 Meeting: Dr. Mancini, 
Graduate Medical Education 
at Lakeland

❖ 9/3: NO MEETING PER 
LABOR DAY HOLIDAY
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JOKE OF THE WEEK
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VISITING ROTARIANS
Jeanne Radde, Las Vegas Southwest

Rein Schroeder, South Bend

ROTARIANS WITH GUESTS
Steve Banyon brought Hilda Banyon

Steve Borre brought Andrew 
and Michele Borre

Dwight Bowman brought Jen Hobson
Cindy Igoe brought Regan Igoe 

and Ella Gable
Dave Peterson brought Abby Peterson

THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS!
Thank you to the Rotarian and Interact Club 
volunteers who showed up last weekend to 
clean-up our stretch of Lakeshore Drive! 
Look for another opportunity to help with 
these efforts in the fall.



PAGE 3

A PERSPECTIVE ABOUT “SERVICE ABOVE SELF”
Andrew Borre, who was St. Joseph High School Interact President this past 
year, wrote an essay about his “service above self” experience for the 
Exchange Club of Southwest Michigan’s Youth of the Year Scholarship 
Competition. He not only won the local competition but also won the state 
competition and was selected Youth of the Year for the Exchange Club of 
Michigan. He was then entered into the Exchange Club’s National 
Scholarship competition. Andrew will be attending the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison in the fall.

I still remember the first day I rode the bus to a village that looked like it just 
came out of the Stone Age in the Dominican Republic.  Men and women were 
harvesting sugar cane, horses and donkeys roamed the landscape, and children 
ran around with barely any clothing.  These people had close to nothing.  
Fortunately, four different service clubs from Berrien County came together, 
made a decision, and sent students and adults to help the people from these 

poor villages.  When my week-long trip was over, my club members and I installed numerous water filters, 
built a weather-proof house, and provided clothing for the kids who didn’t have any.

This is just one example of members of an American community working together to achieve something 
bigger than themselves.  Many businesses and organizations focus on obtaining money and money alone, 
whereas socially responsible groups try to use the money they earn to benefit others.  The most common 
form of these socially responsible groups is the service club.  The club I lead, Interact, as well as Key Club 
and Leo Club, are a few examples of groups that dedicate themselves to helping others in which they 
perform free service or spend any money they earn to improve the lives of people in need.  If more clubs 
formed and all worked together, they could provide countless hours of service to America and countries in 
need of assistance.

But more clubs aren’t forming.  My club advisor was recently asked to discuss the decline of service clubs in 
our county.  I’ve witnessed that decline first-hand.  When I began high school, there were hundreds of 
students willing to sacrifice their already limited time to join service clubs and aid other people.  However, 
as time went on, more and more kids started to drop out of clubs due to a lack of interest.  Students can’t be 
forced to do service, and because service is just perceived to be work without pay to many people, students 
simply stop joining service clubs.  In just a few years, the value of helping others has decreased significantly 
in the pursuit of money and other personal interests.

The more dire side of this issue doesn’t take place in high school: it’s what happens next.  When these same 
high schoolers grow up without seeing the value of service, they will continue the trend toward personal 
gain.  When the time comes for one of these former student’s communities to come together and do 
something good, he or she will sit out and refuse to help.  As time will go on, more and more people in 
America will choose money and selfish pursuits over helping others who are not so fortunate, and at some 
point, it’s going to be everyone for themselves.  Nothing beneficial will be achieved, and those in need of aid 
won’t receive it.

Fortunately, this problem can be fixed.  High schoolers need role models.  I’ll admit, sometimes we think we 
know everything, and usually we end up being wrong.  But that’s what adults are for.  They have a better 
understanding of right and wrong and can devote their lives to helping others if they so choose.  If adults 
act in a noble and selfless manner, the same way, then their kids will begin to do so as well.  Once kids see 
and understand the value of service through their parents and other adults’ actions, they will follow suit 
and join or go back to the service clubs that they were previously part of and ask what they can do to help.

   Continued on page 4
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A PERSPECTIVE ABOUT “SERVICE 
ABOVE SELF” (CONTINUED)
I am not a perfect student.  I 
originally chose to join a club 
because it looked good on a 
college application.  That’s fairly 
selfish.  However, as all high 
schoolers do, I grew.  I learned.  I 
reexamined what exactly I was 
doing and set out to find out what 
power I actually have.  When I 
finished my sophomore year, I 
decided to join my club’s trip to 
the Dominican Republic.  
Arriving at the batey, I saw kids 
stepping on glass every third step 
they took because of their lack of 
shoes.  As soon as they saw our 
bus enter their village, they all 
sprinted towards us with 
whatever hope they had left in 
their lives.  Getting off the bus, I 
gave the first student I saw one of 
my pairs of shoes.  And that’s 
when it clicked.  The moment I 
saw the grin spread across his 
face, I realized the value of 
service and community.  I 
witnessed—firsthand—the 
impact my service had on 
another human being.

That is the key.  I think that 
everyone should have an 
experience like mine early on.  
Ideally all students should have 
to perform a service activity or 
some form of service trip so they 
can experience the power of 
service.  When these kids grow 
up, they will continue to make 
their communities more socially 
responsible because they’ve 
already been doing it in high 
school.  It’s a ripple effect.    

When students, let alone adults, 
see the good they can do, they 
will become socially responsible.  
More clubs will form and more 
businesses will focus on helping 
others.  Community service will 
become international service.   

RUN THE VINEYARD 5K
Presented by Family & Court Advocates
Saturday 11th of August 2018

8:00 AM - 10:00 AM

533 E Lemon Creek Rd, Berrien Springs, MI 49103

Join us on August 11th for a Wine 5K run at Lemon Creek Winery in 
beautiful Southwest Michigan, a benefit run for Family and Court 
Advocates. Afterwards, starting at 9:00am, runners are invited to 
pick fruit in the vineyard, shop the market, and taste wines in the 
Lemon Creek Winery tasting room.

Each participant who crosses the finish line will receive: Infusco 
coffee, t-shirt, classic Rise-n-Roll donuts, seasonal fresh fruit from 
the vineyard, water, gatorade, protein bars, free glass of wine (21+ 
only)

Online registration will close on Aug. 8th. In-person registration 
will be open Fri Aug 9th at packet pick-up in Lemon Creek Winery 
or the morning of the run Sat Aug 11th. No refunds. Rotarians can 
receive a $5 discount on registration.

Children are invited to run or walk with a parent or guardian. They 
will need to be registered as well.

Register and event info at http://runthevineyard5k.org/

http://runthevineyard5k.org/
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MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS
Open Membership Committee Meetings will be 
held every third Wednesday at 12:00 PM at 
**NEW LOCATION** Professional Hearing 
Services at 511 Renaissance Dr., #100, St. 
Joseph. Bring your lunch and share your 
thoughts and ideas with the team.

LOCAL CLUB MEETING DAYS, 
LOCATIONS & TIMES
❖ Benton Harbor-Sunrise, Wednesdays, 7:00 

a.m., Elks Lodge, 601 Riverview Drive, 
Benton Harbor

❖ Lakeshore, Thursdays, 12:12 p.m., First 
Church of God, 5767 Red Arrow Highway, 
Stevensville

❖ Paw Paw Lake, Wednesdays, 12:00 p.m., 
Lakeland Medical-Watervliet, 400 Medical 
Park, Watervliet

❖ Harbor Country, Fridays, 7:30 a.m., Lakeside 
United Methodist Church Community Room, 
14970 Lakeside Road, Lakeside, MI

If you want to visit other district 6360 club meetings, log 
into DacDb, at the top left, click on Clubs, then a full listing 
of clubs will appear and now look left again under Where 
Clubs Meet and you will see all days, times, google map, 
list of club officers and more.

**UNDER CONSTRUCTION**
As we embark on a new Rotary 
year, we are also in the process of 
making updates and confirming 
participation in all our committees 
(see last page of the eWheel). This 
is a work in progress and we 
appreciate your patience while we 
sort things out.

We could also use your help:
1. Take a look at the document, if there is an 

error in a committee that you chair or a 
role you personally play, please send that 
update to RotarySJBH@gmail.com.

2. If you see a name on this document a lot, 
thank them for their service. There is a lot 
of work that goes into keeping our club 
running--both the weekly meetings and 
ongoing projects/programs--and the 
contributions of individual Rotarians are 
to be recognized and appreciated.

3. If you see an area that looks like it needs 
help or an area that you’re particularly 
passionate about, consider joining that 
committee! You can connect directly with 
that committee chair or email 
RotarySJBH@gmail.com and your message 
will be routed appropriately.

ENCORE 2018 IS COMING SOON!
ENCORE is a collaboration between the St. Joseph 
Public Schools Foundation, St. Joseph High School, 
and its alumni featuring actual acts as they were 
presented on the stage from the 1950s through 
2010.

Visit www.sjhsencore.com for more information or 
to purchase tickets to the show!

mailto:RotarySJBH@gmail.com
mailto:RotarySJBH@gmail.com
http://www.sjhsencore.com


Connect with the Rotary Club of St. 
Joseph-Benton Harbor

online at www.sjbhrotary.org Like us on Facebook!

WANT TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE eWHEEL?
Your weekly email is brought to you by Emily Kirchner, Renee Borah, Lisa Cripps-Downey, Tiffany Griffin and Brandi 

Smith-Gordon with photography by Jen Cole. If you have an announcement, a bit of news you wish to share, or a 
story you wish to see featured, please write to RotarySJBH@gmail.com.
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“HOW TO” INTERACT/DOMINICAN EXPERIENCE (CONTINUED)

Reilly Igoe, SJHS Senior and President of the 
Interact Club of St. Joseph High School, along  with 
Alicia Kusaka, International Chair for her club 
shared with us that the primary mission in the 
Dominican is to build! The girls noted that out of 
200,000 Bateys, only 17% live in duplexes built by 
volunteers. Families that receive the homes built 
on these trips are chosen at random.

The group was given the opportunity to visit an all 
girls’ Orphanage, and it was interesting to learn 
that the children who live there are not up for 
adoption, but rather have an opportunity to live in 
better conditions than they might have otherwise. 
Alicia and Riley shared that the photo wall inside 
the orphanage donned the images of girls who 
went on to graduate college. 

Another important part of their trip was 
conducting a water study. The group visited homes 
where water filters were placed on previous trips 
and were able to take note on continued efficiency 
and usage. They found that although many of the 
filters are still being used, some filters were not 
being used because of inconvenience. One reason, 
offered by Andrew, was that a woman would have 
to travel 2 miles out of her way to collect water for 
the filter to which she explained wasn’t worth the 
travel as the water would simply trickle out after 
the haul. She also disclosed she could purchase a 5 
gallon jug of water for $0.05 near her home. Other 
areas are able to access highly chlorinated water 
from city lines but as Mike Huie expressed, the 
safety of the water is unknown.  At the conclusion 
of their presentation the girls divulged that they 
were looking for alternative methods for providing 
clean water but were keeping it a secret at the 
moment leaving us all in suspense.

The group experienced some technical difficulty in 
sharing the final video about their Dominican 
experience. CLICK HERE to watch that video in its 
entirety.

http://www.sjbhrotary.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Rotary-Club-of-St-Joseph-Benton-Harbor/315154588531420?fref=ts
mailto:RotarySJBH@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NnnYcUiNtVE&feature=youtu.be


ROTARY CLUB OF ST. JOSEPH-BENTON HARBOR 2018-2019 CLUB COMMITTEES

CLUB ADMINISTRATION
Wendy Edwards

CLUB & COMMUNITY SERVICE
Patti Kutz

MEMBERSHIP
Julie Duensing

50/50 Raffle - Rick Villa, Renee Borah, Rich 
Burling, Wendy Edwards, Ron Goos, Melissa 
Hahn, Donna Howard, Cindy Igoe, Patti Kutz, 
John Olson, Tamara Paulun, Jim Roberts, Kevin 
Roney, Therese Saggau, Chuck Wells, Autumn 
Zick, Mark Zielke

Music - Allan Westmaas & Dennis Bowen, 
Dwight Bowman, Kurt Marzke, Christine 
Vanlandingham, Janet Zielke

St. Joseph-Benton Harbor Rotary Club 
Foundation - Mike Kinney (President), Bob 
Judd (Secretary), Tom Watson (Treasurer), Lisa 
Cripps-Downey, Mike Huie, Prudy Nelson, Bob 
Peirce, Steve Smith, Tom Starks, Rick Villa, Char 
Wenham

St. Joseph-Benton Harbor Rotary Club 
Foundation Investments - Mike Cook, Randy 
Bettich, Rick Dyer, Bob Judd, Mike Kinney, Steve 
Ross, Allan Westmaas

Diversity - Dwight Bowman

Membership - Julie Duensing,Dwight Bowman, 
Rich Burling, Jennifer Cole, Wendy Edwards, Jan 
Ferguson, Tiffany Griffin, Matt Hanley, Jackie 
Huie, Charles Jespersen, Lynn Kellogg, Bruce 
Piekarski, Christine Vanlandingham

Orientation - Lynn Kellogg & Christine 
Vanlandingham

Sergeant-At-Arms - Matt Hanley, Randy Bettich, 
Bill Downey, Sean Ebbert, Kurt Marzke, Mike 
Peirce, Mary Spiegel, Tom Watson, Russ Zick

Adopt-A-Highway - Steve Smith

Bell Ringing - Sean Ebbert

YOUTH SERVICE
Jackie Huie & Maria Kibler

Programs - Brandi Smith-Gordon, Wendy 
Edwards, Melissa Hahn

Invocation - Dave Kirshenbaum, Randy 
Bettich, Dennis Bowen, Wendy Edwards, Lynn 
Kellogg, Patti Kutz, Lori Marciniak, Jim O’Malley, 
Christine Vanlandingham, Char Wenham, Allan 
Westmaas

Celebrate Rotary - 

Law Day - Steve Smith

Rural Ag Day - Art Cotter

Rotary Essay Contest - Jacqui Winship, Bill 
Benner, Dave Kirshenbaum, Patti Kutz, (Judges: 
Ann Cardon, Lisa Cripps-Downey, Nicole Heugel, 
Trevor Kubatzke, Jim O’Malley, Jack Sukup, 
Janet Zielke)

Interact Clubs of Lake Michigan Catholic 
Schools - Maria Kibler

INTERNATIONAL INITIATIVES
Prudy Barrett Nelson & Mary Frey

PUBLIC IMAGE
Emily Kirchner

Interact Clubs of St. Joseph Public Schools - 
Jackie Huie, Steve Borre, Mary Frey, Cindy Igoe, 
Marian Rosko Titus

Bio-Sand Water Filter Project - OPEN

International Foundation & Polio Plus - Lisa 
Cripps-Downey

International Initiatives - Prudy Barrett Nelson, 
Mary Frey, Wendy Edwards, Jan Ferguson, Mary 
Frey, Charles Jespersen, Mary Spiegel

eWheel Newsletter - Emily Kirchner, Renee 
Borah, Lisa Cripps-Downey, Tiffany Griffin, Brandi 
Smith-Gordon

Membership Directory - Chris Newland, Robyn 
Johnson

Photographer - Jen Cole

Public Relations - Emily Kirchner, Jackie Huie

Website & Social Media - Emily Kirchner

Rotary Student Program - Jackie Huie, Kristi 
Aubrey, Mary Frey, Mike Huie, Maria Kibler, 
Trevor Kubatzke, Dave Peterson, Steve Smith, 
Rick Villa

RYLA - Lori Marciniak

Rotary Track Meet - Randy Bettich, J.C. 
Anderson, Dennis Bowen, Jim O’Malley

Rotary Track Meet Scholarship - Dennis 
Bowen, Brian Berger, Mary Frey, Bill Marohn, Jim 
Marohn, Mary Kynast

Rotary Youth Exchange -

CLUB LEADERSHIP

President: Wendy Edwards
President-Nominee: TBD
Treasurer: Tom Watson

President-Elect: Brandi Smith-Gordon
 Immediate Past President: Rick Villa

Secretary: Janice Ferguson

Board of Directors: Rich Burling, Jennifer Cole, Mary Frey, Matt Hanley, Charles Jespersen, Emily Kirchner

To inquire about joining a committee or to report an error on this list, please email RotarySJBH@gmail.com Updated 7/15/18

mailto:RotarySJBH@gmail.com

