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Always a WILD meeting when 
Sarett Nature Center is in the house!

BORN TO BE WILD

FEBRUARY 11, 2019
IMPORTANT DATES

❖ 2/18 Meeting: Barb Starke, 
Reduce Stress the Chinese Way 
(Acupuncture)

❖ 2/20: February Board Meeting 
at 7:30 AM at Area Agency on 
Aging

❖ 2/25 Meeting: Scott Chrispell, 
LECO

❖ 2/27: Membership Committee 
Meeting at 12:00 PM at 
Professional Hearing Services

❖ 3/4 Meeting: Jim Roberts, 
Minority Owned Enterprises

❖ 3/11 Meeting: Agriculture Day!
❖ 3/13 Drinks with Mary at 5:30 

PM at the Whitcomb
❖ 3/18 Meeting: Cathy Knauf, 

Human Trafficking in SWMI

SAVE THE DATE
Rotary District Conference on 

Mackinac Island, May 16-18, 2019
Interact Trip to Dominican 
Republic, July 13-20, 2019

Our guest speaker this week 
was Dianne Braybrook, 
Director of Sarett Nature 
Center. Usually when 
Dianne visits, she brings a 
selection of wildlife from the 
Center but she mixed it up 
this time by sharing 
information about trip to 
Africa that was organized by 
Sarett.

Sarett offers many different 
natural history tours 
throughout the year in 
places around the state, 
country and globe. 

Let Sarett be your guide 
when  you visit places with 
natural wonders and 
spectacular views. One or 
two naturalists will 
accompany guests (usually a 
small group of 12-15 people) 
on these carefully planned 
trips you’re sure to 
remember for a lifetime!

On this recent trip to Africa, 
the group visited Namibia, 
Botswana, Zimbabwe and 
South Africa. The goal of this 
and any trip is really just to 
connect people with nature.

Continued on pages 6-7



JOKE OF THE WEEK
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VISITING ROTARIANS
Terry Bush, South Bend

ROTARIANS WITH GUESTS
Charles Jespersen brought Bill Healy

Bob Judd brought Laurie Schmidt
Allan Westmaas brought his son Paul

NEW MEMBER ALERT
Please make sure to welcome our newest member, Chris 
Frank, who is being sponsored by Rick Villa. Chris works 
for Cornerstone Alliance, is a long-time community 
member, and has an 11-year-old son. 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO RECOMMEND A ROTARY HERO?
Would you like to recommend someone to be recognized as our 
Club’s 2019 Rotary Hero? Send their name and the reason why to 
RotarySJBH@gmail.com.

Heroes will be recognized at dinner on Saturday, May 18 at the 
2019 District Conference

mailto:RotarySJBH@gmail.com
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100-YEAR CELEBRATION GRANTS
As you are likely aware, the 100-Year Celebration 
sponsorship committee did such an amazing job 
planning for our centennial event that we ended 
up with excess funding. Per our sponsorship 
agreement, the excess funds were to be used for 
youth, community or international projects. 
Rotarian committee chairs had the opportunity to 
submit a grant request and those funds have now 
been allocated as follows:

Project/Event Title: Dominican Republic House 
Build ($1,900)

The project will change the lives of all 250 young 
people in our community that touch the program. 
The project, Dominican Republic House Build, is 
set for July 2019, where Interact Club Members 
and Chaperones from Southwest Michigan will 
travel to La Romana, Dominican Republic to build 
a house in Batay 106. The house will bring needed 
shelter to an impoverished Haitian family working 
the sugar cane fields (average income $3 a day). 
The number of people that will benefit directly 
from the build will be anywhere from one to two 
families or 5-12 people (there are approximately 
100 people in the village). In the event of a 
Hurricane, as which happened in the past, the 
house will provide shelter for others in the village 
– potentially up to 30 people.

Project/Event Title: Clean Birth Kits for Uganda 
($1,900)

There were 150 Clean Birth Kits prepared by the 
Interact Club at St. Joseph HS.  These will be 
supplemented with a plastic basin (for bathing 
infant) and a length of fabric (to serve as papoose 
for newborn) which will be purchased in Uganda.  
The cost of a basin and a length of estimated at 
$13.50 so a total of 150 x $13.50 = $2025.  Babies in 
Uganda are often born at home or in rudimentary 
health centers under filthy conditions.  These will 
provide a clean space and clean instruments for 
the births which will reduce the incidence of 
neonatal and maternal infection thus saving lives.

Project/Event Title: UMS 5K Fun Run Fundraiser 
($475)

The grant will defray expenses and allow nearly 
all of the profits from the 5K fun run to directly 

benefit Upton Middle School.  The Interact Club at 
Upton has been challenged with raising ⅓ of the 
costs of a digital Marquee sign for the front of the 
school.  This sign will have a digital banner for 
additional communications for the community and 
parents.  This will also benefit with the recent 
updates to the schools regarding curb appeal when 
families moving into the community hoping they 
will choose SJPS.

Project/Event Title: College Game Day ($240)

This will be the 5th annual Game Day event and is 
the largest fund raising event. Expenses for all 
prior events came out of the earnings and the goal 
here is that the ticket sales will be pure profit for 
the event.  This is the largest fundraising event for 
Interact. The proceeds will be used for the projects 
done in the DR which includes a house build, 
literacy, etc.  There are 21 students going on the 
trip and they will be helping an entire batay in DR 
which is approximately 500 people. This also 
benefits the Interact members that have helped 
fundraise in regard to project management, PR, 
public speaking, etc. as well as the international 
awareness of the issues in DR.

Project/Event Title: Upton Middle School Interact 
Club is “Fired up for Learning” ($1,785)

We will be placing a Kindle Fire in the hands of the 
entire first grade class at Hull International 
Academy.  This project will capitalize on children’s 
love of technology to increase their reading and 
math abilities.  The more they practice the better 
they get.  Each student will have a Kindle Fire 
assigned to them to use at school during the day, 
and also with their shared reading and mentoring 
time with the Upton Middle School students, or 
even free reading time.  Students will be very 
excited to have an electronic device to use at their 
home or school. 

The committee felt that all of the submissions were 
of such a high quality that all of the grants that 
were submitted were funded at 95+%. Two 
additional grant applications were also submitted 
and it was determined that funding for those 
projects would come from the general club budget.



The fully funded Rotary Peace Fellowship, which covers tuition and living expenses, increases the 
capacity of existing leaders to prevent and resolve conflict through academic training, field experience, 
and professional networking. 

Up to 100 fellows are selected every year in a globally competitive process based on personal, academic, 
and professional achievements. Fellows earn either a master’s degree or a professional development 
certificate in peace and conflict studies at one of the Rotary Peace Centers, located within seven leading 
universities around the world. More than 1200 program alumni are working in over 100 countries as 
leaders in national governments, NGOs, social enterprises, the military, law enforcement, and 
international organizations such as the United Nations. 

Master’s Degree
● 15-24 month program at one of our 5 Rotary Peace Centers at leading partner universities
● 50 fellows selected annually to earn a master’s degree in fields related to peace and development. 

Each university offers interdisciplinary curricula with research-informed teaching 
● 2-3 month self-designed applied field experience to develop practical skills
● Fellows connect with an international cohort of peace fellows, thought leaders, and a global 

network of Rotarians 

Professional Development Certificate 
● 3 month professional development program at our Rotary Peace Center in Bangkok, Thailand
● Intended for social change leaders with extensive experience working in peace-related fields
● 50 fellows selected annually to earn a professional certificate in peace and conflict studies
● Diverse interdisciplinary program includes 8-weeks intensive classroom study with guest 

lecturers and up to 3 weeks of field studies 

Eligibility: Take the eligibility quiz. 
Qualified candidates have:
● For the master’s program, a bachelor’s degree or equivalent, plus 3 years of related work 

experience, and proficiency in a second language (strongly recommended)
● For the certificate program, a strong academic background, plus 5 years of related work 

experience
● Proficiency in English
● Excellent leadership skills 

The 2020-21 academic term deadline is 31 May 2019. Begin by watching our Application Checklist Video 
and review the application process online. 

Please contact us at rotarypeacecenters@rotary.org with questions. PAGE 5

PEACE FELLOWSHIPS
The 2020 Rotary Peace Fellowship 
application is now available and 
Rotary International needs our 
help to find the next cohort of 
experienced global peace and 
development leaders!

The spike in regional and local 
conflicts around the globe has 
boosted the need for peace and 
development leaders skilled in 
building positive social change. 

https://rotary.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bxsthkafvzV5aRv?Q_JFE=qdg
https://vimeopro.com/rotary/rotary-peace-fellow-application-checklist
https://my.rotary.org/en/peace-fellowship-application
mailto:rotarypeacecenters@rotary.org
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MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS
Open Membership Committee Meetings will be held every third Wednesday at 
12:00 PM at **NEW LOCATION** Professional Hearing Services at 511 
Renaissance Dr., #100, St. Joseph. Bring your lunch and share your thoughts 
and ideas with the team.

LOCAL CLUB MEETING DAYS, 
LOCATIONS & TIMES
❖ Benton Harbor-Sunrise, Wednesdays, 7:00 a.m., 

Elks Lodge, 601 Riverview Drive, Benton Harbor
❖ Lakeshore, Thursdays, 12:12 p.m., First Church of 

God, 5767 Red Arrow Highway, Stevensville
❖ Paw Paw Lake, Wednesdays, 12:00 p.m., Lakeland 

Medical-Watervliet, 400 Medical Park, Watervliet
❖ Harbor Country, Fridays, 7:30 a.m., Lakeside United 

Methodist Church Community Room, 14970 
Lakeside Road, Lakeside, MI

If you want to visit other district 6360 club meetings, log into 
DacDb, at the top left, click on Clubs, then a full listing of clubs will 
appear and now look left again under Where Clubs Meet and you 
will see all days, times, google map, list of club officers and more.CLICK HERE for the instruction guide for 

navigating the new user interface in 
DACdb!

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vRtuqvoxWq79TgcN51eYCVGfH2FUzXgA/view


BORN TO BE WILD (CONTINUED)
The first stop was Sabi Sand Game Preserve in 
South Africa and they spent the days out in 
open-topped Safari trucks. A white rhino was one 
of their first sightings! There are lots of different 
types of antelopes in Africa and at this location 
they saw a nyala. They also saw lots of elephants, 
of which, the babies were a definite favorite.

Another type of African antelope is the waterbuck 
and Dianne mentioned that they have a nasty taste 
and that predators don’t particularly like them. 
Waterbucks have a bullseye pattern on their butt 
which apparently helps the herd stay together 
when they are fleeing.

They saw a group of three female rhinos that were 
covered with oxpecker birds which eat the 
parasites right off the animal. They saw the cape 
hare and leopard tortoises as well. They saw the 
wildebeest, giraffes, zebras and the candu 
antelope. 

Dianne mentioned that they had great local guides 
and she was excited that they had a female guide. 

This is a male-dominated industry because the 
guides are responsible for the maintenance of their 
vehicles.

People tend to think that Africa is hot but being so 
far south, the temperatures were actually more 
mild. It also rained for a good portion of the time 
they were there and with that open-topped safari 
truck...no one was complaining about the heat.

The second place they visited was the Chobi 
National Park in Zambia. This park has a river 
running through it so they were able to experience 
different wildlife. At this location, they spent about 
half of the time in boats and Dianne shared 
pictures of many different types of birds. They also 
saw lizards, water buffalo and impalas. But at this 
location, the star attraction were the baby lions.

They also saw baboons, mongoose, hippopotamus, 
and crocodiles. Elephants were also at this location 
and Dianne shared that it was fun to watch them 
playing in the water and the mud. A leopard even 
came down and walked around which was a rare 
sighting.

From there, they went to Victoria Falls in Zambia 
which is the largest waterfall in the world. Dianne 
mentioned that they were there in the dry season 
and it was hard to imagine what the falls might 
look like at the rainy time of year.

An interesting story she shared was about the 
Devil’s Pool which was on the other side of the falls 
from where they visited. This section is a natural 
bowl in the landscape where people will 
swim--separated from certain death by only about 
18” of rocky rim. 
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BORN TO BE WILD (CONTINUED)

Dianne said that she thought those people were 
nuts! After the trip, she shared the story with her 
husband and he said “oh yeah, I’ve done that.” She 
had no idea!

There final destination was Hwange National Park 
in Zimbabwe. Here they stayed in tents with a 
veranda around them where you could sit and 
watch the wildlife go by.

This park features a number of man-made 
watering holes which may seem like a benefit to 

the wildlife but Dianne shared a word of caution.
When you provide a resource to the wildlife, you’re 
contributing to the generation of an unrealistic 
population that the local vegetation would not be 
able to sustain. 

At this location, they again saw many elephants as 
well as warthogs (which make Dianne giggle to see 
run with their tails sticking straight up in the air), 
zebras, baboons, different types of antelopes, 
ostrich, giraffes, and black back jackels. 

She also shared some gorgeous photos of a family 
of lions who came out at sunset. These lions are 
related to Cecil the lion who was a major attraction 
of the park before he was hunted and killed by an 
American Dentist in 2015. On their way out of the 
park the next day, one of the big lions came out to 
see them off. 

Upcoming trip information can be found on the 
Sarett Nature Center website. If you are interested 
in any of these natural history tours, please call 
269-927-4832 and they will send you complete 
information or answer your questions. 

Connect with the Rotary Club of St. 
Joseph-Benton Harbor

online at www.sjbhrotary.org Like us on Facebook!
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WANT TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE eWHEEL?
Your weekly email is brought to you by Emily Kirchner, Renee Borah, Lisa Cripps-Downey, and Brandi Smith-Gordon 
with photography by Jen Cole. If you have an announcement, a bit of news you wish to share, or a story you wish to 

see featured, please write to RotarySJBH@gmail.com.

 

ATTENTION ROTARY LADIES
Have you heard the buzz about the monthly “Drinks 
with Mary” event? Did you know that originated from 
our membership? The legend goes that Rotarian Mary 
Frey was feeling a little blue when her daughter went 
off to college and some of the gals from Rotary decided 
to get together on a regular basis. They even have their 
own facebook page if you’d like to get in on the fun!

The March “Drinks with Mary” event is scheduled for 
Wednesday, 3/13 at 5:30 PM. CLICK HERE to see the 
Facebook Event.

http://sarett.com/events/trips/
http://www.sjbhrotary.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Rotary-Club-of-St-Joseph-Benton-Harbor/315154588531420?fref=ts
mailto:RotarySJBH@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/drinkswithmary1/
https://www.facebook.com/events/302004160518999/


ROTARY CLUB OF ST. JOSEPH-BENTON HARBOR 2018-2019 CLUB COMMITTEES

CLUB ADMINISTRATION
Wendy Edwards

CLUB & COMMUNITY SERVICE
Patti Kutz

MEMBERSHIP
Julie Duensing

50/50 Raffle - Rick Villa, Renee Borah, Wendy 
Edwards, Tiffany Griffin, Melissa Hahn, Donna 
Howard, Cindy Igoe, Patti Kutz, John Olson, 
Tamara Paulun, Amber Peters, Jim Roberts, 
Kevin Roney, Therese Saggau, Chuck Wells, 
Autumn Zick, Mark Zielke

Music - Allan Westmaas & Dennis Bowen, 
Dwight Bowman, Kurt Marzke, Christine 
Vanlandingham, Janet Zielke

St. Joseph-Benton Harbor Rotary Club 
Foundation - Mike Kinney (President), Bob 
Judd (Secretary), Tom Watson (Treasurer), Lisa 
Cripps-Downey, Mike Huie, Prudy Nelson, Bob 
Peirce, Steve Smith, Tom Starks, Rick Villa, Char 
Wenham

St. Joseph-Benton Harbor Rotary Club 
Foundation Investments - Mike Cook, Randy 
Bettich, Rick Dyer, Bob Judd, Mike Kinney, Tom 
Watson, Allan Westmaas

Membership - Julie Duensing,Dwight Bowman, 
Rich Burling, Jennifer Cole, Wendy Edwards, Jan 
Ferguson, Tiffany Griffin, Matt Hanley, Jackie 
Huie, Charles Jespersen, Lynn Kellogg, Bruce 
Piekarski, Christine Vanlandingham

Orientation - Lynn Kellogg & Christine 
Vanlandingham

Sergeant-At-Arms - Matt Hanley, Randy Bettich, 
Bill Downey, Sean Ebbert, Kurt Marzke, Mike 
Peirce, Mary Spiegel, Tom Watson, Russ Zick

Adopt-A-Highway - Steve Smith

Law Day - Steve Smith

YOUTH SERVICE
Jackie Huie

Programs - Brandi Smith-Gordon, Kristi Aubrey, 
Bill Dillingham, Wendy Edwards, Melissa Hahn

Invocation - Dave Kirshenbaum, Randy 
Bettich, Dennis Bowen, Wendy Edwards, Lynn 
Kellogg, Patti Kutz, Lori Marciniak, Jim O’Malley, 
Christine Vanlandingham, Char Wenham, Allan 
Westmaas

Bell Ringing - Sean Ebbert
2018 Volunteers - Paul Bailey, Renee Borah, 
Charles Jespersen, Bob Judd, Dave 
Kirshenbaum, Therese Saggau, Dick Ward, 
Horace Ward

Rural Ag Day - Art Cotter

Rotary Essay Contest - Jacqui Winship, Bill 
Benner, Dave Kirshenbaum, Patti Kutz, (Judges: 
Ann Cardon, Lisa Cripps-Downey, Nicole Heugel, 
Trevor Kubatzke, Jim O’Malley, Jack Sukup, 
Janet Zielke)

Interact Clubs of Lake Michigan Catholic 
Schools - Maria Kibler

INTERNATIONAL INITIATIVES
Prudy Barrett Nelson & Mary Frey

PUBLIC IMAGE
Emily Kirchner

Interact Clubs of St. Joseph Public Schools - 
Jackie Huie, Steve Borre, Mary Frey, Cindy Igoe, 
Marian Rosko Titus, Lisa Wolf

Bio-Sand Water Filter Project - OPEN

International Foundation & Polio Plus - Lisa 
Cripps-Downey

International Initiatives - Prudy Barrett Nelson, 
Mary Frey, Wendy Edwards, Jan Ferguson, Mary 
Frey, Charles Jespersen, Mary Spiegel

eWheel Newsletter - Emily Kirchner, Renee 
Borah, Lisa Cripps-Downey, Brandi Smith-Gordon

Membership Directory - Chris Newland, Robyn 
Johnson, Rick Villa

Photographer - Jen Cole

Public Relations - Emily Kirchner, Jackie Huie

Website & Social Media - Emily Kirchner

Rotary Student Program - Trevor Kubatzke, 
Kevin Roney (District Presenter), Jackie Huie 
(Liaison to RI), Mary Frey, Mike Huie, Maria 
Kibler, David Peterson, Marian Rosko Titus, Steve 
Smith and Rick Villa

RYLA - Lori Marciniak

Rotary Track Meet - Randy Bettich, J.C. 
Anderson, Renee Borah, Dennis Bowen, Jim 
O’Malley

Rotary Track Meet Scholarship - Dennis 
Bowen, Brian Berger, Mary Frey, Bill Marohn, Jim 
Marohn, Mary Kynast

CLUB LEADERSHIP

President: Wendy Edwards
President-Nominee: Matt Hanley

Treasurer: Tom Watson

President-Elect: Brandi Smith-Gordon
 Immediate Past President: Rick Villa

Secretary: Janice Ferguson

Board of Directors: Jennifer Cole, Lisa Cripps-Downey, Mary Frey, Jackie Huie
Charles Jespersen, Emily Kirchner, Kevin Roney, Therese Saggau

To inquire about joining a committee or to report an error on this list, please email RotarySJBH@gmail.com Updated 1/9/19

mailto:RotarySJBH@gmail.com

